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Young’s Analytical Concordance
These Six Fundamental Features Show Why a Preacher Cannot Afford to Be Without It

1. B eca u sc  every word is arranged in alphabetical order.
2. B ecau se  every word is classified under its own Hebrew or 

Greek original.
3. B ecau se  every Hebrew and Greek word is printed in the 

original characters, and the co rre c t  p ron u n cia tion  g iv en  in 
E nglish  letters, so  that no  on e  n eed  hesitate in sp eak in g  o r  
read in g  to  g iv e  the or ig in a l w ord , b e in g  able to  p ron ou n ce  
it w ith  co n fid en ce .

4. B ecau se  cach proper and geographical name is a rra n g ed  in 
its p lace in the C on cord a n ce , an d  the co n n e ct in g  h istory , 
w ith  the latest in form a tion  in B ib lica l and h istorica l an tiq -

O ne o f  th e  p re d o m in a t in g  fe a tu re s  o f  Y o u n g ’ s 
G rea t  C o n co r d a n c e  to  the B ib le  is  its  analytical char
acter— an a rra n g e m e n t o f  e a ch  E n g lish  w o rd  u n d er 
its  ow n  p ro p e r  o r ig in a l in H eb rew  o r  G reek , w ith  the 
lite ra l m ea n in g  o f  the sa m e  an d  its  pronunciation. 
B y  th is  m ean s th e  rea d er  is  en a b led  t o  d is t in g u ish  
th in g s  th a t  d iffe r , w h ich  a re  fre q u e n t ly  c o n fo u n d e d  
in th e  E n g lish  B ib le . O u r E n g lish  B ib le  o fte n  ren d ers  
a G reek  w ord  b y  ten o r  tw e n ty  E n g lish  o n e s ;  and , on  
the o th e r  han d, it s o m e tim e s  e m p lo y s  on e  E n g lish  
w o rd  to  tra n s la te  ten o r  tw e n ty  G reek  on e s . There
fo re , the sam e E n g lish  w o rd s  b e in g  fre q u e n t ly  t r a n s 
la ted  fro m  v a r io u s  H eb rew  o r  G reek  w o rd s  w h ich  
h a v e  ( ! )  different sh a d es  of m eanings, or ( 2 )  totally

uities g a th ered  b y  the P a lestine E x p lo ra tion  S o c ie ty , is 
g iv en .

5. B ecau se  the prominent feature of the work is the analytical 
character o f  each  re fe ren ce . T h e  B ible  student can , at a 
g la n ce , fin d  ou t fo u r  d istin ct p o in t s : (a) W h a t  the or ig in a l 
H eb rew  o r  G reek  o f  an y  w ord  i s ; (b ) its literal m e a n in g ;
(c) a co rre c t  and  tru stw orth y  ex eg es is , an d  (d) w h at are 
rea lly  p aralle l passages.

6. B ecau se  a valuable summary o f chief results from  recent 
topographical and archeological research to  the illustration  
o f  S crip tu re  is g iv en . \

different m eanings, the references in Young’ s C on
cordance are, in every instance, grouped according  
to the original w ords from  which they were trans
lated. N o other Bible Concordance in the world com 
bines these advantages.

The priceless value of this unique feature cannot 
be too highly estim ated. A t  a glance, without further 
page-turning, it enables every student, in an im 
portant sense, to be his own com m entator, and, in a 
large measure, to decide for him self what is the m ean
ing that will, in the case of various translations or 
readings best satisfy  his own understanding and the 
demands of his conscience, and this without any 
knowledge of the Hebrew or Greek languages.

311.000 
References

30.000  
Readings

70,000 
Greek and 

Hebrew 
Words

Price, $7.50, Delivery charges extra.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.



The Preacher’s Magazine
A  monthly journal devoted to the interests of those who preach the full gospel

J. B. Chapman, Editor
P ublished m onthly by the  N&zarene Publishing House. 2 9 2 3  Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo., m aintained by and in 

the in te res t of the  Church of the  N azarene. Subscrip tion  price -51.00 per year. Entered as second class m atter a t  the
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October 3 , 1917, au thorized  December 3 0 , 1925.
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“ REDEEM ING TH E TIM E”

T "N  reality, o f course, one man has just as much time as another. But it is possible to “ kill 
I  time,”  and also to “ redeem”  time. W esley vow ed, in his own practice, to be neither un- 

JL employed nor trifiingly em ployed. By this latter he did not mean to ignore the necessity 
of mental relaxation and physical exercise, but he did mean that he would not permit either 
of these to becom e an end within itself. And if the preacher must go to one extreme or the 
other, it would undoubtedly be better that he should relax too seldom than too often and exercise 
too little than too much.

But every earnest preacher finds himself pressed for time— time to pray, time to study, 
time for pastoral visitation, time for direct pulpit preparation, time for his family duties and 
associations, time for many things which he would like to do in the course o f the day, week, 
month, year or period o f life. There is this that is encouraging in the contemplation o f death: 
“ It makes no difference in that hour o f passing whether one is on a throne or in the dust.”  
If it were not for that, surely no earnest human being could die happy.

But there are a few things regarding the use o f time which we think are worthy o f mention. 
In the first place, avoid hurry and impatience. Start at the task as early as possible and work 
patiently and, in the proper sense of the w ord, slowly. In the second place, work with proper 
regard for “ order.”  D o first things first and satisfy yourself that what you  are doing now  
is “ next.”  This has made it necessary for me to push back a whole list o f editorial suggestions 
in the m orning and answer m y personal correspondence. I wanted to write an editorial, but 
in the layers o f  mental and moral order, this was not “ next,”  and I fou ldn ’t do it. Everyone 
of you has doubtless had like experiences. Then it is an advantage to fo llow  out a sort o f 
“ order o f business” in the routine affairs o f the day and week. In sleeping, eating, and in all the 
small affairs o f life, which after all consume a great deal o f time, cultivate the “ habit”  of 
doing certain things at a certain time o f day and just before and just after you  do certain 
other things. It is found that by such practice you save much time and energy. As instinct 
assumes the place o f intelligence you can make higher use o f intelligence. Students in school 
have discovered that after they have used a certain hour in the preparation o f a certain lesson 
for a while they get where they can get that lesson then more easily and quickly than at any 
other hour o f the day. And I have observed to m y ow n satisfaction that I even preach better at 
just the right hour than when I begin a half hour too soon or am held off for  a half hour or 
more beyond my customary hour. And finally, it is remarkable how  adjustable the human body 
and mind are. I f  a preachcr will take care o f his health for the first five years, gradually 
increasing his hours fo r  study and his efforts on other lines as his parish grows, he is not likely 
to break dow n at all. Take care not to over-do as a “ novice,”  and after a while you  will get 
to where you  thrive on long hours and hard work and will becom e practically immune to 
their ill effects.

(1)
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AN APPEAL FROM THE EDITOR
Knowing how  scarce really helpful material for the preacher is, and believing that there 

are abundant sources from  which to gather material o f the sort that is needed, I talked 
The Preacher’s Magazine for several years before it was finally started, I believed that it 
would be possible to make such a magazine a great blessing to the preachers and that by this 
means it would be a great blessing to the church and to the w orld. And now  I  think, after 
tw o years o f experience, that I was correct in these conclusions. W e have received so many 
commendations from  earnest preachers o f various denominations that we have felt glad over 
and over again that the Magazine was undertaken.

But we were surprised when the Publishers’ report showed that the Magazine cost between 
seven and eight hundred dollars more than it brought in during the year 1927. The Publishers 
had not expected to make any m oney, but we had not expected them to lose. M any have 
written us that they would be glad to pay tw o dollars for the Magazine, rather than do without 
it. But we think it can have a wider field o f usefulness with the subscription price o f one 
dollar than it could if it were more expensive. But there is "a  better w ay.”  I f  we had more 
subscribers, we could make it. In round numbers, we have 1500 now . If we had 2500 we would 
be self-supporting. N ow , brother preacher, can’t you m ention this matter to at least one 
neighbor preacher and secure his subscription and one dollar and send these to The Nazarene 
Publishing House, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, M o .?  Get him to order his subscription to 
begin with the January number o f this year and all the numbers now  due will be sent at one 
time. This will, no doubt, be quite acceptable to him, and it will be doubly helpful to the 
Publishers. Please, brethren, help us out in this matter. W e w a n t  1000 n e w  su b sc r iptio n s  
WITHIN THE NEXT THIRTY DAYS.

IRA D. SANKEY

I R A  D. SA N K E Y  was brought up in a Christian home and from  his youth was active in Sunday 
school and church work. He was gifted with a splendid baritone voice and always made 
good  use o f his talent. During his enlistment in the Civil W ar he interested the soldiers 

in a musical club called “ The Singing Boys in Blue.” Later, he sang for various meetings 
and conventions and finally, when he was thirty years of age, met D. L. M oody  at a Y . M . C. A. 
convention. This was a red letter day in his life. M ood y  asked him to join him in his work 
in Chicago, saying, “ I have been looking for you for eight years.” Sankey replied that he could 
not leave his government, work. M oody  suggested that they should pray over it and the result 
was the connecting o f the lives o f these tw o men. M ood y  was the preacher and Sankey was the 
“ Singing Evangelist”— the first, in fact, to be designated as such. T o M r. Sankey belongs 
the credit o f bringing to the front the service o f song in evangelism and o f demonstrating 
its importance as an aid in enforcing the claims o f the gospel. His talent for musical expression 
was consecrated unreservedly to Christian work and w'as blessed o f G od in equal measure. The 
hymns, “ I ’m Praying for Y o u ” and “ Yet There Is R oom ,”  have been used for many years to 
the salvation o f uncounted numbers o f souls. Subsequent com positions placed him am ong the 
most gifted writers o f devotional music. It is interesting to know' that the music for the famous 
“ Ninety and Nine”  came as an inspiration in a service follow ing an address o f M ood y 's  on 
“ The Shepherd.”  Sankey had the words in the form  o f a newspaper clipping. Feeling their 
appropriateness for this special occasion, he seated himself at the organ and sang spontaneously. 
M ood y  and Sankey labored together for many years both in this country and Great Britian. 
M uch o f Sankey’s influence w'as due to his magnetic personality. His wholesome spirituality 
and utter sincerity made him a dominant force for all that was good  and right. During the later 
years o f his life his health became so much impaired that he had to relinquish active service 
in the work he loved so dearly. The last tw o years w'ere spent in physical darkness though the 
spiritual ever became brighter until in August, 1903, with eagerness and confidence, he passed 
from  this life to that which is to come.

( 2 )
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DEVOTIONAL
LE TTE RS ON PREACH IN G

B y  A. M . H ills  
X X X . Winning and Holding an Audience

It is vain to preach to em pty pews. They may 
be very plain and rustic; but they need no 
change o f moral character. It is the people who 
ought to fill them that need your ministry. 
Somehow, in some way, the people must be in
duced to come and hear you. It may be God 
only knows how  it is to be done. A  previous, 
repelling preacher, or one about w'hom there was

!some unsavory notoriety, or a division in the 
church, or a discontinuance o f services, or a long 
period o f candidating, or some other o f the devil’s 
fhosen methods o f killing a church, m ay have 
scattered the congregation, or weaned it from  the 
habit o f attending services. Som ehow an audience 
taust be gained and retained.

■ I. It m ay be done by the pastor on his knees. 
I 1. In answer to importuning prayer, the H oly 
fSpirit has amazing resources for awakening a 
• community from  its death-stupor. He can, by 
.^some startling providence, ring the bell o f curi- 
fosity, or public interest, or conviction o f sin, and 
y;et the people to the house o f God.
I  2. Then a visitation from  house to house with 
|.enticing conversation and prayer, such as St. Paul 
practiced  in Ephesus, may stir a vast com m unity 
jand awaken a wide sweeping and lasting in- 
ffluence. It is an old  saying that “ A house-going 
|pastor makes a church-going people.”  It  would 
tcertainly be safe for a good m any preachers to 
{.practice and experiment along these lines. When 
fin  England we heard o f a rector who was very 

fond of hunting hares. One o f his pari h'oners 
\made this comm ent on him: “ Our rector is in- 
fvisible six days in the week and incom prehen- 
jssible the seventh!”  N ow  that m ay do for a 
|rector in a state church. It will not build up a 
5 pastor’s flock in an independent denomination. 
'Nothing but wise and indefatigable w ork there 
I can possibly win.

3. The man who wins must love the people 
for their ow n sakes, because they are childr n of 

: God, possessing immortal souls, and heirs o f eter- 
jfnity. That is the w ay Jesus loved. He saw

not their rank nor station, nor wealth nor pom p 
nor p ow er; He saw them only as moral beings 
with an endless future o f bliss or woe before 
them. He who loves his fellowmen only for 
what he can get out o f them, or profit by  them, 
loves not at all. A  truly soul-loving preacher 
has at least one element in him that draws. The 
people usually find out by instinct who only 
pretends to love for selfish ends, and who really 
loves. Sooner or later the life will show.

II. W hen people do stray into the sanctuary, 
whatever the m otive that m oved them, do not 
offend them by some personal idiosyncrasy. A  
little thing may send a person from  the house of 
God in disgust, never to return. Let me name 
some o f the things I have personally known.

1. I have know n a talented preacher whose 
father was a prominent D octor o f  Divinity. This 
son, with his fine education and princely gifts, 
was careless about his personal appearance, and 
a'.so absentminded. He would appear in the pul
pit with unwashed hands, and untidy apparel. 
Once he appeared with his pants tucked in high 
rubber boots, and he went through the entire 
service without knowing it. It was in a town 
with several thousand self-respecting people. He 
had more gifts than any other tw o preachers in 
the town, but he did not draw ! The psalmist 
wrote, “ W ho shall ascend into the hill o f the 
L ord ?  W ho shall stand in His holy place? He 
that hath clean hands and a pure heart.”  W hen 
a preacher has neither, his success is not likely.

2. Again I have known truly godly ministers to 
offend by their public prayers. They disregarded 
the words o f Jesus, “ W hen ye pray, use not vain 
repetitions as the heathen do, for  they think they 
will be heard for  their much speaking.”  Then 
follow s the model prayer with only one name 
of Deity in it. W e have heard ministers use the 
names o f Deity four and five times in a single 
short sentence, and continue on and on, until it 
was torturing to listen to them. And people 
said they would not go to church and listen to 
such blasphemy!

W hat if someone should obtain an audience 
with the President o f the United States, and 

(3)
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should address him after this fashion, “ 0  M r. 
President, dear Calvin. I have come into your 
august presence, O Coolidge, to ask you to ap
point me the postmaster, O powerful Calvin, of 
Podunk C orners!” and keep it up for ten m in
utes. W hat would the President think o f it?  
N ow  this is no exaggeration. W e have listened 
to such public petitions from  good men till it 
was painful to listen to them.

3. Another fault similar to it, is to repeat the 
same name of God forty or fifty times in one 
prayer. These things may be regarded as a 
trifle ; but nothing is a trifle that offends the 
refined tastes o f cultured people, and makes the 
sanctuary less inviting.

4. Absurd, unnatural gestures that do not help 
the thought or interpret the feelings o f the speak
er, and only awaken the sense o f the ludicrous 
in the hearers is a great hindrance to usefulness. 
Anything that naturally and justly repels, tends 
to keep people from  the house o f God. Even 
facial expression may here be named. The great 
actors and actresses who have captured the public, 
and won fame and fortune, pay the greatest at
tention to these minor affairs. They practice be
fore mirrors and study the effect of every detail 
o f expression o f face and gesture to produce the 
desired effect. I f  they should speak the same 
words they now  speak, with faces as immobile and 
limbs as motionless as those of the wooden Indian 
in front o f the tobacco shop, their drawing power 
would not last a single season. N ow , if a trage
dian will make so much o f these little arts just 
to amuse an audience for an hour, what ought 
a preacher to do who is entrusted with the most 
important business ever committed to m oria! men, 
to turn people from  the ways of death into the 
path that leads to heaven. A  lusterless eye and 
dead face and motionless hands in such a p ro 
fession are unpardonable!

5. A  m onotonous, or a harsh, undisciplined, 
raucous voice, that grates on the nerves and 
offends the ear, and wearies the one who hears, 
is a fearful obstacle to gaining and holding an 
audience. Oh, the power and majesty o f the 
human voice ! W ho can measure the importance 
of this wondrous gift o f G od !

When we were in England a banker described 
to us a Sabbath spent in Spurgeon’s tabernacle. 
He told with striking effect how  Spurgeon read 
a hymn, that thrilled the people and nearly lifted 
them out o f their seats. He captured and held 
spellbound seven thousand people by his voice, 
and kept it up for thirty years.

President Mahan led a great religious service in 
London. A  cultured gentleman came forward and 
told him he would rather hear him read than 
any professional elocutionist in London, and 
he w ould go ten miles to hear him. 
M ahan could speak to the satisfaction o f ten 
thousand, but when he began his public career 
he could only make tw o hundred hear him.

E verybody has heard o f W hitefield ’s voice that 
Could thrill twenty-five thousand people. John 
Wesley was a little man, weighing about one 
hundred and twenty pounds; yet he once ad
dressed successfully thirty-seven thousand people.

M ary A. W oodbridge, Frances W illard ’s great 
assistant, once addressed an audience o f seven 
thousand people at Ocean Grove, and made them 
hear. M rs. Aimee M cPherson has addressed 
ten thousand people successfully, time without 
count, and is speaking to five thousand contin
ually. Years ago when the National Dem ocratic 
Convention met in Chicago, it was addressed for 
five hours by leaders o f the Dem ocracy o f nation
al fame. Then “ The B oy Orator o f the Platte” 
was permitted to speak. In three minutes those 
fifteen thousand weary men were listening breath
lessly to his every w ord. In tw enty-four hours 
William Jennings Bryan was nominated for the 
presidency, ar.d was the most famous young man 
in all America. And for tw enty-five years that 
voice never failed to sway the masses, pleading 
for righteousness.

But half o f our preachers speak as if G od had 
never given them a voice, or make such im 
perfect tones that they cannot be heard. Of 
course they cannot gain or hold the crowds. W e 
heard an evangelist preach recently, and never 
got one full sentence o f his sermon. W e asked 
a young wom an if she could hear him distinctly. 
She replied, “ Practically nothing.”  T o make sure, 
we asked a young couple sitting in the rear on the 
other side of the church, and the answer was the 
same. The preacher who opened the service with 
prayer, and whose every w ord could be heard 
distinctly, afterward told us that he could not get 
all the evangelist said, sitting on the platform  
within ten feet o f him. And yet he made noise 
enou gh ; but it was lost by  too rapid utterance, 
and bad tones, and indistinct enunciation.

In the same church, with an equal audience 
afterward a woman preached with half the voice, 
but was heard by all, and made a profound im 
pression upon the people. N ow  are such things 
trifles? N o indeed! These things are all tre
mendously important.

(4)
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III. When the audience come?, give them a 
message that will be worth hearing. W ith the 
matchless Book o f all books in our hands, what 
an exhaustless treasury o f truth we have to draw 
from ! T o  preach a rapid, worthless sermon to 
an endangered audience o f immortals on the way 
to eternity is unpardonable! W hat divine at
tractions may be offered them to break the spell 
of the world upon th em ! W hat com forts may 
be brought to those who m ourn! What light to 
shine upon those who are sitting in darkness! 
What inspiration to offer the discouraged! What 
hopes to bring the sin-burdened and ready to 
despair! W hat promises and encouragements to 
bring to those who are weary o f sin and long to 
be h o ly ! There is 110 subject of such universal, 
profound and abiding interest as the concerns 
of the soul. There is no lack of themes to in
terest the public when the preacher loves the peo
ple and his heart is in his work.

It is this affectionate solicitude for the true 
interests o f his congregation that we catch in 
Andrew Fuller’s soliloquy in his study: “ I am 
Expected to preach, it may be, to some hundreds 
of people, some of whom  may come several miles 
to hear m e; and what have I to say to them ? 
Is it for me to sit here studying a text merely 
to find something to say to fill up the hour? I 
may do this without imparting any useful in
struction, without commending myself to any 
man’s conscience, and without winning, or even 
aiming to win, one soul to Christ.

“ It is possible there may be in the audience a 
poor miserable creature, laboring under the bur
den of a guilty conscience. If he depart without 
being told how  to obtain rest for his soul, what 
may be the consequence? Or, it may be, some 
stranger may be there who has never heard the 
way of salvation in his life. If he should depart 
without hearing it now, and should die before 
another opportunity occurs, how  shall I meet him 
at the bar o f G od ?  Possibly some one o f my 
constant hearers may die in the follow ing w eek; 
and is there nothing I should wish to say to him 
before his departure? It may be that I myself 
may die before another L ord ’s d a y ; this may be 
the last time that I shall ever ascend the pulpit; 
and have I no important testimony to leave with 
the people o f m y care?”  (Pattison, page 363).

When a man preaches with such a spirit, with 
such a love for his hearers, and such a passion for 
souls that people can hear the heartbeat of his 
sermon, they are likely to come again to get their 
own hearts prepared to “ meet G od ." Have your

congregations always before your mind when you 
prepare your sermon. Keep your heart tender 
with sympathy, and “ full o f love and light.” The 
philosopher may study the nature o f man as a 
scholar; the preacher must regard the people as 
spiritual beings who need to be saved. He must 
feel the solicitude o f a brother, and speak to 
their hearts. “ Strike the cords of com m on human 
feeling: they are there, behind the eyes into which 
you are looking; and you need not be doubtful o f 
some response.”

So, brother preacher, forget yourself, and be 
lost in concern for the souls o f others— the men 
and the wom en who toil and suffer and are 
broken-hearted, who hunger and thirst for the 
living God. Shepherd those lost sheep, as the 
Savior did, who called you to represent Him, and 
repeat His ministry to a needy world.

There is an un-Christlike style of preaching, 
with 110 blood-earnestness in i t ; the people in the 
pews with their burdens o f business, and family, 
and carcs and sorrows, and sins— and in the pul
pit a preacher displaying his brilliant intellect, 
discussing some irrelevant notion, utterly foreign 
to any spiritual concern or need o f his congre
gation ! H ow  very far removed from the ministry 
of the Master. Cultivate, then, a passion for 
souls that will force you to “ avoid all flippancy, 
jesting, and trifling,” such as m oved W hitefield to 
pray from the heart “ 0  God, give me souls, or
take my sou l!’ ’ .. -such as m oved Richard Baxter
to preach

“ As though he ne'er would preach again,
And as a dying man to dying men.”

“ One reason, indeed, for the lack of interest 
shown in preaching is that it is often so un
spiritual. Let a man speak from  his conscience to 
the conscience in other m en; let him stand before 
the people from  Sunday to Sunday, and really in
terpret to them the spiritual life, bringing it home 
to their faith and feeling, and declaring the 
power in Christ to save, out o f his own ex
perience ; and he will not fail o f recognition. Some 
will turn away with indifference, some will w on
der and turn away, and some will harden their 
hearts; but all will feel the touch o f his power, 
and many will receive the W ord  o f God from  his 
lips, and be saved”  (K ern ’s M inistry, page 393).

The real object o f all preaching should be the 
conversion of sinners, the sanctification o f be
lievers, and the extension o f G od ’s kingdom, and 
righteousness in the earth.

(5)
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HINTS TO FISHERMEN
By  C . E. C ornell

Ministerial Dignity
W e do not mean so stiff and starchy that if 

one should bend it would crack the enamel. 
Neither do we mean so prim and precise as to be 
like an icicle. Nor do we mean to be robbed of 
liberty; nor so careful with gestures and pose as 
to be shorn o f pulpit strength and power. But for 
a preacher to “ rave,”  jump, swing his arms, run 
all over the platform, jum p on the altar rail, 
down the aisle, swing his body in acrobatic fash
ion, clap his hands, jump on a chair, grab the 
chair and swing it over his head in perilous man
ner and do a hundred other gymnasium stunts 
during a sermon is, to say the least, questionab’e 
and undignified.

T o preach is a very high and holy calling, and 
a minister should not do those things in the pulpit 
that seriously detract from  his message, get the 
eyes o f the congregation off Christ whom  he is 
supposed to represent, and on to the acrobatic 
performer. Certainly those who are called to 
preach the gospel should do so with some dignity 
and authority. Here is a recent description o f a 
popular pulpiteer:

“ Sometimes he paces to and fro on the platform 
like a lion caged. Again he doubles up like a 
jackknife, or crouches like a leopard about to 
spring. Then he thrusts both hands deep into his 
pockets and throws back his head. N ow  he is 
viciously stabbing the air with his forefinger, 
driving in his point, or those long arms swing like 
pendulums. Again he frenziedly rumples his hair 
or clutches it by handfuls. There is no predicting 
what his next gesture will be. He slaps his thigh 
like a man telling a story to a group o f his 
cronies. I have seen him stand for more than a 
minute on his left leg, kicking the calf o f it 
with his right to e !”

Abnormality
Very often the Rom an Catholic churches of 

the country celebrate the feast of M t. Carmel 
and the foundation o f the order o f the Carmelite 
nuns. This is said to be the most rigid re
ligious order in the world. There are eleven 
women, cut off from the world. They live in

almost absolute silence, doing penance, fasting, 
and denying self. Their food  is the coarsest; they 
wear next their skin at all seasons rough woolen 
clothing, frequently using sharp instruments in 
torture. They break their fast at five o ’clock 
with black coffee and bread, eaten in silence. 
The only ornament is placed before the plate; it 
is a human skull, reminding them to prepare 
for death. After breakfast they go to chapel. In 
the morning they work on vestments and scap
ulars. They arc never to be idle; even if ill 
some bit o f sewing is at their side. The noonday 
meal consists o f bread and tea, tw o vegetables 
and sometimes codfish. N o word of conversa
tion is spoken. They are allowed to talk a little 
before retirement. Their sleeping apartment is 
not much larger than a grave. The bed is made 
o f two pine boards laid across two wooden 
benches. There are many other things that can 
be described. The daily habit the Carmelite nun 
wears is her shroud, and she is laid to her final 
rest with feet all bare, as having followed Christ 
in the path o f poverty. No wonder that Charles 
Wesley wrote:

“ Not in the tombs we pine to dwell,
Not in the dark monastic cell.

By vow s and grates con fin ed ;
Freely to all ourselves we give, 
Constrained by Jesus’ love to live 

The servants o f m ankind.”

How W e Should Witness
1. By our attitude tow ard Christ and His 

cause. By our known position regarding the 
Bible, religion, and Christianity. Are we for 
them or against them ? Or are we trying to take 
an equivocal position, play double, act neutral? 
W e each owe it to ourselves, to our Savior, and 
to our fellow-m en to be out-and-out in this 
matter.

2. But this general stand involves particulars. 
Let this enlistment be follow ed by all the evi
dences o f loyalty. In holy living, in Christlike 
service, in good works, in opposition to evil in all 
forms. Our devotion to Christ must often 
be proved by how  really and much we hate 
the devil. W e cannot love Christ truly and keep

( f t)
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>n good  terms with the evil one. Witness for 
Christ, then, not only through the forms of 
■eligion but through a consistent devotion to all 
orms o f personal, social and political righteous- 
less.

3. Then, if it is time, talk, profess, witness. 
\nd then talk will be more than pious twaddle, 
jrofession more than sanctimonious pretense, and 
witnessing more than wasted breath. “ W ith the 
leart man believeth unto righteousness, with 
;he mouth confession is made unto salvation,” 
ind with the life evidence is given o f the truth 
)f these things.

Dying Rich
Andrew' Carnegie at a reception was asked 

by a young wom an whether he really believed 
that it was a disgrace to die rich.

Mr. Carnegie parried the question gracefully. 
“Well,”  he said, “ I should hate, after my death, 
to have such a speech made about me as an 
old cobbler once made about a millionaire. This 
millionaire had been notoriously close-fisted all 
his life. His tom b was a magnificent one, and 
on it was carved the Bible verse: ‘He' that giveth 
to the poor lendeth to the L ord .’ The cobbler, 
having known the millionaire, took  occasion 
to visit his tom b as soon as it was completed. 
He examined the monument carefully. Then he 
read aloud the verse upon it. Afterwards he 
commented on the verse like this: ‘True, very 
true. But when that man died the Lord didn’t 
owe him a cent.’ ”

— Selected.

A Perfumed Sin
If Christianity is the supreme religion, it will 

grapple with the deadliest and most conspicuous 
sin..So we argue, but when we open the book 
we find Jesus apparently ignoring the cardinal 
vices o f humanity, devoting Him self to sins 
which have hardly been counted sins at all. He 
reaches over the heads o f murder, drunkenness 
and lust, and strikes repeated blow s at the per
fumed sin o f hypocrisy. Never did He speak 
a word with such blistering breath as this w ord 
“hypocrite.”  Never did He apply to any other 
class o f sinners such scorching epithets as those 
which He overwhelm ed the hypocrites. He called 
them “ fools,”  “ blind m en,” “ whited sepulchers,”  
“serpents,”  “ a generation o f vipers,”  “ children 
of Gehenna.”  While other men were shivering at 
the awful iniquities o f the R om an empire, He

(7)

shuddered at the hypocrisy o f the religious people 
o f His day. Never did He speak w'ith such pas
sionate earnestness as w'hen exhorting His dis
ciples to save themselves from  hypocrisy.— D f. 
C. E. J effe r so n .

The “ Second” Touch
1. The blind man desired to see Jesus.
2. He had confidence that Jesus could heal him.
3. He was not mistaken.
4. He began to see when Jesus touched him.
5. Im provem ent on his former condition.
6. The second  touch restored.
7. Could see clearly.

Imperishable Literature
In Westphalia the manuscript o f Tacitus was 

accidentally found by a miner.
Dante’s great work was hidden for years under 

a window-sill.
The immortal Galileo's manuscript was being 

sold to a butcher for wrappings— when rescued.
Luther’s “ T able-Talk”  which convulsed the 

Catholic Church and was suppressed by Pope 
Gregory X II I , was discovered in the foundation 
of an old house.

The Heavenward Current
Rev. 7:13: “ W hat are these which are arrayed 

in white robes? and whence came th ey ?”
On the castle terrace we went through a long, 

narrow curve in a turret to seek a broader es
planade. As we approached it I felt . . .  a little 
uncertain in my motions . . . But with a little 
unobtrusive guiding by one who knew better than 
I how  to do it we soon came out of the dim 
passage on to the broad, bright terrace we sought, 
and in an instant my fears were as much left 
behind me as if I had not had them. So will it 
be, I think, I hope —  nay, I believe —  when, chil
dren that we aie, we tremble on the brink and 
fear to launch aw ay; but we shall find that death 
is only a bend in the river o f life that sets the 
current? heavenward .— Frances E. Willard.

Dead Men at the Post of Duty
R ev. 2 :10: “ Be thou faithful unto death.”
One night the United States submarine S-51 

went down off B lock Island, with all but three of 
her crew on board. The efforts to raise her occu
pied months and brought out acts o f heroism the 
story o f which, as told by Lieutenant-Commander
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Ellsberg, who had charge o f the work, is as 
thrilling a talc o f the sea as was ever written. 
When at last the divers penetrated the sunken 
hull and worked their way through the maze of 
pipes and machinery. they found every officer and 
every man o f the crew at his post o f duty. The

wireless operator sat at his instrument, the ear
phones still on his head. Engine room , battery 
room , control room , all told the same story. Dead 
hand? still rested on valves that it was their duty 
to close or on levers that it was their office to 
m ove.— The Y ou th ’s Companion.

HOMILETICAL I
THOUGHTS FOR A  SUNDAY EVENING 

EVANGELISTIC SERM ON
B y  C. E . C ornell

N o B ib l e , no  h ig h  m o r a l  standard

Tell the story of Nathan Leopold Jr. and 
.Richard L oeb who killed R obert Franks thirteen 
years o f age, both now' in the Joliet penitentiary 
for life.

Betrayers o f young women, degenerates o f in
describable character.

Brilliant in educational attainments.
Both students in the Chicago University.
T h e  C hicago  U n iv e r s it y  —  M aterialistic and 

M odernistic. The Bible is tabooed altogether or 
else wrongly interpreted.

E l im in a t e  t h e  B ib l e , criticize it until all lose 
confidence in its pages and it becomes ineffective 
as a moral guide. Unbelief takes the place of 
fa ith ; imminent peril here.

Brilliancy without character is fatal.
The danger o f educated criminals.
The extreme wickedness o f the natural human 

heart. “ Desperately wicked.’ ’
B ac k  to  t h e  B ible , B ac k  to G od , O ur  O n l v  

S afety  .
Jesus is the Savior.
N o other salvation except through Him.

SERM ON OUTLINE
■ B y  A. M . H ills

T h e m e : St. Peter on the Perseverance o f Saints.
Scripture'. 2 Peter 1:1-10. Saints are most like

ly to persevere.
I. Peter is writing to Christians. “ Them that 

have obtained like precious faith w'ith us through 
the righteousness of G od and our Savior.”  This 
is a picture o f saints— not sinners.

II. There are conditions in which perseverance 
depends.

( 8 )

1. There must be advance in the Christian life 
Verse 2, “ Grace and peace be multiplied.”  A 
stagnant, unprogressive life is unsafe. Whatevei 
graces you have, multiply them by increasing 
knowledge o f God and Christ.

2. By the use o f His gifts: “ all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness,”  Bible, privileg, 
o f prayer, comm union o f saints, Christian service 
teaching and guidance of H oly  Spirit.

3. M ake use o f the promises to becom e par
takers o f the divine nature, and positive side of 
sanctification. Verse 4, “ Having escaped the cor
ruption that is in the world through lust” — the 
negative side o f sanctification, cleansing.

-4. Verses 5, t>, 7. Beside diligently add! add! 
add ! Increase ! Grow  ! Faith is not enough ! Add 
m anhood. T o that add knowledge. W ith a Bible 
in your hands, do not be ignorant o f the truths of 
sa lvation ! Then acquire self-control. Then 
patience in all trials and hard-hips and afflictions. 
Then get Godlikeness. Then add love o f the 
brethren. Then let that develop into love o f all 
mankind.

S. W ith all this splendid equipment of graces, 
b-.stir yourself, that ye be neither barren nor un
fruitful. AM these virtues and Christian graces 
are not bestowed on us just to make us graceful, 
lovely, idle, barren good-for-nothings, but mighty 
soul-wMnners for C hrist!

III. He that fails to get this vision and con- ! 
ception o f life, is nearsighted, and can see only 
his own little self and self interests. He has 
lost his faraway vision, and forgotten what he 
was redeemed for, that he might make himself 
felt far and wade, as a helper and Savior of 
others.

The exhortation that follow s shows that it is 
quite possible for any believer to becom e short
sighted and self-centered, and utterly fail. 
“ W herefore, the rather brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure; for if ye
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do these things ve shall never fall: for so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom  of our L ord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (verses 10, 11).

But if ye do not heed the exhortation, ye may 
fall fatally and forever (Revelation 3 :5 ; 3 :11 ; 
M atthew 10:22; Rom ans 11:22).

A  PERFECT SAVIOR
B y  C. E. C ornell  

Jesus is a Savior who saves from  the guilt 
o f sin. Luke 1:77.

Jesus is a Savior who saves from  the pow er  o f 
sin. 2 The s. 2:13.

Jesus is a Savior who saves from the presence 
o f .sin. 2 Tim. 2:10.

THE SINNER’S PR A Y E R
B y  J. E . L in z  a 

Text : L uke IS : 13 
Introduction: A sinner.

A transgressor.
His condemnation great.
Ilis punishment is sure.

I. He W as Conscious o f His Guilt (Psa. 51 :1 ).
1. R obbed him o f peace.
2. Destroyed his freedom.
3. Felt the pangs of condemnation.

[I. He W as a Penitent Sinner.
1. He was not contented.
2. He was sorry of his state.
3. He was willing to make a change.

[I. He W as Very Humble (Luke 18:14).
1. N ot to plead justice.
2. Not to plead some excuse.
3. He was humble to the truth.

V. He W as Sincere in Confession (1 John 1 :0 ).
1. I am a sinner.
2. Regardless of punishment.
3. His judgment was good here.

V. His Wise Earnest Petition.
1. Because o f his need.
2. Because o f its importance.
3. Because he had counted the cost.

SERM ON OUTLINE
By  J o se p h  H. J ones 

T h e m e : Faith.
Text: Heb. 1 1 : 1 - 6 .
Introduction: Illustrates the saying in 1 0 :3 8 .  3 ') .

I. Definition o f faith:
1.. Substantiating conviction (S c o fie ld ) .  •
2. Ground or confidence for things hoped

............for, .b u t . not seen. . ..........................
[I! Our approach to God by faith:

1. He that comcth to G od must believe.
2. He that comcth to God must believe that 

He is a rewarder or answers.
3. W ithout faith, we cannot please Him.

III. The discoveries o f faith :
1. The otherwise invisible God.
2. The Christ.
3. The nature o f indwelling grace.
4. The nature o f Satan.
5. Future and eternal things.

IV. Faith in action:
1. Receives (John 1:12; Luke 18:17).
2. Rests (M att. 11:28-30; Heb. 4 :3 ).
3. Saves (Luke 7 :50).
4. Purifies the heart (Acts 15 :0).
5. W orks by love (Gal. 5 :6 ).
6. Overcomes the world (1 John 5':4).
7. Strength in weakness (H eb. 11:34).
8. Joy in sorrow.

V /'T ic to r io u s  faith. Examples:
1. Abraham (Gen. 22 :8).
2. Caleb (Josh. 14:12).
3. Jonathan (1 Sam. 14 :6).
4. David (1 Sam. 17:37).
5. Job (Job  19:25).
0. Three Hebrew children (Dan. 3 :1 7 ).
7. Paul (Acts 27:25; Rom . 4 :2 0 ).
8. Ancient worthies (H eb. 11:33). 

fum m ary:
1. W orlds framed (H eb. 11:3).
2. Time would fail me (H eb. 11:32).
3. In heaven at last by faith (H eb. 11:13- 

16, 30, 40; Rev. 7 :0 -17 ).

TH REE IM PO R TAN T QUESTIONS
By N a n c y  G albreath

1. What is man? (Psa. 8 :4 ).
Created by God (Gen. 1 :27).
For His glory (Isa. 4 3 :7 ).
Failure under test (R om . 3 :2 3 ).
Yet loved by God (John 3 :1 6 ).
Redeemed by God (Titus 2 :14).

2. What must I do?  (Acts 16:30).
Turn from  sin (Ezek. 33 :11 ).
Give me thine heart (P rov. 23 :26).
Believe on the Lord (Acts 16:31).
Confess Him before men (R om . 10 :9 ,10 ).

3. What wilt Thou have me to do?  (Acts 9 :6 ). 
Go home and tell (M ark 5 :19).
Go into all the world (M ark 16:15).
Bear witness (Acts 1 :8 ).
Let your lights shine (M att. 5 :1 6 ).
Be fishers o f men (M att. 4 :1 9 ).
Be living epistles (2 Cor. 3 :3 ).
Glorify God in body  and spirit (1 Cor. 6 :2 0 ).

THE FIER Y EYES OF GOD
B y  C. E . C o r n e l l  

Text-—Prov. 5 :2 1 ; Gen. 16 :13 ; R ev. l:14 t
I n tr od u c tion  ‘

G od ’s eyes— everywhere.
His eyes searching.
He never sleeps.
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T h e  A ttr ib u te s  of G od

Omniscience. Meaning, God knows all things, 
and is absolutely perfect in knowledge.

P ro o f: “ The eyes o f the Lord are in every 
place, keeping watch upon the evil and the 
good.” N o habits hidden from  God.

Om nipotence. That attribute by which He can 
bring to pass everything which He wills.

P roof: “ I know that thou canst do everything 
and that no purpose o f thine can be re
strained (Job  4 2 :2 ). “ There is no resisting 
thy might, and there is no purpose thou canst 
not carry out.” “ Is anything too hard for 
the L ord ?”

Omnipresence. Meaning that God is every
where present. This attribute is closely connected 
with the Omniscience and Omnipotence o f God, 
for if G od is everywhere present He is everywhere 
active and possesses full knowledge o f all that 
transpires in every place.

P roof: “ Am I God at hand saith the Lord, and 
not a G od afar o ff?  Can any hide himself in 
secret places and shall I not see him ? saith 
the L ord .” “ D o not I lill heaven and earth? 
saith the L ord ” (Jer. 23:23. 24).

N one  C an  H ide
None can hide away from  the eyes of God.
He sees the evil as w'ell as the good.
“ Whither shall I go from  thy spirit, or whither 

shall I flee from  thy presence?” (Psa. 139:7-12).

A SERIES OF ALPH A BETIC  SERMONS
B y  W . D. S iie l o r , Billings, M ont.

As a busy pastor o f a growing church the 
writer is always on the lookout for sermon 
themes that will attract attention and help him 
to get gospel truth to the hearts o f men and 
women after they have been attracted to the 
church. Some time ago a suggestion came to us 
on a Sunday evening while on the pulpit plat
form : “ W hy not preach a series of Sunday 
evening sermons from  themes suggested by the 
letters o f the alphabet o f the English language?” 
The thought struck fire immediately and an
nouncement was made to the audience that this 
would be our course for sometime to come. At 
this writing. February 20th. we are about half 
through the series and very much gratified with 
the results thus far obtained. M any have been 
the expressions o f pleasure and profit from these 
alphabetic messages and we hear people say, “ I 
don ’t want to miss one o f them.”  Both attend
ance and interest are increasing and a revival 
spir't prevails. All these messages have the evan
gel!.ti: appeal and are followed by altar calls. 
The series are as follows:

A— A tonem ent: (1 ) Grounds for. (2 ) The 
Demand for. (3 ) Provided.

B— Born Again. (1 ) Necessity. (2 ) Character 
(3 ) Results. (4 ) Condition.

C— Christ and the Church. Outline too length} 
to submit here.
D — Three Bad D ’s— Dirt, Debt, Devil.
E— Eternity: (1 ) Past and Future. (2 ) Duration 
(3 ) Things that belong to— God, Jesus, H olj 
Spirit, Heaven, Hell, Soul, Influence. (4 ) Eter
nity's Rewards,

F —Fads, Fakes, Fools.
G— Garbage Cans: (1 ) Corrupt politics. (2) 

Bad literature— Newspapers, magazines and bac 
books. (3 ) D ivorce evil. (4 ) The modern dance 
cards and movies.

H — Holiness: Outline too lengthy to submil 
here.

I— Inspiration: (1 ) Of the Bible. (2 ) Of man
J— J oy : (1 ) In Christian experience. (2 ) Ir 

Service. (3 ) In tribulation.
K— Kingdom  Truth: Second coming message.
L— Loyalty : (1 ) T o  God. (2 ) T o  Bible. (3) 

T o Church. (4 ) To men.
M — M oney: A stewardship sermon.
N— Neglect: (1 ) The sinner. (2 ) The un- 

sanctilied. (3 ) Christians generally.
O— Obedience.
P— Pentecost: (1 ) Purity. (2 ) Pow er— a. Tc 

witness, b. T o live. (3 ) T o serve.
Q— Quality : Outline incomplete.
R — Repentance. Restitution. Regeneration.
S— Sanctification, Entire.
T — Time, Talent, Tithe.
U— Unpardonable Sin.
V— V ictory.
W — Witness o f the Spirit.
X — X -ray , Spiritual: (1 ) Discovers and re

veals disease. (2 ) Treats and cures disease. Th< 
Bible is G od ’s X -ray .

Y — Y outh : A sermon to the youth o f th( 
church.

Z— Zeal: N o outline yet.
Someone may ask, “ W hy fo llow  such a course 

an yw ay?”  Another, “ What good is to come o] 
such a pulpit procedure?”  Another, “ Is not the 
tendency in such series to grow  form al anc 
tedious?”  Our answer is that experience i  
proving to us that this series affords such varia
tion o f theme and latitude o f treatment ane: 
breadth o f application as to give freshness anc 
aptness to each message for  its own occasion 
After all, the writer is not suggesting that any- 

CIO)
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one else should attempt to use his armor, and 
does not assume that anyone will want to, but 
just thought he would show the readers o f The 
Preacher’s M agazine the kind o f Sunday night 
armor he is using for  a few  weeks change. 
“ Variety is the spice o f life”— and o f the pulpit 
too. I would not, however, want to try the 
above variety on Sunday mornings. For Sunday 
evening audiences we are finding them well 
adapted. Inspirational, not expositional; evangel
istic, not form al; hortatory rather than doctrinal, 
and taking the themes from  letters o f  the al
phabet helps the hearers to remember them, and 
gives the preacher opportunity o f brief reviews 
of previous messages.

SEED TH OUGHTS FOUND BY CO M PA R 
ING SCRIPTU RE W IT H  SCRIPTU RE

B y  J. B . G a l l o w a y  

M ea su r in g  Blessin gs  A ccording  to  G od’ s 
M easure

Adopted, According to  His will (Eph. 1:5'). 
Called, According to  His purpose (R om . 8:28) 

N ot according to  our works (2 Tim . 1 :9 ). 
Grace, According to  the measure o f the gift of 

Christ (E ph. 4 :7 ) .
Saved, According to  His mercy (T it. 3 :5 ). 

According to  His purpose and grace (2 Tim. 
1:9).

Forgiven, According to  the riches of His grace 
(Eph. 1 :7 ).

Established, According to  the gospel (R om . 
16:25).

Strengthened, According to  His glorious power 
(Col. 1 :11).

Need Supplied, According to  His riches in glory 
(Phil. 4 :1 9 ).

Made Heirs, According to  the hope of eternal 
life (T it. 3 :7 ).

Transformed, According  to the workings where
by He is able (Phil. 3 :2 1 ).

H ow  W e A re to  W a l k  
Walk in His ways (Deut. 8 :6 and many oth ers). 
Walk in His statutes (Ezek. 11:20; 20:18, 19; 

36:27).
Walk in newness o f life (R om . 6 :4 ).
Walk in fear o f the L ord (Acts 9 :3 1 ).
Walk in truth (3 John 1 :3 ). W alk in wisdom 

l(Col. 4 :5 ).
1 Walk in love (Eph. 5 :2 ). W alk in light (1 
John 1 :7 ).
( Walk in the steps o f faith (Gal. 5 :2 5 ).

W alk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 25).
A n d  we shall w alk  in w hite (R ev. 3 :4 ).

G od D escribed  A ccording  to  F ir st  J o h n

G od is light (1 John 1 :5 ).
G od is righteous (1 John 2 :2 9 ).
God is love (1 John 4 :8 ) .
W h y  W e Sh o u ld  S e e k  a  B etter C o u n t r y

1. The Old Testament saints sought a better 
country (H eb. 11:10, 13-16).

2. This world is not fit to be our eternal 
home. (1 John 5 :1 9 ).

3. W e can stay here only a short time (Psa. 
« 0 : 10 ).

4. This world will pass away (1 John 2 :1 7 ).
5. Jesus has chosen us from  this world (John 

15': 19; 17:16).
6. Our enemy is the prince of this world 

(John 14:30).
7. Jesus prepares a place for us (John 14 :2).

L ife  Is B r ie f : T h erefore  L ive R ig h t  
Text-. Psalm 90:12.

The Bible likens life unto the following.
1. A  tale that is told (Psa. 9 0 :9 ).
2. As a dream (Psa. 73 :20).
3. As a sleep (Psa. 9 0 :5 ).
4. As grass grown up (Psa. 90 :5 ; 1 Peter 1:24; 

(Matt. 6 :3 0 ).
5. A s a  flower. (Job  14 :2).
6. As an eagle hastening to the prey (Job  

'9 :26).
7. As a swift ship (Job 9 :2 6 ).
8. As a swift post (Job  9 :2 5 ).
9. As a shepherd’s tent removed (Isa. 38 :12).
10. As a handbreaath (Psa. 3 9 :5 ).
11. As a wind (Job  7 :7 ).
12. As a weaver’s shuttle (J ob  7 :6 ).
13. As a thread cut by  the weaver (Isa. 

38 :12).
14: As a shadow (Eccl. 6 :12).
15. As a vapor (James 4 :1 4 ).

H o w  to  K n o w  T h a t  W e H ave F ou n d  G race 
F rom  E xod u s 33:16.

1. l i  G od  is with us.
2. If we are separate from  all the people of 

the earth.

A C o n d it io n  f o r  A n s w e re d  P ra y e r  
The L ord  to M oses: “ I will do this thing also 

that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace 

(11)
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in m y sight, and I know thee by name.” (Exodus 
33 :17).

H ow  P rayer  C h an ges  T h in g s

1. “ I will not go up in the midst of thee” 
(Ex. 33 :3 ).

2. A fter Moses prays we read:
“ M y presence shall go with thee" (Ex. 33 :14 ).

G ivin g  to G od’ s H ouse  A ccording  to G od ’s 
D irections

1. A heart stirred offering (Ex. 34 :21).
2. An offering of the best (Ex. 34 :22-24.
3. An offering for service (Ex. 34 :25-28).
4. A willing offering (Ex. 34 :20).

W h a t  W e N eed to  Stir  U p

1. Our giving (Ex. 35 :21; 3 6 :2 ).
2. Our service (2 Chron. 36 :22 ; Ezra 1 :1 ).
3. Our appropriation o f God (Isa. 64 :7 ).
4. Our prophetic ministry (2 Tim . 1 :6 ).
5. Our minds in remembrance. (2 Pet. 1 :13).
6. Our spiritual knowledge (2 Peter 3 :1 ).

SERMON SEED
By T . M . A nderson

Text : “ That . . . we . . . might serve him ” 
(Luke 1 :74).

W e have broken into the passage in order to 
lift out these words which give us the heart of 
the whole message o f the prophet. The great 
end o f the redemption through Christ was to 
bring out a people to serve the Lord. They are 
not to be slaves or domestics: they are to be 
worshipers. T o serve means to worship, to adore, 
to praise Him.

1. That God should have such a people has 
been the message spoken by the prophets through 
all ages. Salvation was to mean just this that a 
people should be separated unto the service ot 
the Lord (verses 69-71).

2. This was also embraced in the covenant to 
Abraham which God made under oath (verse 
73).

Thus all that has ever been spoken by the 
prophets, and all that has been promised in the 
covenant concerning the coming o f Jesus and the 
purpose o f the atonement which He was to make, 
was to have a holy people that would serve the 
Lord.

Every soul saved is saved to serve God. Full 
redemption means a full service to God and all 
His interests among men.

I. Deliverance is necessary before a man can 
serve G od acceptably. “ That we being de
livered out o f the hand o f our enemies might 
serve him .”
Let us note the enemies from  which we are 
delivered.
1. Satan as an enemy has men in his hand. 

His grip upon them can only be broken 
by the power o f Jesus the Deliverer. Men 
are held in the power o f Satan. The 
powers o f darkness rule them. From this 
they must be turned, or perish.

2. The material w orld holds men in its grip. 
It has enslaved them to M am m on. They 
live, suffer, labor, sacrifice and die trying 
to enrich themselves and satisfy their hearts 
with the world. Material things engross 
them to the damnation of soul and body, 
mind and spirit.

3. M en are enslaved by each other. The 
fear of man is a terrible bondage. T o  have 
the honors and praises o f others, men have 
denied Jesus. Some love the praise o f men 
more than the praise o f God. G od de
livered Paul from  the people in order to 
make him an able minister.

4. Deliverance from  sin is necessary.
a. Delivered from  the love o f sin.
b. Delivered from  the pow er of sin.
c. Delivered from  the life and practice of 

sin.
<1. Delivered from  the inbeing of sin. The 

carnal mind.
II. The nature o f the service to be perform ed: 

“ In holiness and in righteousness.”
Here is both the inward and the outward 
condition o f the servants as they render w or
ship unto God. They are holy in all manner 
o f living. H oly in all relations and dealings 
with men. They are righteous in soul, body 
and spirit. God has made them righteous. 
Such can serve Him without fear; which is 
the perfect spirit o f  service.

III. This service is to be “ before him.”  That 
is, in His sight who alone can judge o f it as 
being perfect. He only can approve of it.
1. Service rendered before Him means to 

be able to draw upon God for all power 
for performance. He is ever at hand to 
enable the worshiper to do always those 
things that please Him.

2. T o serve before Him is to be guided by 
His eye, and directed by His will and 
Spirit.

( 1 2 )
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i .  Such service will have as its only m otive 
the pleasing o f G od ; seeking only His 
glory.

IV. They are to serve Him  all the days o f their 
life.
1. There are days when sufferings come as 

a result o f temptation and persecutions. 
One must not let these cause a break in 
service o f the Lord.

2. There are days when sacrifice must be 
made in order to serve Him. Personal 
interests and com forts must lie sacrificed: 
God must be first.
There are days when one must worship 
without feeling. Faith must be pure 
and simple. Nothing that can come in 
all the days o f life must hinder the w or
ship and service o f the Lord.

4. All the days o f our life can only mean, 
that through all seasons, and times, and 
under all circumstances o f life, one must 
keep in touch with God. N ot a break 
in the whole period of our earthly days. 
One must not lose sight of G od 's face. 
In such service only is there supreme 
happiness and satisfaction.

T ext: “ For ye are yet carnal”  (1 Cor.
I n t r o d u c t io n :

1. There are various terms in Scripture that 
apply to the carnal mind. W e give here a 
few’ of them : “ The old man,”  “ The body 
of sin” (R om . 6 :6 ). “ Sin that dwelleth in 
m e" (R om . 7 :2 0 ). “ The sin which doth so 
easily beset us”  (H eb. 12 :1).

2. Each of these terms reveals a certain aspect 
o f the carnal mind. As the old man it is 
seen to belong to the old  life. As the body 
of sin it applies to the source and em bodi
ment o f all that is sinful.
As the sin dwelling in us it reveals its place 
to be in the very heart o f the moral nature. 
As the sin that doth so easily beset us it 
hinders and retards the believer in the 
Christian race.

1. The carnal mind is the problem  o f all b e 
lievers. It is the residue o f evil that re
mains after regeneration.
1. These persons o f whom  it is said, “ Ye are 

yet carnal,”  were “ babes in Christ.”  Such a 
relation means they are children o f God. 
They were forgiven o f sins. They were 
adopted into the family of God. They 
had the witness o f the Spirit as all babes

in Christ have. Yet they were carnal. So 
are all babes in Christ.

2. Regeneration does not remove the carnal 
mind. Regeneration is a complete and 
perfect work, doing much for the soul; 
but it does not destroy the carnal mind as 
some teach. These persons were not back
sliders. Their relation as babes in Christ 
is recognized by the apostle. But they 
are carnal, thus proving that regeneration 
does not remove the carnal mind.

II. We will now  consider some facts about the
carnal mind as shown here.
1. Carnality is a hindrance to the believer 

receiving o f the things o f the Spirit.
“ I could not speak unto you  as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal.”  “ Y e were 
not able to bear it." But w hy? Surely 
not because they were not intelligent 
enough to comprehend it. It was not a 
mental hindrance; but a heart hindrance. 
The carnal mind kept them from  receiving 
spiritual things which would have en
riched their lives.
a. They were hindered from  spiritual de

velopment. They had remained in a 
state o f protracted babyhood. They 
had not come to spiritual m anhood. 
What is responsible for this deplorable 
condition in the church if carnality 
is not the cause?

b. Carnality hinders fruit bearing. It 
hinders spiritual service. W hy such a 
meager crop o f graces, if carnality is 
not the cause? W hy such a pow er
less prayer life? W hy such little pa
tience under trial ? W hy such want of 
charity? The answer is, “ Y e are yet 
carnal.”

2. Carnality can so assert itself as to make 
some “ walk as men." “ Are ye not carnal, 
and walk as m en?”
Here carnality had caused them to drop 
to the level o f the world.
a. They had envyings. Thus were wrong 

in heart.
b. They had strife. Thus were wrong in 

word. For it w'as strife o f words and 
controversies that caused church 
troubles.

c. They had divisions. Thus were wrong 
in actions and deeds. These are sure 
evidences o f the carnal mind.
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3. Persons that are carnal show it in other
ways:
a. They m ay glory in men (verse 21). 

Thus may be divided over their prefer
ences as to the type o f preacher they 
want, as these were, and fail to g .t  the 
benefit o f the ministry. They see 
only the instrument o f God, and not 
God.

b. They show carnality by insisting on 
doing works which will not pass the 
test o f fire. They are b u sy ; but do 
nothing that is worth while. They 
make no contribution to the cause of 
Christ that will pass the judgment 
test. Their building is w ood , hay, 
stubble.

c. Such as are carnal fail to appreciate 
what full redemption can and does 
mean. “ All things are you r ’s”  (v . 22). 
Y et they see it not. “ The w orld, life, 
death, things present, things to com e,” 
can be possessed by faith that is un
hindered by carnality.

SERM ON STUDIES IN H EB REW S
B y  W . W . C l a y

VI. Holiness in the Book o f Hebrews
W e have already noted that the apparent pur

pose o f this book  is that o f warning, warning 
against falling short o f all G od expects of us in 
grace or growth, and warning against backsliding 
and apostasy, and that the theme is Jesus exalted 
at G od ’s right hand. Each o f these is a path 
that leads to holiness. There is no greater safe
guard against backsliding than to realize the cost 
and worth o f holiness; and any consideration o f 
Jesus in His exalted ministry brings us face to 
face with the holiness o f G od and the need o f 
holiness in man. So it is not surprising that 
in such a book  we not only catch glimpses of 
holiness, but confronting us at every turn, it is 
revealed as the culmination o f G od ’s will for men, 
as the climax o f his plan o f redemption.

One remarkable aspect o f the revelation in re
gard to holiness in this book  is the viewpoint 
from  which it is considered. Other books o f the 
Bible have as much to say about holiness as this, 
but their viewpoint is the plane o f man’s sin, 
man’s failure, man’s loss, man’s need. From  this 
low ly ground we look  up through the earth- 
clouds and catch glimpses o f the holiness o f God 
as dow n through the rifts come streams o f His 
grace touching our sin and need. But in the book

o f Hebrews we are looking at holiness from  the 
plane o f the heavenlies, in the very presence of 
the holiness o f God, in full view  o f the great 
High Priest with His offering o f precious blood, 
while looking dow n to earth we catch glimpses 
o f man’s need and see the great purpose and will 
o f G od being worked out in human life and 
character.

Holiness is definitely included in the intro
ductory words o f the book : “ W hen he had by 
himself purged our sins.”  The w ord “ purged” 
means more than cancellation o f the penalty— it j 

definitely relates to taking out o f us the defile
ment o f sin. Holiness is breathed in the final 
benediction: “ M ake you  perfect in every good 
work to do his will.”  The w ord “ perfect” here 
cannot mean the perfection o f developm ent or 
achievement, for it is a perfection that comes by 
the hand o f G od— “ make you  perfect” — and hence 
can refer only to holiness.

Then there are tw o great key texts that sum 
up all that is said in the book  about holiness. 
One is the first distinctive reference to it, in 
ch. 2:11, “ For both he that sanctifieth and they 
who are sanctified are all o f one: for w'hich cause 
he is not ashamed to call them brethren.”  The 
other is the last form al reference to holiness, 
found in ch. 13:12, 13: “ W herefore Jesus also, 
that he might sanctify the people with his own 
blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go 
forth therefore unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach.”  These texts both reveal 
the essentials o f the doctrine o f holiness, and all 
other references in the book  to holiness naturally 
group themselves around these tw o. Both texts 
unite to show the follow ing truths.

I. The Sanctifier. The first text says, “ He that 
sanctifieth.”  The final one says, “ W herefore Jesus 
also that he might sanctify.”  In the introduction 
we read, ‘ ‘W hen he had by himself purged our 
sins.”

1. Christ was a perfect Savior and brought a 
perfect salvation (ch. 5 :9 ) . Perfect as God, per
fect as man, perfect as an offering. Hence He 
could bring a perfect salvation from  all sin.

2. Christ came to  accomplish all the will o f 
G od (ch. 10 :5 -10), and this will definitely in
cludes our sanctification.

3. Chrirt’s blood  alone can sanctify (ch. 13:12; 
9 :1 4 ; 10 :29). Hence it can never come through 
growth, nor lapse o f time, nor human effort, nor 
environment, nor death. A11 the holiness we now 
have or ever can have in this life or the next 
must come through Jesus.

(14)
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4. Christ suffered with this purpose in view. 
“W herefore Jesus also that he might sanctify,
. . . suffered” (ch. 13 :12). “ Lo, I com e”  (ch. 
10:9).

II. The sanctified.
1. People (ch. 13 :12). N ot angels or dead 

folks; hence the experience is a possibility in this 
life. “ They who are sanctified”  (ch. 2 :1 1 ).

2. Saved people (ch. 10 :22). Only those who 
have a true heart, a blood-sprinkled heart, and a 
body washed from  sin's practice and habits, can 
have “ boldness to enter into the holiest.”

3. Those who earnestly desire it, who are w ill
ing to “ go forth unto him without the camp, bear
ing his reproach”  (ch . 13 :13), who fear lest, a 
promise being left them of entering into His rest, 
they should come short o f it (ch. 4 :1 ) .

4. Those who diligently seek it. “ Let us labor 
to enter”  (ch. 4 :1 1 ).

5. Those w ho believe. “ W e which have be
lieved do enter into rest” (ch. 4 :3 ) .  “ Let us 
draw near in full assurance o f faith”  (ch. 10:22).

III. The experience.
1. A cleansing experience. A taking away, a 

negative work. “ Purged” (ch. 1 :3 ). “ Purifying
. . sanctifieth . . . purge” (ch. 9:13, 14). “ T o 

put away sin”  (ch. 9 :2 6 ).
2. A filling experience. The adding o f a divine 

increment, a positive work. G od ’s law written 
in heart and mind (ch. 10 :16 ). His H oly Spirit 
given in special measure to the sanctified (ch. 
10:15).

3. A  conscious experience. “ W hereof the H oly 
Ghost is a witness unto us”  (ch .10 :IS ). The 
only sin that G od has given us that we are 
sanctified is not em otion or blessing but the in
filling and indwelling o f the H oly  Spirit. He 
not only bears witness, but he is the witness. On 
the other hand, the divine sign o f the incoming 
of the H oly Ghost is not the speaking in tongues 
or any other gift o f the Spirit, but heart purity 
(Acts 15:8, 9 ) . These tw o witness to each other. 
There can be n o  sanctification without the Pente
costal fulness o f the H oly  Ghost, and no pente- 
costal baptism apart from  entire sanctification.

4. A  perfecting experience. Holiness is per
fection, not o f knowledge, nor o f activity, but 
of conscience, the controlling spiritual impulse, 
causing our will constantly to coincide with the 
will o f G od (ch . 9 :9 ; 10:1, l y  10 :14).

5. A victorious experience. “ W e which have 
believed do enter into rest”  (ch. 4 :3 ) . All wan
dering over, all warfare with inbred sin ended, 
all striving in our own strength ceascd. Christ

is master o f the situation, having dealt not only 
with our sins but with our sin, and we have 
entered into perfect rest o f heart (ch. 4 :1 -10 ). 
W e have the note o f victory in the benediction in 
ch. 13:21: “ Perfect in every good work, . . . 
working in you . . . through Jesus Christ.”

6. A separating experience. Just as Jesus was 
separate from  sinners (ch. 7 :2 6 ), just as he died 
an outcast without the camp (ch. 13:11, 12), so 
the path o f holiness will lead us beyond the gates 
of sin and worldly pleasure.

7. A joy fu l experience. “ By him therefore”—  
since He has sanctified u s —- “ let us offer the 
sacrifice o f praise to God continually”  (ch. 13:15). 
The w ord “ therefore”  links the w ord “ sanctify” 
in v. 12 with the word “ praise”  in v. 15. H ow  
this coincides with the high-priestly prayer o f 
Jesus, (John 17) when He prayed that His 
own might have His joy  fulfilled in themselves, 
and in order that this might be realized, prayed, 
“ Sanctify them.”

8. A practical experience. “ Purge . . .  to serve 
the living G od ”  (ch. 9 :1 4 ). “ Grace whereby we 
may serve God acceptably”  (ch. 12 :28). A  de
lightful and restful service.

IV . The effect o f holiness on the relationship 
between Christ and the believer. “ All o f one” 
(ch. 2 :1 1 ). “ Unto him”  (ch. 13:13).

1. A  unity o f nature. He partook o f our 
nature (ch. 2 :1 4 ), and we through holiness par
take o f His. “ Partakers o f Christ”  (ch. 3 :1 4 ).

2. A unity o f harm ony with the will o f God. 
Jesus was wholly yielded to the will o f the Fa
ther (ch. 10 :7-10), and He makes us “ perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well pleasing in his sight”  (ch. 
13:21).

3. A unity o f fellowship with him in suffering. 
“ Bearing his reproach”  (ch. 13:13). H ow  this 
reminds us o f Paul’s prayer, “ That I may know 
. . . the fellowship o f his sufferings” (Phil. 3 :1 0 ).

4. A unity o f fellowship with all whom  he 
has sanctified. “ All o f one”  (ch . 2 :1 1 ). I f  we 
are one with Him, we are one with all others 
who are one with Him, sharing each others bur
dens, reproaches, suffering, and jo y  (ch. 10:23, 
13:3, 16, 17). This is in accord with John 17:17, 
21.

5. A  unity o f expectancy. T w o things are re
vealed in the book  o f Hebrews concerning Christ’s 
program for the future. First, He is to “ appear 
the second tim e”  (ch. 10 :28). This will be the 
day w'hen His enemies will be made His fo o t 
stool, and all things shall be put in subjection
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under Him (ch. 2 :8 ). Every reference in the 
book to the coming o f Jesus and the day o f His 
power is a logical development o f the text of this 
great sermon, Psalm 110:1, “ till I make thine 
enemies thy footstool.”  Christ looks forward 
expectantly to this event, “ From henceforth ex
pecting till his enemies be made his footstool” 
(ch. 10:12, 13), and His sanctified ones share in 
this expectancy (ch. 9 :2 8 ). Second, the book 
keeps referring to the city Christ hath prepared 
for His sanctified ones (ch. 11:16) ; “ a city w'hich 
hath foundations,” (ch. 1 1 :10 ); the city o f which 
the earthly Jerusalem was only a sym bol (ch. 
1 2 :22 ); a city o f perpetual blessing, which lies 
at the end o f the path o f reproach which the 
sanctified through the blood  arc travelling (ch. 
13:12-14).

V. The anxiety o f the inspired writer for his 
hearers to have this experience.

1. “ Let us go forth therefore unto him” (ch. 
13:13). The w ord “ therefore” links the path of 
reproach in this verse with the statement of the 
preceding verse that He suffered to sanctify with 
His own blood, hcnce the holy urgency for us 
to go is not that reproach is desirable, but that 
the sanctification He holds for us is worth more 
than all the suffering o f the w'av to get it.

2. “ Let us labor to enter”  (ch. 4 :1 1 ). It 
means a struggle, a fight, just as Jesus said, 
“ Strive.”

3. “ Having therefore, brethren, boldness to en
ter” (H eb. 10 :19). I f  our holiness depended on 
our own merit or consecration or endeavor or 
earnestness, we might well despair, but since it 
depends wholly on the shed blood  of a perfect 
Savior, w'e may boldly enter, that is the only 
thing we can do to receive it. Just in simple 
faith to enter.

4. “ Follow  holiness, without which no man 
shall see the L ord”  (ch. 12:14). Holiness of 
heart is a necessity to fellowship with God, either 
here or hereafter. Sin defiles: that is why God 
has shut it out o f heaven; and if you would 
see the Lord in loving fellowship throughout 
eternity, you must have your heart cleansed from 
every stain o f sin.

Outlines and Studies
- T ext : Heb. 4:11.

Them e : The Rest for the People o f God.
1. The Scriptures here give us the inspired 

interpretation o f the entering into Canaan as a 
type o f the entrance o f God's people into an ex
perience that as it follow s the type must be

definite, epochal, and distinct from  conversion.
2. There are many terms in the Bible for this 

experience: entire sanctification, perfect love, cru
cifixion o f the old man, the enduement with p ow 
er, etc., and o f which carries with it a special 
shade o f meaning that illuminates our under
standing o f the experience, yet embracing all the 
other names.

This is true o f the name given in this chap
ter. the rest o f G od  (v . 1). the rest o f faith 
(v . 3 ).

I. The nature o f this rest.
1. An experience subsequent to reg"neration, 

“ a rest to the people of G od ”  (ch. 4 :9 ) . Note 
the two rests in M att. 11:28, 29. A lways a sec
ond grace in the divine order; Jesus says it can
not be otherwise (John 14:17).

2. An experience of holiness, “ hath ceased from  
his own works”  (ch. 4 :1 0 ). The old man dead. 
Ceased from  the works o f a carnal nature. Rest 
because o f the eradication of carnality, rest 
through the presence o f the H oly Ghost in his 
fulness.

3. A victorious experience. Rest to the chil
dren o f Israel meant v ictory over the privations of 
the wilderness life, over the enemies that harassed 
them by the way, over the enemies wrho sought 
to trouble thc-m in Canaan. H ow  many times the 
expression is used in Judges, “ Then had they 
rest from  all their enemies round about.”  This 
earthly rest was never fully realized in Canaan; 
they failed through unbelief to have the full rest 
as a people that God planned for them. But the 
fulfillment o f that of which this is a type is 
perfect rest for the soul in holiness. Rest in 
life, in death, at the coming o f Christ, in the 
judgment day.

II. H ow  to secure this rest.
1. A  strange paradox in the words, “ labor" 

to find “ rest.”  Vet to the man who would find 
rest, there must first be conflict. Jesus said, 
“ Strive." N o man gets saved or sanctified w ith
out a fight, a contest, a struggle.

2. A struggle with Satan. Tell why he opposes. 
Show his methods o f opposition : deceit about 
what holiness really is, threats as to what it will 
cost you in loss o f friends or material things, 
discouragement as to its possibility, an opposing 
environment around you. Y ou  must fight your 
way through, and God will help you through.

3. A  struggle with carnality. H ow  it will 
plead for itself. It must be dragged out to death

4. A struggle with self. The reason the Israel
ites did not go up from Kadesh to possess the

(161
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land was not because o f the opposition o f their 
enemies, but because o f the opposition within 
themselves. Self will make reservations, will put 
everything else on the altar but itself. But 
until God gets self on the altar, and self dies, 
there can be no blessing, no holiness perfected, 
no perfect rest (ch. 4 :1 0 ).

III . The danger o f failure to enter into this 
rest.

1. A danger o f falling (v . 11).
2. A  danger o f loss o f faith (v . 11).
3. W e ought to be afraid o f the displeasure of 

God (v . 1).

T e x t : Heb. 12:14.
Theme'. Holiness, G od's Inflexible Demand.
1. A  necessity for a sailor not only to have a 

chart, but to know  his ship's position on the 
chart. So we need to know where we are. Some 
rocks ahead. Some storms coming.

2. W e can get our bearings: our chart, the 
Bible, and the compass, the H oly  Spirit. There 
is a point that G od has fixed to which the com 
pass points unvarying, and by which we may 
get our bearings in every phase o f l i fe ; and that 
point is holiness.

3. A  brief word as to the nature and meaning 
of the holiness G od requires. N ot a theory alone, 
nor feeling, but the presence o f the H oly  Ghost 
in His fulness, cleansing the heart from  all sin. It 
is subsequent to regeneration, effected through 
the blood  o f Jesus, by faith, based on the promise 
of God. Nothing but life can overcom e death. 
Nothing but God can destroy sin. Y ou  may love 
holiness people, espouse the doctrine, join  the 
movement, exhibit great physical demonstrations 
in the name of holiness, sacrifice to spread it and 
contend for i t ; but unless you  have the fulness 
of the Spirit who is holy, you  do not have the 
holiness that God here demands.

I. An inescapable com m and. The text as in
clusive and exclusive and conclusive as John 
3:7. Y ou cannot tunnel under, climb over or get 
around G od 's “ must”  and “ without which.”

W hy G od demands it:
1. Holiness a necessity for  perfect fellowship 

with G od. G od is holy and hates sin, not only 
the act but that deform ity, disease, taint, moral 
distortion, called carnality. As leprosy in a child; 
the mother m ay love the child but loathes the 
disease, and is barred by it from  complete fellow 
ship with her child.

2. Holiness a necessity for  happiness. Car
nality always breeds unhappiness; that is why

in the words of the text God has shut it out. 
Sin defiles every source o f happiness on earth; the 
home, ties o f kinship, friendship, love. But it 
can never enter heaven, and God seeks to drive 
it from  your heart and forever close the door 
against it.

3. Holiness a necessity to secure the approba
tion o f God. He cannot approve o f the heart 
which harbors that which he hates and which 
hates him (R om . 8 :7 ).

4. Holiness a necessity for our safety. N o 
heart is safe where carnality dwells. Carnality 
always treacherous. A lways an ally o f Satan. 
W e can only be perfectly kept as we let God 
perfectly save us.

II. The meaning o f the command, “ Follow  
holiness.”

1. It means to believe what G od says about 
it: that it is necessary (text) ; that it is His will 
(1 Thess. 4 :3 ) ;  that it is for us (1 Thess. 5:23, 
24) ; that it is the crucifixion o f the old man 
(R om . 6 :6 ).

2. It means earnestly to seek it. Even the 
L ord ’s work must wait until this is done (Luke 
24 :40). A complete consecration, at any cost.

3. It means to cherish it. The most important 
thing in your experience is the presence o f the 
H oly  Ghost in His cleansing, keeping fulness.

4. It means definitely to make it the outstand
ing feature of your testimony and preaching. 
I f  Christ put it first in His wonderful prayer, 
if God has made it the test o f fitness for heaven, 
we must give it the first place in our ministry 
and witnessing.

III. Conclusion. Have you this experience? 
If not, what excuse have you for refusing this 
b lood-bought gift o f your Savior.

D EPAR TM E N T OF SUGGESTIONS
B y  D. S. C o r le t t

Sermon Suggestions from First Peter
T h em e— T he Trinity and M an’s Salvation.
Text-— "Elect according to the foreknowledge of 

God the Father, through sanctification o f the 
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling o f the blood 
o f Jesus Christ”  (1 Peter 1 :2 ).

I. The Father in Redemption.
■ “ Elect according - t o  the foreknowledge o f

G od the Father.”
1. Through the foreknowledge o f God our 

salvation was planned.
2, They were the “ elect”  through this fore

knowledge.
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a. There are four other uses o f the 
original w ord translated “ elect” : (1) 
Chosen; (2 ) Separated; (3 ) Excel
lent; (4 ) Beloved; which give to us 
the real meaning o f the w ord “ elcct.”

II. The Spirit o f Redemption.
“ Through sanctification o f the Spirit.”
1. This “ election”  by the Father is com 

pleted through sanctification.
a. By the H oly Spirit, the executive of 

the God-head.
b. “ And belief o f the truth”  (2 Thess. 

2 :13).

1. Our sanctification is revealed 
through the truth.

2. Because o f this revealed truth 
faith is born. “ Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word 
of G od .”

3. Belief o f the truth as a possible 
present experience brings the ex
perience through the operation of 
the Spirit in our hearts.

III. The Son in Redemption.
“ Unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
o f Jesus Christ.”
1. The blood  o f Jesus Christ is the procur

ing cause o f sanctification.
2. The “ sprinkling”  or application o f the 

merits o f that blood  is our only means 
o f sanctification.

3. The “ elect,” the “ sanctified,”  are obedi
ent to Christ.

T h e m e — The Living Hope.
Text— “ Blessed be the God and Father o f our 

Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abun
dant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
[living R . V .] hope by the resurrection o f Jesus 
Christ from  the dead, to an inheritance incor
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for y ou ”  (1 Peter 1 :3 -4 ).

I . The Basis o f this living Hope.
“ The resurrection o f Jesus Christ from  the 
dead.”

II. The Reason for this living Hope.
“ W ho according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again.”  Having been “ born 
again”  was the reason for this hope within 
them.

III . W hat is this living H op e?
“ T o an inheritance incorruptible, and un
defiled and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you .”

1. The contrast is evidently made here be
tween the earthly inheritance o f the Jew 
and the heavenly inheritance o f the 
Christian. Their inheritance, the Canaan 
land, was corrupted by the coming in o f 
strange people; it was defiled by the 
worship o f heathen gods; it had faded 
away from  them, being now  in the 
hands o f their conquerors, the Romans. 
The heavenly inheritance will not thus 
disappear.

2. The Character of this Inheritance.
Three negatives are used. WTe have but 
a meager conception o f this inheritance, 
and only frequent glimpses o f it given 
to us in the Scriptures in terms like 
these; thrones, v ictor's palms, conqueror's 
rewards, everlasting life, gold and pre
cious stones; are the positive statements 
given to us.
a. It is incorruptible. W ill not decay, 

does not have within it the prin
ciple o f dissolution or decay.

b. It is undefiled. Does not admit of 
any impurity.

c. It fadeth not away. It is evergreen.
3. The Place o f this Inheritance. “ R e

served in heaven for you .”
It is a prepared place for a people pre
pared through being “ begotten again.”

T iie m e — G od ’s M ethod o f Preserving His 
Children.

T ext— “ W ho are kept by the power o f God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be re
vealed in the last tim e” (1 Peter 1:5').

I. Note we “ are kept”  or “ guarded,”  R . V.
Dr. Maclaren states the picture is that of 
a defenseless position, o f an unwalled city 
out in the open, garrisoned with a strong 
force or guard through which no assailant 
can break.
1. There are tw o ways of guarding a posi

tion:
a. Throwing a strong garrison around 

the position to  be defended.
b. Strengthening the point within to 

withstand the siege.
G od uses both m ethods in preserving 
His children.

II. By W hat are we K ept?
“ By the power o f G od .” B y the same 
supernatural power which w orked in us in
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regeneration and sanctification, and not our 
own power.

[II. Through W hat are we K ept?
"Through Faith” — Faith or trust in God 
is the medium by  which this keeping pow'er 
o f G od  is made ours. N ote, we are not 
called upon to “ hold out’ ’ ; we are called 
to “ hold on " by faith, and the pow er of 
God will “ hold out."

IV. For W hat are we K ept?
“ Kept unto . . . salvation ready to be re
vealed at the last time.”  Salvation is a 
wonderfully inclusive w ord. It com pre
hends the present experiences of grace which 
the Christian en joys; also as a progressive 
experience in which he is being saved or 
kept through all his d a y s ; and as in the 
text as a complete, final deliverance from 
all the effects and world of sin “ at the 
last time.”

T h e m e — W hy Christians Rejoice.
Text— “ Wherein ye greatly rejoice” (1 Peter 

1:6 ).

I. They rejoice because they have new life. 
H ave been “ begotten again”  through the 
mercy o f God (v . 3 ).

II. They rejoice in the springing up of a new 
hope.
“ Unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from  the dead” (v . 3 ).

III. They rejoice in a new inheritance.
“ T o an inheritance incorruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not aw ay”  (v . 4 ).

IV. They rejoice in a new security.
“ Are kept by the pow er o f G od ”  (v . S).

T h e m e — The Trial of Y our Faith.
T ext— “ Though now for a season, if need be, 

ye are in heaviness through m anifold temptations: 
that the trial o f your faith, being much more- 
precious than o f gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing o f Jc.^us 
Christ”  (1 Peter 1:6, 7).

I. The Necessity for Trial.
“ If need be . . . m anifold temptations," 

(trials, R . V .).
1. Trials or testings are necessary for dis

cipline.
“ W hom  the Lord loveth he chasteneth.”

2. Trials are necessary to strengthen faith. 
"T h e trial o f  your faith”  Note it is not

the trial o f love, hope, grace, etc., but 
o f faith.

3. Severe trials, as by fire, are sometimes 
necessary. Fire is used for two purposes 
in this sense.
a. T o purify, by removing the dross.
b. T o strengthen, as by  tempering steel.

II. A condition sometimes produced by trials:
"heaviness through m anifold temptations.”
1. There is a condition o f “ heaviness,”  de

pression, or darkness into which Chris
tians sometimes lapse which is consistent 
with holiness. G od ’s choicest saints have 
been there. Note Moses in Numbers 
11:14, IS ; David, “ why art thou cast 
down, 0  my soul” ; Elijah under the 
juniper tree; John the Baptist in prison, 
sending to Jesus to know if He was 
really the One to com e; John Wesley 
in this condition once said,
“ I am a poor sinner and nothing at all 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”  
Charles Spurgeon in this state could only 
say, “ Jesus died for m e.” George W hite- 
field said, “ Perish the name o f George 
Whitefield forever, but let the name o f 
G od stand before the people.”  Note 
also 1 Peter 4:12.

2. What to do in this condition.
Hold steady, do not waver in your 
faith, it is a trial o f your faith. Read 
Isaiah SO: 10. Note about this verse.
a. They were fearing the Lord, obeying 

the voice of His servant. They were 
not backsliders.

b. They were in darkness, heaviness, de
pression, having no light.

c. They were not commanded to seek 
God over again as backsliders; but 
rather to “ trust in the name o f the 
Lord and stay [rely R . V .] upon his 
G od.”  Let us do this rather than 
doubt when in heaviness through 
m anifold trials.

III. The Result o f Trials.
“ Praise, honor, and glory at the appearing 
o f Christ,”  if these trials are successfully 
met and overcom e.

T h e m e — Universal Interest in Christ and His
Cross.

Text— “ Of which salvation the prophets . . . 
prophesied o f the grace that should come unto

(19)
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you: . . . The Spirit o f Christ . . . testified be
forehand of the sufferings of Christ, and the glorv 
that should follow . . . . The things, which are 
now reported unto you . . . which things the 
angels desire to look  into” (1 Peter 1:10-12).

In these few clauses is shown the unity of 
the Old and New Testam ent; Christ and His 
sufferings, His cross, was the center o f prophetic 
utterance, and Spirit inspiration in the Old Testa
ment ; also the theme o f gospel preaching, and 
H oly Spirit unction in the New Testament, and 
the attraction o f angels.

T. Christ and His Sufferings the Center of 
Prophetic Utterance (v . 10). Their whole 
message had as its purpose the creating of 
an expectant attitude toward one great Per
son, who should bring them salvation.

II. Christ and His Sufferings, the Purpose of 
Spirit Inspiration (v . 11). This is a w onder
ful testimony to the divine inspiration o f the 
prophetic message o f the Old Testament. 
N ote, the prophecy was centered around His 
sufferings and subsequent glory, much more 
than around the life o f Christ.

III. Christ and His Sufferings the Theme of 
Gospel Preaching (v . 12).
1. The substance o f all gospel preaching is 

given in these few verses, a. Salvation;
b. the grace that should come unto y o u ;
c. the sufferings o f Christ; d. the glory 
that should fo llow ; e. the presence o f the 
H oly  Spirit in preaching.

IV . Christ and His Sufferings are the Study of 
Angels. In the sufferings o f Christ as well as 
His incarnation G od is revealed in a manner 
in which He has not been known to them.

V. The benefits o f Christ and His sufferings, 
by  the gospel are offered to each o f us.

T h e m e — G od ’s Call to Holiness.
Text— “ But as he which hath called you is 

holy, so be ye holy in all manner o f conversation; 
because it is written, Be ye holy ; for I am h oly ” 
(1 Peter 1:15-16).

I. Note, This Is a C om m and: “ Be ye holy .”
1. W hy this Com m and? “ Because I am 

holy”  God, the holy God wants His 
children to be like Him . W e are going 
to a holy heaven, to associate with holy 
men and angels; we must be holy to be 
in harmony with our surroundings.

2. Objections raised to being holy.
a. It is impossible to be holy. This 

charges God with being unjust and

demanding something man is not able 
to obtain. G od is just and good 
and with every demand He provides a 
means.

b. I have never seen a holy person, 
therefore there are none.
1. The one offering this objection is 

not a capable judge; he is so 
tainted by sin that he would in all 
probability not know  a holy per
son should he see one.

2. I f  God has ever made any person 
holy, He is able to make people 
holy today. See following refer
ences concerning holy p eop le ; we 
m ay be holy today (2 Kings 4 :9 ; 
Psa. 86 :2 ; Eph. 1 :4 ; Eph. 5 :27 ; 
Col. 3 :1 2 ; 1 Thes. 3 :2 7 ; Heb. 3 :1 ; 
1 Peter 3 :5 ; 1 Peter 1 :21).

3. H ow  can a person consistently object to 
holiness when he demands purity else
where? W e demand pure food , pure 
drugs, pure milk, pure air, pure gasoline; 
purity everywhere, why not a pure 
or holy heart ?

III. W hat does it mean to the h o ly? Consult
dictionaries, etc.
1. It means heart purity, free from  dross, 

from  m oral defilement, free from  sin. 
T o be free from  everything that does not 
naturally and normally belong in the 
heart o f a Christian.

2. It means holy in conduct. “ H oly in all 
manner of living.”  This holiness within 
will work out in our actions, deeds, m o
tives and conversation.

IV. The Necessity o f Being H oly.
1. Like all other comm ands it must be 

obeyed. It is not optional with us any 
more than any one o f the ten com m and
ments.

2. It is necessary to get to heaven. “ W ith
out holiness no man shall see the L ord” 
(H eb. 12:14; also M att. 5 :8 ).

T h e m e —  H ow  W e are Redeemed.
Text— “ Y e were not redeemed with corruptible 

things, as silver and gold, . . . but with the 
precious blood  o f Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18, 19). 

T h e m e — Heart Purity.

Text— “ Seeing ye have purified your souls in
in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love o f the brethren, see that ye

( 20 )
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love one another with a pure heart fervently” 
(1 Peter 1 :22).

I. Heart Purity is obtained through obeying 
the truth.

II. Heart Purity is effective by the work of 
the Spirit.

III. Heart purity produces unfeigned love for 
the brethren. “ Unfeigned”— without h ypoc
risy. sincerely.

“ Used”  Evangelistic Messages
T h e m e — W hat Think Y e o f Christ?
Text— “ W hat think ye of Christ? W hose son 

is h e?" (M att. 22:42 ).
Note the context. A day o f questioning for 

Jesus; His answers astonished them ; this, His 
question confounds them ?

I. Christianity is especially a system of truth 
which challenges thought.
1. Unlike many other religions which p ro 

gress through the ignorance o f its p eop le ; 
Christianity and Christ challenges 
thought, appeals to the reason, addresses 
itself to the highest powers o f man.

2. It challenges the highest class of thinking. 
N ot so much that o f the world, but the 
thought regarding the soul of m en; to 
“ seek ye first the kingdom  of G od and 
his righteousness;” which is the very 
foundation o f real life.

II. What did the people of Jesus' day think 
of Chri-t?
1. W hat were their thoughts concerning 

Christ, or Messiah (separate from  
Jesus) ? This may be gathered from  
the testimony o f the Old Testament 
writers and prophets.

2. W hat did they think o f Jesus as the 
Christ, or Messiah ?
a. His enemies. Sadducees, Pharisees, 

Caiaphas, Pilate, etc.
b. His friends, John the Baptist, Peter, 

women, disciples, Saul o f Tarsus.
III. What should we think o f Christ today?

1. W e see the fruits o f His life and char
acter everywhere. W e view him not 
only as the people to whom  this ques
tion was presented but as He was then 
and is today plus nineteen centuries o f 
work.
a. W here Christ has been preached other 

systems o f worship have passed away. 
Where is Diana of Ephesus? the gods 
o f Greece and Rom e today? Christ

overshadows them all, has wrought 
their ruin.

b. W here Christ has been preached it 
has altered society. “ The way to 
altar society is to change the people 
making that society.”
1. It has changed mankind.
2. It has exalted wom anhood.
3. It has bettered home conditions.
4. It lias brought humanitarian up

lift ; hospitals, orphanages, etc.
5. It has regenerated and sanctified 

individuals; drunkards, blasphem
ers, habit driven mortals, harlots, 
the more moral persons, all have 
been transformed by its power.

2. What do you  think of Christ. Is He 
worthy o f your heart? your life? your 
service? D o as others have done, give 
Him your heart; He will give you what 
others have received, salvation.

T h e m e — W hom  D o M en Say That I A m ?
Text— "W h om  do men say that I the Son of 

man a m ?”  (M att. 16:13).
The answer to this question may be m odern

ized ; “ Some say thou art a good M an, some a 
peerless Teacher, some a matchless Example, and 
others a wonderful Physician.”  Our opinion o f 
Christ will largely determine what we will receive 
from Ilim , also shows our view of the condition 
o f mankind today. He will be no more to us 
than our own conviction of our need.

I. M en Say that He was merely a G ood  Man. 
The sum total of human perfection and at
tainm ent; the only perfect man, the one in 
whom  goodness was supreme; but all a 
product of human attainment and not di
vine. I f  there has been one such character 
as a result o f human attainment, why not 
others? That He was a good M an, we all 
agree, but He was more, He was the Son 
of God.

II. M en say that He was merely a Peerless 
Teacher.
They look  upon man as being ignorant: 
ignorant o f his best interests, ignorant 
o f the powers of his own soul, 
ignorant o f what his relations to his fellow- 
man should be, also his relation to God. 
He studies the teachings o f Jesus along with 
the teachings of other religious leaders, but 
gives no higher authority for their origin. 
I f  man is only ignorant then all He needs

(21 )
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is a teacher to instruct h im ; so he en
deavors to follow  the teaching o f Jesus, 
to apply the principles o f these teachings, 
etc. But with what success? He fails. 
M an is more than ignorant, he is sinful 
and needs a Savior as well as a teacher; for 
the teachings o f Jesus apart from  His power 
as a Savior only m ock man’s vain en
deavors to follow  them.

III. M en say that He was a Matchless Example. 
They look upon man as having lost his way, 
as groping around in the dark needing a 
light, conscious that he should do better, 
but needs a pattern to follow  in order to 
do right, for other men are about as himself. 
He finds this pattern or example in Jesus. 
He studies and admires the life of Jesus 
and by his own endeavors tries to follow  
this example. But with what success? He 
fails. The very first thing necessary in fo l
lowing His example is “ to do no sin”  (1 
Peter 2 :21-23). He is more than an E x
ample, He is a Savior, imparting pow er to 
follow  His example.

IV . M en say He was a W onderful Physician. 
They assume that man is sick, physically and 
mentally, and thus all he needs is a great 
Physician. But man is more than sick, he 
is sinful and a sinner, and needs a Savior 
as well as a Physician.

V. “ But whom do ye say that I am ? Thou 
art the Christ.”
1. As the Christ He is the Savior, Redeemer.
2. As Savior, etc., He imparts strength to 

follow  His example, to obey His teach
ings, to bring us from  our sin and 
ignorance and enables us to live for 
Him here in this sinful world.

T h e m e — T o W hom  Shall W e G o?
Text— “ Lord, to whom  shall we g o?  thou hast 

the words o f eternal life”  (John 6 :6 8 ).
The crowds were leaving Jesus because o f His 

teachings. He looked to His disciples with the 
question, “ W ill ye also go a w a y ?”  The text is 
their answer.

I. T o  whom shall we go for authority in re
ligion? T o the w orld? to modern teachers? 
to other religions in the w orld? N o ! T o 
Jesus. “ I am the way, the truth and the 
life.”

II. T o  whom  shall we go as a competent guide 
in obtaining eternal life?
T o our own m inds? to our self-trust? to

( 2 2 )

false teachers o f toda y? N o ! to Jesus. 
“ Thou hast the words o f eternal life.” “ This 
is life eternal, that they might know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent."

III. T o  w'hom shall we go for an answer to our 
questions about im m ortality? T o pagan or 
godless philosophers? to the w orld? N o ! 
to Jesus. “ I am the resurrection and the 
life, he that believeth in me though he were 
dead, yet shall he live.”  “ Because I live ye 
shall live also.”

IV. T o  whom  shall we go to supply the heart 
needs o f sinful m en? Of forgiveness, re
m oval o f guilt, deliverance from  the power 
of sin, victory over the king o f terrors, 
death; for the cleansing from  all carnality? 
T o  Jesus alone. “ Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for  there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.”

T h e m e —W hat Shall I do W ith Jesus?
Text— “ W hat shall I do then with Jesus which 

is called C hrist?” (M att. 27:22 ).
I. This is an important question, because of 

the character o f the person in question.
He is particularly a world character in a 
sense that no other man is a world character. 
The question is then much different from  
that asked about any great man o f the 
world. N o other person bears the same 
relation to the w or ld ; He came as the 
w orld ’s Redeemer, His unique character 
as the God-m an proves this, no other such 
character ever lived.

II. This is a challenging question, because it 
demands choice.
1. W hat may I do with Jesus?
2. W hat does it matter what 1 do with 

Him ?
III. This is a personal question, because each 

must answer it for himself.
1. He is particularly the Savior of the 

individual, so each must decide what he 
will do with Him.

2. Such a question demands immediate de
cision.

IV . This is a vital question, because eternal 
issues are involved.
1. W hat I do with Jesus now determines 

where I shall spend eternity.
W hat will you do with Jesus?
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ILLU STRA TIVE M A T E R IA L
Compiled by  J. G l e n n  G ould  

Says Bishop M atthew Simpson: “ I shall never 
forget an exhibition I once attended. Shortly 
after schools for the imbecile were com m enccd in 
Europe, a young man, m oved with benevolence, 
crossed the ocean to examine their m ode of 
operation and success. Assured o f their utility, he 
returned and comm enced a similar institution. 
He advertised for the most idiotic and helpless 
child that could be found. A m ong those brought 
to him was a little boy  of five years o f age. He 
had never spoken or walked, had never chewed 
any hard substance, or given a look  of recognition 
to a friend. He lay on the floor, a mass of flesh, 
without even ability to turn himself over. Such 
was the student brought to this school. The 
teachcr fruitlessly made effort after effort to get 
the slightest recognition from  his eyes, or to 
produce the slightest intentional act. Unwilling, 
however, to yield, at the hour o f noon he had 
the little boy  brought to his room , and he lay 
down beside him every day for half an hour, 
hoping that some favorable indication might 
occur. T o im prove the time o f his rest, he 
read aloud from  some author. One day, at the 
end o f six months, he was unusually weary and 
did not read. He soon discovered that the child 
was uneasy, and was trying to m ove itself a little, 
as if to turn toward him. The thought flashed 
upon his mind: ‘ It misses the sound o f my 
voice.’ He turned himself closely to it, brought 
his mouth near the child’s hand, and after re
peated efforts the little fellow  succeeded in plac
ing his finger on the teacher's lips, as if to say, 
‘Make that sound again.’ The teacher said that 
moment he felt he had control o f that boy . He 
gained his attention, and by careful manipulation 
of his muscles succeeded in teaching him to walk, 
and then to read. When I saw him at the end 
of five years he stood on a platform , read cor
rectly, recited the names o f the Presidents of 
the United States, and answered accurately a 
number o f questions on our national history. 
I looked with astonishment and said to myself, 
‘Was there ever such patience and such devotion? 
and how strong should be the love o f that little 
boy for his teacher!’ I said, ‘W as there ever an 
instance o f one stooping so low  and w’aiting so 
long?’ Then I said, ‘Yes, there was one instance 
— the Son o f God came dow n from  heaven, laid 
Himself dow n beside me, His great heart by my 
heart, w'atched me w'ith perpetual care, infused 
into me o f His own life, and waited for nearly

twenty years before I reached my finger to His 
lips, and said, “ Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth” .’ ”
Reckon Y e!

In foggy or cloudy weather mariners at sea 
are often compelled to resort to what they term 
dead-reckoning. Sometimes for days together 
the sun is hidden by clouds and no observations 
can be taken with the usual instruments for de
termining latitude and longitude. Then the cap
tain ascertains by the compass what direction he 
is pursuing, and by the log the rate at which 
the ship is sailing, and thus by marking out his 
daily advance on a chart he is enabled with as
tonishing accuracy to determine when and at 
what point he will sight the shore toward which 
the voyage is directed. W hat he reckons be
comes real when he tells the passengers, “ Within 
five minutes we ought to see the Irish coast,” 
followed within the specified time by the cry from  
the lookout, “ Land, h o !”

T o the Christian believer the Bible is both com 
pass and log and chart. Sometimes he enjoys the 
witness o f the Spirit clear as the sunshine, as
suring him that he is going in the right direction, 
and informing him as to his whereabouts in Chris
tian experience, but when not thus favored he 
can still m ove on by faith, he still has his compass 
and his chart, and he can still em ploy the dead- 
reckoning, and go forward with a holy trust that 
in due time he shall land in the heavenly port.—  
D r . D ougan  C l a r k .
I mportunity 

On one occasion in Kentucky I ’ve seen a group 
o f negroes try to start a balking mule. Their 
efforts, however, were not successful. One slapped 
him on the back with a small board; another 
took his hat and whipped him in the face. 
Presently an old negro came dow n the road and 
told the others to stand aside. He took  a small 
switch and whipped the mule lightly on the front 
knees. He continued, it seemed, a very long 
time, and whipped him in one place all the time. 
Presently the mule started to go. Those standing 
around asked questions about the m ethod, and 
the old negro said, “ There’s only one secret in 
m y method, and that is, you just got to keep 
pecking away uiftil he starts.”— R e v . C. H. 
H o l c o m b .
Can the Ethiopian Change His Skin?

A little colored boy, So the story goes, having 
watched his old mamm y's success in bleaching 
clothes, covered his face with soapsuds and lay 
dow n on the lawn in the hot sun with the hope
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of turning white. It was a very uncomfortable 
and disappointed little boy whom his mother 
admonished a couple o f hours later.

“ Lan's sake, ch ile ! D on ’t you know ye can’t 
make white folks of vous’f by bleaching from  
the outside?’ ’ she asked.

Did you ever see a man or woman trying to 
follow  Christ by the bleaching method o f the 
colored b o y ?— Record o f Christian W ork.
The Wiles of the Devil

In ancient Greece among the lairest of maidens 
was one called Dejanira whom  a host o f suitors 
strove to win. Among the suitors were Hercules 
and Achelous, to whom  the rest gave way, and 
these two mighty gods came to battle over her. 
Achelous, the river god, found himself no match 
for the powerful son of Jove, and found himself, 
after a terrific struggle, on his face with his 
mouth in the dust and his throat in the grip of 
Hercules’ mighty hand.

But Achelous was possessed of a strange power 
to transform himself at will either into a hissing 
serpent or a raging bull. First he curled his body 
into a coil and hissed with his forked tongue in 
Hercules’ face. But Hercules had strangled snakes 
in his infancy and was soon choking the very 
life from  his rival’s body. Vanquished in this 
form , Archelous turned himself into a bull, but 
Hercules rushed upon him, threw him upon the 
sand, wrenched one o f his horns from  his angry 
head, and compelled him to acknowledge his 
mighty foe his conqueror.

That bull is a man’s besetting sin in the sen c 
that it is the ultimate form  it assumes to cause a 
saint to fall. The devil is a pastmaster in meta
morphosis. The essence o f evil is ever the same, 
but its form  is as varied as the passions of men. 
You conquer it in one form , and it appears in 
another. But there are those who have victory 
at practically every point but one, and here is 
where the death struggle must take place. But 
thank God, there is divine strength o f  a mightier 
sort than Hercules ever knew, and even the bull 
can be thrown and throttled and overcom e. It 
is not necessary to sin. and after all he is the 
mightiest hero who alone on his knees with God, 
with no applauding hands to cheer him on, meets 
his foe and remorselessly rides it down.— D r . W . 
E. B if.o e r w o l f . ' '
W e W ould See Jesus

I n ' the recent “ Life o f the Anglican Bishop 
of Chelmsford, Dr. W atts-D itchfield,”  appears an 
anecdote, the beauty o f which will appeal to 
every parent. It will serve as an illustration of

another yearning of the human heart, which is 
not always satisfied by the provision made for 
its needs by church architects:

One day his little daugher entered her father's 
study. “ W hat do you want, my darling?" asked 
the future bishop, who was busy at his work. 
There was no answer. “ W ould you like a sw eet? ’ ’ 
went on the father, meanwhile opening a drawer 
in which he kept supplies for the bairns. “ No, 
daddy," was the reply. “ Well, then, tell me 
what you  want." “ I don ’t want anything, 
daddy,”  said the little one, as she came near 
her father and climbed up on his knee. “ I just 
came to see you ."

Some folks go to church for that reason. They 
don't want to be instructed. They do not want 
to be amused. They do not want to be ad
monished. They want to see God. That is in 
them which cries out for the living God. and 
pitiful is the church which is dedicated to His 
name in which He is not visible I Yet how  many 
substitutes are offered— the “ sweet”  eloquence, 
the entertainment o f travel, biography, fiction, 
drama. The preacher has many things to re
member, but one thing he must never forget. 
He is G od ’s man, ministering in God's house, and 
his first duty after knowing God in his own 
experience is to help others to know  Him, to 
make all the services contribute to the sense of 
his real presence.— The Christian Advocate.

Nahuala and Ixtahaucan are tw o very primitive 
Indian towns for which workers in the Central 
American Mission have often asked for special 
prayer from  their supporters at home. W orkers 
have been thrown into jail, their literature burned, 
and their lives saved only by miracle. W . C. 
Townsend writes: “ N ow  where mobs form erly 
gathered lo  ki’l, sympathetic crow ds listen hun
grily to the W ord  o f Life. Threatening frowns 
have turned to friendly snrlcs. The workers are 
sought out for explanations from  the ‘W onderful 
B ook.' W hen two students from  the Bible In 
stitute returned recently from  a week-end visit 
to Nahuala, their eyes team ed with joy , al
though their faces at once wore a rather puzzled 
expression. They had gone to this town expect
ing the usual persecution, but instead had been 
received in a kindly fashion by  almost everyone. 
Then we remember that ‘prayer changes things-.’ 
This is the beginning o f  great things. All G uate
mala will notice when the gospel receives a large 
entrance into Nahuala and Ixtahuacan.”— M is
sionary Review  of the W orld.
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PRACTICAL
THE GREEK TE STA M E N T IN THE 
LIGH T OF RECENT RESEARCH

B y  B asil  W . M iller  
Greek Theological Words

FO R  the student of the Greek Testament a 
knowledge o f the different original words 
used to express theological ideas and d oc

trines is essential. Im proper exegesis either in 
writing or in the pulpit is due to a lack o f such 
information. Basic to any study of theology is 
an under tanding o f the Bible in the original. 
Certain Greek words are so outstanding in their 
importance that every minister should be ac
quainted with them.

1. Sin. A number of words are used in the 
Greek Testament to denote disapproved conduct. 
The English equivalent o f such are words like 
transgression, offense and sin. The most fre
quently used for the term sin is hamartui. The 
first meaning, etym ologically, is that o f “ miss
ing the m ark” and it always signifies either an 
action, or a character that does not conform  to 
the will o f  God, the Christian standard o f life. 
The w ord is used in tw o different w ays: (1) 
the comm itting o f sin, the doing o f that which is 
not in accordance with the will o f G od. In 
general, the w ord as used in this meaning carries 
with it the id?a o f responsibility and guilt. (2) 
The sin com m itted: the deed as distinguished 
from doing it.

2. Repentance. The New Testament uses two 
words to express the idea conveyed by the English 
term repentance, or repent. The less frequent of 
these is m etam elom ai, denoting, “ I have a care 
afterwards.”  It usually signifies to regret an 
action already perform ed. The m ore frequent 
word for repentance is m etanoeo, which means 
in the Greek Testament in moral terms a change 
from an evil to a good purpose— a thought which 
will control one's action. The verb means to 
turn away from  a sinful purpose which has had 
reference to a certain course o f action; and al
so to change the sinful trend o f the life, with no 
particular reference to a specified action, but 
rather to the whole course o f  one’s career. Right 
conduct is the sequence o f repentance. The cor-
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red  kind o f sorrow— godly sorrow— leads to re
pentance.

3. Forgiveness. The word used in the Greek 
Testament for forgive in the verb is aphiemi; and 
for the noun it is aphesis. Etym ologically the 
verb signifies to send away, and the noun denotes 
the act o f sending away. The usage takes on 
various meanings according to the context. Thus 
aphesis may signify release, dismiss (as a crim 
inal), acquittal, relaxation, exhaustion, divorce, 
discharge, a letting go, or an omission. As em
ployed with reference to sin aphiemi and apliesis 
are taken from  the legal vocabulary o f the time 
and refer to remitting or forbearing a debt or 
a penalty. T o forgive sins is to forbear to en
force the penalty. T o forgive the sinner is to 
remit the penalty which would have otherwise 
been enforced. Charizomai, meaning properly 
to be gracious, to bestow graciously, is also used 
to express forgiveness. W ith Jesus the legal 
sense is held in the background, for He used the 
term as including reception, fellowship and favor, 
as with the prodigal son.

-1. Lazv. The word nomns translated law 
in the N ew  Testament meant in Greek writers 
an established usage to which men should con
form . The word most com m only used in the 
Old Testament carried the connotation o f direction 
given to another, instruction, a rule o f action, 
a body o f instruction, and then a code o f rules. 
In the New Testament as well as in the Old the 
idea expressed in the term law is pervaded by 
the thought that the law, the code o f action, is 
from  God. In the New Testament the usage 
is: a single statute o f principle; the divine law, 
the law o f the Old Testament, the revelation 
o f the divine will as a historic fact, and finally 
the divine will in general. This had reference to 
the M osaic law taken from  the purely legalistic 
standpoint.

5. Faith. The words translated faith, pistis, 
and believe, pisteuo, in the Greek Testament are 
from the same root and are cognate in meaning. 
The idea com m on to both o f them is expressed 
more fully and concretely in the verb than in 
the noun. The New Testament usage o f pisteuo
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is: to accept as true a proposition or a person 
making a statement. This may be a proposition 
relative to religious truth. But in the m ajority 
o f cases that which is believed is pertaining to 
G od or Christ, or one bringing a divine message, 
and it is clearly indicated that the conduct is 
harmonized with this belief in the person or 
message. W hen the verb is accompanied by the 
preposition “ in”  or “ on”  it means to trust and 
to have confidence in, and when so used it refers 
only to Christ or God, or that which represents 
God. It also signifies, when thus em ployed, to 
comm it one’s self to Christ or God.

The word pistis com m only translated “ faith” 
in the N ew  Testament is used both in a passive 
sense o f faithfulness or trustworthiness, and in 
the active sense o f faith. As a noun in the latter 
case it signifies: belief in a proposition, or person, 
intellectual assent; belief o f a truth, apprehension 
and acceptance o f the truth concerning God and 
Christ with an emphasis on the intellectual ele
ment ; belief in the power and willingness o f God 
to bless and help and save, which Jesus enjoins 
His disciples to exercise toward G od, belief in the 
power and willingness o f Jesus to do a certain 
thing, heal' the sick, etc., accompanied by a com 
mittal o f oneself to Him, the acceptance o f the 
gospel message concerning Jesus and submitting 
to His will for salvation. Three distinct con
ceptions appear in the New Testament that are 
worthy o f note: the simplicity o f the conception 
o f faith in the Synoptic Gospels; the fuller ex
pression in the Fourth Gospel; and finally Paul’s 
association o f Old Testament faith in G od, with 
the distinctively Christian faith in Jesus as the 
Savior.

6. Righteousness and justification. There are 
three words that are treated in this connection: 
righteous, dikaios, righteousness, dikaiosune, and 
justify, dikaioo, all o f which are closely related.

The adjective righteous, dikaios, in the New 
Testament is clearly a m oral-forensic term in 
general signifying conform ing to the true stand
ard, meeting the moral requirements under which 
one is placed: the first emphasis is on the moral 
element, persons who are upright, righteous in 
actions, purpose or conduct, who satisfy the 
moral requirement o f G od and so acceptable to 
H im ; also actions which are conform ing to the 
will o f G od. W hen the emphasis is on the foren
sic or legal phase the thought is that one is ac
ceptable to G od legally or as fulfilling the re
quirement o f His moral government. Finally,
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there is the meaning in this term o f being right
eous in one’s actions and attitudes toward his 
fellowmen.

The noun righteousness, dikaiosune, corresponds 
closely to the adjcctive and denotes in general 
the character or position o f one who is right
eous. It signifies conduct and character which 
satisfy the moral requirement o f G od and thus 
render one acceptable to Him. This term for 
righteousness is also used as the basis o f ac
ceptance with G od. It also refers to the way j 
o f acceptance with God. Since such acceptance ; 
is provided by Him  in His will, not on merit 
alone, but by faith in Christ, such an acceptance ] 
is called G od ’s righteousness.

The verb, dikaioo, corresponding to the adjec
tive and the noun is translated in the New Testa
ment by the English w ord justify, and as such 
means to recognize, declare, or accept as right
eous, or innocent, and in the strict moral sense 
declare one righteous as involving the action of 
grace, and finally to be recognized by G od as 
acceptable to Him.

7. God as Father. The idea o f G od as Father 
both am ong Greek writers and in the Septuagint : 
receives in the New Testament a marked develop- k 
ment and as such becomes one o f the outstanding 
elements o f the Christian faith. In Jas. 1:7 God 
as Father, Pater, designates God's relation to the 
heavenly bodies. The conception o f G od as the 
Father o f all men is rarely expressed. The use 
o f G od as Father o f those who put their trust . 
in Him, and believe in Jesus, is found in almost 
all parts o f the New Testament. The term Pater 
is also found as signifying God as Father of 
Jesus.

8. Title o f Jesus. Jesus is a personal name, 
the Hellenized form  o f the Hebrew name Joshua, 
which etym ologically signifies Savior. This 
original connotation might not have lingered 
long in the usage o f the New Testament, but 
rather it might have meant the name o f the 
individual.

Christ, the English word, is an abbreviated 
form  or transliteration o f the Greek w ord Chris- 
tus, which in turn is a translation o f the Hebrew 
Masltiach, meaning anointed. In  the literal sense 
the Hebrew w ord was applied to the high priest, 
the anointed o f Yahweh. In the New Testa
ment this .term signifies: (1 ) the Messiah, along 
with the power o f the M essiah; (2 ) the Messiah 
as identified with Jesus; (3 ) the title fo r  Jesus 
the individual; (4 ) the title for Jesus in connec-



TH E  P R E A C H E R 'S  M A G A ZIN E 155

tion with other titles, such as Jesus Christ, Jesus 
Christ the Son o f G od. Throughout the con
notation o f the power o f the Hebrew Messiah is 
found.

The term Lord as applied to Christ in classical 
Greek, kurios, designates a person who has con 
trol over another person or thing, either by right 
of divinity or ownership. In the Septuagint this 
term occiirs hundreds o f times, and is a trans
lation o f twenty or more different Hebrew words 
and phrases. T w o o f the most im portant are 
Adonai and Yahweh. As a title for Christ in 
the Greek Testament it denotes or represents the 
Hebrew Yahweh or Adonai, and signifies the 
sovereignity o f God. As applied to Je.?us it is 
sometimes used in the theocratic sense. The title 
Lord as applied to Jesus did not originate, Bur
ton thinks, in Greek or Hebrew, but rather in 
the Aramaic. In the Christian sense the following 
is significant: The Christian confession that Jesus 
is L ord ; Christ as Lord, and Christians as His 
servants; the lordship o f Jesus and that o f God 
are closely connected.

9. Spirit. In the Greek writers, from  Homer 
to Aristotle, the w ord which is translated in the 
New Testament spirit, pneuma, bears four mean
ings: wind, breath, life, air. This meaning of 
spirit in the personal sense docs not occur. But 
from Aristotle to the beginning o f the Christian 
era pneuma is used to denote wind, life and air. 
In both classical and post-classical Greek pneuma 
is occasionally em ployed to denote soul sub
stance or the ultimate reality o f all things. The 
Stoics say that the soul is pneuma and Posidonius 
states that God is pneuma, intelligent and fiery. 
In the Greek literature o f the first Christian cen
tury this term adds the meaning o f the medium 
or bearer o f psychic energy. The term in Hebrew 
closely allied to pneuma is ruach, and bears the 
meaning o f spirit, wind and breath.

In the New Testament usage this w ord signifies 
wind, breath, and spirit as incorporeal, sentient, 
intelligent, willing being. It is used for embodied 
spirits, the human sp irit; and for the unembodied 
such as the Spirit o f God. the spirit o f man as 
separated from  the body  after death, the angels 
and demons.

10. Soul. The Greek term soul, psyche, ap 
pears in Greek literature from  Hom er to the pres
ent, and it is apparently related to the verb 
meaning to breathe, to cool, and its primary 
meaning is breath. In the Greek Old Testament 
it occurs regularly and is a translation o f the H e

brew term nephesh. The following meanings o c 
cur in the Greek Testament; (1 ) life, the loss 
o f which is death; (2 ) the soul o f man as dis
tinguished from  his b od y ; (3 ) the soul as a con
stituent element o f man's nature, the seat of 
vitality, thought, emotion, w ill; the human mind 
in the larger sense of the w ord ; and also with 
reference to the religious capacity o f m an ; (4) 
following the Septuagint the soul o f life means 
a living being; (5 ) more frequently the soul 
indicates a human person, and by m etonym y it 
is used for the powers, possibilities and interest 
of the human person.

11. Fleslt. The Greek word for flesh, sarx, 
throughout all Greek literature bears the meaning 
o f flesh, and occasionally the body as a whole. 
The Septuagint translates the Hebrew term basar 
by this word. In the New Testament the fo l
lowing meanings are found: (1 ) flesh, the soft 
muscular parts of the living or once living b o d y ;
(2 ) body, the material part o f the living being;
(3 ) by m etonym y, the basis or the result of 
natural generation, the flesh as the basis o f natural 
kinship, and as a collective term equal to kin
dred; (4 ) the product o f natural generation apart 
from  the m orally transforming powrer o f the 
Spirit of G od ; all that comes to man by natural 
inheritance rather than by the operation o f the 
divine Spirit; (5 ) that element in man’s nature 
which is opposed to goodness, that which in him 
makes for evil.

12. Grace. The Greek word translated grace, 
charts, is o f the same root as the words for joy 
and rejoice. It has been used by Greek writers 
from  Hom er to the present time. In the New 
Testament while retaining all o f its classical mean
ing, it takes on under the Christian influence new 
shades o f connotation. (1 ) Gracefulness, at
tractiveness is so rendered; (2 ) kindly disposed, 
favorable attitude toward another, approval, kind
ly feeling because o f the benefit received, thanks; 
(3 ) but in the New Testament it takes the added 
meaning o f favor toward man contrary to his 
desert. In this sense grace is attributable only 
to God in His beneficent relation to sinful men 
and to Christ in the same relationship, or in the 
position of Savior. It means strictly all that 
G od showers on IJis children as His free gifts.

12. Peace. Peace, eirene, is one o f those New 
Testament words which shows clearly the in
fluence both o f the classical sense and o f the 
Hebrew word sha'om, o f which it became the 
recognized representative. In the classical writers 
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peace means a state of harmony, freedom from  
or cessation o f war or strife. W ith the Hebrew 
term shalom  the meaning has its fundamental idea 
as that o f prosperity, well being, and acquires 
the sense o f freedom from  war, and harmony 
o f nations or persons, only as a secondary mean
ing. The New Testament usage o f the word 
eircne follow s that o f the Old Testament shalom  
more closely than that o f the classical eirene, and 
it goes beyond either o f these and takes on the 
distinctively Christian meaning o f tranquility of 
mind. Thus it means harm ony, the absence of 
strife o f any kind; reconciliation between man 
and G o d ; prosperity, well being, safety, spiritual 
well being as a state into which men are brought 
by the mercy and grace o f G od in delivering them 
from  sin; and finally, tranquility of mind which 
comes from  the assurance o f being reconciled to 
God and under His loving care.

PITTSBURGH, PA.

THE PREACH ER AND HIS HEALTH
B y  C. E. H ardy , M . D.

That H our A fter Preaching

T HE proper care o f the physical man is 
the duty o f every Christian. That passage 
of scripture, “ K now  ye not that ye are the 

temple o f God, and that the spirit o f God dwell- 
eth in y ou ?  If any man defile [or destroy] the 
temple o f God, him shall God destroy,”  is o ft- 
times quoted to prove that it is sinful to destroy 
the body by drinking alchohol or the use of 
nicotine or other habit forming drugs. I would 
say there are more ways to destroy the body 
than the use o f these things. It is an easy matter 
for us to fail to observe the simple things 
and in that way subject ourselves to certain 
diseases, which may prove fatal or shorten our 
lives by  several years.

The first thought that should come to the 
mind o f every preacher after he has delivered his 
message is that his entire system must be re
stored to normal. He should remember that his 
nervous system has been at a high tension, his 
brain has been at hard work, the lungs have been 
receiving and expelling a great quantity of air; 
the thousands o f air cells, the walls o f which are 
very thin and elastic, have overexpanded; the 
blood  has been circulating faster, and the heart 
has been doing as much w ork at this time as 
it would do in several hours under ordinary 
conditions; the muscular system has had to un
dergo a certain amount o f exertion; the sweat 
glands o f the entire body have been op en ; the

vocal chords have been on a strain, and have 
had to be subjected to air w'hich was not of 
the right temperature, and .at the same time the 
muscles which control the vocal chords, and in 
fact, all o f the muscles o f the throat and mouth 
have been doing an extreme am ount o f work. 
W hen we stop to think o f these conditions, it 
should convince anyone that it is very important 
for the minister to know how  to get himself 
back to normal, and at the same time, prevent, 
as far as possible, any condition conducive to ' 
disease. M ost o f us do not exercise as much | 
care and good  judgment in protecting ourselves , 
as the horse jockey does in caring for the fine, ; 
blooded race horse.

The first thing that a preacher usually does 
after delivering his message is to relax all at 
once, and probably proceed to get water to 
drink. In many cases, he is delighted to get a 
large amount o f ice water. In the meantime, he 
has put on his overcoat and binds up his throat 
with a scarf or handkerchief and probably stands 
around the church and talks to the people. After 
spending some time in this way he then walks out 
into the open, and goes to the place where he 
is being entertained where he sits around and 
talks to the people for awhile, and then eats 
a big meal. I have called your attention to 
these things in order to impress upon you, if I 
possibly can, the danger to which ministers us
ually subject themselves. M y  purpose shall be 
to bring before you three ways by which he 
may combat the same.

First, I want to call your attention to the 
practical things that enter into the care o f a fine, 
blooded race horse. A fter the race he is im 
mediately covered with a blanket and walked for 
an hour or more. A fter this exercise by  walking 
he will then be given a good rub-dow n, and 
m aybe at this time allowed to have just a little 
water, and later a small amount o f  food . It 
does seem that we could exercise the same care 
for  ourselves. The speaker should never relax 
immediately after preaching, but if he is com 
pelled to stay awhile at the church, he should at 
least keep moving, and as he leaves the building 
it would be well for him to put on his over
coat, go at once to his room , rem ove all clothing, 
rub down with a rough towel, or produce friction 
o f the body  by rubbing with the palm o f the 
hand. After this, begin by massaging the muscles 
of the face, throat, arms and chest, and the 
entire body, and it would be well for him to 
take some simple exercise. Almost any o f the
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deep breathing and other exercises that are given 
would be suitable at this time. A fter several 
minutes of such care it would be well, if thirsty, 
to drink only a small amount o f water. If a 
speaker finds that he is extremely warm the most 
simple and direct way to cool is by washing the 
face and hands, the wrists, and even the arms, in 
cool water. This helps to cool the blood  which 
is taken back into the system and in that way 
helps to reduce the temperature. It would be 
better, if convenient, for the individual to lie 
down for ten or fifteen minutes at least. After 
he is normal, it is all right to drink water, and 
even eat a meal. If it is impossible to do that 
which has been stated above, before eating, I 
would advise to eat a small amount o f food, and 
drink very little water. I f  the reader would 
like to know something o f the strain which has 
been placed on the heart, he can experiment a 
little upon himself by counting the pulse before 
going info the pulpit, and then counting them 
again after he has finished preaching. He can 
see that the rate o f heartbeat has been increased, 
and of course the flow of blood  is faster and the 
pressure in the arteries is higher. I mention this, 
in order that the reader can help to determine 
when he reaches that place where he might 
consider himself as being back at normal. When 
he finds (hat his pulse is beating about the same 
as before preaching the pressure is about the 
same, he can have an idea then as to the condi
tion o f his entire system. Unless some of these 
simple rules are observed, it is a very easy 
matter for anyone to subject the different organs 
of the body to conditions which will produce 
the effect upon them that may not be realized 
at once, but will be in later life. Then, further
more, it is a very easy matter to contract certain, 
or we might say a good many, different diseases 
at this time. Rest assured that almost any in
dividual can and does prevent diseases when he 
is normal. M ost o f us are daily breathing into 
our mouth and throat and lungs, or taking into' 
our system by food  or water, the different path
ological bacteria which are ready to set up 
activity and produce different diseases, but as long 
as our system is in a good condition we art- 
able to prevent their producing any effect upon 
the body. When the physical vitality is lowered, 
and the system is not able to resist them, we may 
expect the development of some disease. Again, 1 
would impress upon you, “ K now  ye not that 
your body is the temple o f the H oly Ghost,”  and 
God will hold us responsible for its care. W e can

only be at our best in doing His service when we 
are at our best physically and mentally.

SIX PASTO RAL M ISTAKES
By  F ra n  k L e h m a n

T HE saddest thing o f life is a failure. The 
saddest failure o f life is that o f a preacher. 
The saddest o f preacher failures are those 

which come by making mistakes that could have 
been avoided.

It is possible for us to make serious mistakes 
and yet not realize that we are doing it. Shel- 
hamer tells us of a man who built a bridge 
over a gutter near his house. Later he was so 
dissatisfied with it that he tore up part o f it 
and built it over again. One reason he made 
his mistake was, when he planned the bridge he 
looked at it from  a point too close by. Had 
he walked away a few rods and looked the situa
tion over, he would not have made the mistake. 
If perchance someone who reads this is making 
one o f these blunders, and these remarks will 
help him to correct it, I shall be very thankful.

No. 1. N o t  A ggressive 

It is natural to let things “ slip” along as they 
are. “ Oh, yes, our Sunday school is small but 
it's hard to get the children out.”  “ Our member
ship is still thirty, but we had a "ood  backdoor 
revival this year." “ There are only five in our 
Young People's Society, but you see young peo
ple don't want to take the narrow way these 
days." “ N o, our revival didn’t pan out well, 
but then we live in a burnt over district where 
the people are gospel hardened.”

These and similar remarks are heard from  
thousands o f holiness preachers over the country. 
Just content to hold their own, feeling they 
have done their duty if they have kept their 
job  and gone through the routine o f the work. 
Listen to what God says: “ Go in and possess the 
land." “ Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon, that have I given unto you .” 
“ The people that do know their God, shall be 
strong and do exploits.”  “ Fear not, little flock, 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom .”  W ith promises like these, every 
Nazarene preacher should be aggressive. He 
should be willing, if need be, to take a newly 
organized church, work hard, pray much, call 
at every open door, live on plain food, and get 
along on a small salary until the work grows
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and, thank God, ninety-nine times out o f a 
hundred it will grow.

The chief stimulus to aggressiveness is the 
baptism with the H oly Ghost and fire. The H oly 
Ghost burns out carnality, the fire puts a m ove 
on us.

The next stimulus is vision. This enables us 
to look past the present into the future. Past 
conditions as they are, to conditions as God can 
make them. Vision will not let us be contented 
in simply holding our own. It makes us feel 
we must capture a big slice o f the devil’s territory 
in the name o f the Lord. It sends us to our knees 
and to our study. It takes us up off o f the 
lounge and sends us to the homes of the people. 
It makes us wear out shoe leather and burn up 
gasoline until things commence to m ove for  God. 
Vision sounds out in our preaching and gels into 
our praying. Our people catch it and commence 
to push things. Best o f all, it has results. The 
Sunday school picks up interest, congregations in
crease, more souls are seeking God, revivals break 
out. Beloved, the hill country is ours, let’s be
lieve God for great things.

N o. 2. D o e s n ’ t  C o n c e a l  T r o u b l e

There is a characteristic o f the oyster that 
every one o f us ought to know. That is— it con
ceals hurts. Y ou  can wound a pearl oyster, leave 
it a little while, come back again and you can't 
see the wound. The oyster has folded its flesh 
over the w ound until it is concealed, there, p ro 
tected from  further injury, it has a better 
chance to heal.

I wish that all o f us would conceal the faults, 
and blunders and even blame o f our people, 
rather than spreading them abroad and perhaps 
that publicly. I f  you are unfortunate enough 
to have trouble in your church, seek to hide it 
rather than aggravate it.

There are several helpful rules along here:
(a ) D on ’t take to heart all the things dis

gruntled people say. I t ’s easy to believe criti
cism. Really, you are safe in believing only 
one-tenth o f what you hear and half of what 
you actually see.

(b ) D on 't be in a hurry to settle matters. 
Time and the blessing o f God will iron them out.

(c ) D on ’t take sides, be fair to both parties, 
“ without partiality” the book says.

(d ) D on ’t feel bad when trouble arises. The 
early church had lots o f it. W e will never be 
free from  trouble until the devil is cast into 
the lake o f fire. Nine times out of ten it comes

through misunderstanding. The mistake com e; 
in admitting publicly that there is any trouble. 
That is the very w'orst possible thing that a 
preacher can do. All differences should be ignored 
from  the pulpit. The right way is to get the 
parties together privately, follow ing out the sug
gestion o f Jesus: “ Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children o f G od .”

N o . 3. N ot St a y in g  P ut  
I learned the expression, “ staying put,” at 

G od 's Bible School on  Thanksgiving day, 1917. 
That is the day of the year when thousands o f 
poor women and children are fed and preached 
to. T o  handle the multitudes in such a small 
space, there was one strict rule to the students. 
That was, “ stay put.”  In the kitchen, in the 
dining rooms, at the runways, in the tabernacle, 
every student was exhorted to stay put. The 
rule that w orked so well at feeding the poor, 
works well at feeding souls.

I believe we pastors, while we are pastors, 
should be pastors, working at the jo b  all the 
time. An occasional leave to hold a revival may 
be permissible, but making a practice of it leaves 
the sheep without protection and without food. 
It sounds nice to say, “ I will hold a number of 
revival meetings this year and still keep my 
church.”  The trouble is, it doesn't keep the 
church. Then, there are those who are always 
gadding here and there as if they had no re
sponsibility. An English writer covers my ground 
when he says, “ The devil comes to preachers dis
guised as a railway train.”  These days we 
could say, “ He comes disguised as an auto
m obile,”  coaxing them to run here and there so 
much o f  the time that the sheep wonder if they 
really have a shepherd.

One o f my members once said to me, “ We 
feel the best when our pastor is in tow n,” and 
I believe there are thousands o f other sheep just 
like that one.

C. W . Jones, pastor o f our First church at 
Cleveland, gave a good  rule for pastors when he 
said, “ W ork at your job  all o f the time.”  A 
better known preacher than Brother Jones said. 
“ Having then gifts differing . . . whether proph
ecy, let us prophesy . . .or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering . . .  he that exhorteth on 
exhortation. . . . N ot slothful in business, fervent 
in spirit, serving the L ord .”

N o. 4. O ve r sta yin g  H is T im e  
M y platform  is this: W hen it comes time tc 

vote on the recall o f a pastor, and there is a
(30)
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strong m inority voting against me, I believe 
it’s God's time for  me to go. I do not mean 
when some opposer pulls wires and works politics 
till a goodly  number vote against the pastor; but 
I mean, when I really know  that a number of 
the strong members really desire a change, then 
I agree with them. There may be times in the 
calling o f a pastor that because o f trouble the 
new man is unable to get a united church; but I 
am speaking only o f a recall.

It is nothing against a preacher’s character that 
people vote against him, nor is it anything 
against the people. T o me it looks as if it’s G od ’s 
time to m ove. And yet, some preachers have a 
bulldog tenacity that says, “ I ’ll stay even if they 
don’t want me. I ’ll stay and fight it out.”  That 
may hold his job  but it spells ruin for the 
church. There are tw o reasons why a man might 
take that stand.

First: He lacks the spirit o f perfect love. 
Second: He is afraid o f his bread and butter. 

Afraid to trust G od to open another door for 
him, so he puts his foo t in this door to keep 
it open, even though a church is wrecked.

Dr. Chapman said a splendid thing in the 
Preacher’s M agazine recently. He said, “ It is 
difficult for  some preachers to believe that people 
can truly love G od and not be especially fond 
of them ; or, to think it possible for someone 
else to succeed in a church where their success 
has been small. The smallness or largeness o f a 
man’s caliber is shown about that time.”

Brethren, I would think a man’s loyalty to 
God’s work, w ould make him willing to step 
down and out under conditions like these, and 
let some other man come on whom  the people 
would unite in supporting. I am heartily in 
favor o f an amendment at the Seventh General 
Assembly o f the Church o f the Nazarene, re
quiring a tw o-thirds vote to recall a pastor in
stead o f  a m ajority as the M anual now  reads.

N o .  S. N o t  Q u i t t i n g  W h e n  H e L e a v e s  
This is what we mean. A pastor has resigned 

or has been voted out, another man is on the 
field, but pastor number one still keeps connected 
up with the people o f his form er flock and works 
against the new pastor. He m ay still reside in 
the same city, or he may keep up a lively cor
respondence with his form er parishioners. At 
any rate he seems to want an active part in the 
affairs o f the church. There will always be some 
disgruntled members and some that are up the 
miff tree in every church. A bout the smallest 
thing that a small form er pastor can do is to
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sympathize with them against their present pas
tor. This cripples the new man and keeps up 
a turmoil in the church.

A big man in leaving a field will speak well of 
his successor, and will do everything in his 
power to assist him. Then when he meets with 
or hears from  those who are displeased with 
present conditions, he will be a true friend to the 
man who has follow ed him.

N o. 6. B e c o m in g  M e c h a n ic a l

There is o f necessity a certain amount o f  same
ness in our work. W e have our accustomed 
ways o f getting a text, o f gathering material, 
getting it in form , studying it and preaching it. 
Right along here is the danger of becoming 
mechanical. W e may have an excellent sermon, 
clearly outlined, and saturated with practical 
tru th ; we may be earnest in manner, may shout 
loudly and pound the pulpit, yet our sermon 
may lack the gripping power that moves men’s 
hearts. W hat’s the trouble? I answer, “ The 
message lacks unction. The preacher lacks 
anointing.” That is why his words do not go 
dow n into the hearts o f his hearers. T o  be brief, 
the greatest step toward an anointed heart is 
prayer, real intercessory prayer, heart burdens 
over the lost, sharing the burdens o f our people, 
pleading our dependence on G od, pleading for 
G od ’s anointing on our hearts and on the hearts 
o f the people.

Some one objects, “ H ow  can I have time for 
prolonged seasons o f prayer with all that I have 
to d o?  Between the w ork o f the church and 
home cares and errands o f all kinds, I am rushed 
from  morning to night.”  The disciples got into 
a situation just like this one time so they called 
all the church together and said, “ It is not 
reason that we should leave the w ord o f God 
and serve tables. W herefore, brethren, look  ye 
out among you seven men o f honest report, full 
o f the H oly  Ghost and wisdom, whom  we may 
appoint over this business. But we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry o f the w ord.”

Brethren o f the ministry, we have nothing to 
do but save souls. Our time, night and day, be
longs to God. W hat if our sermons are not as 
carefully prepared. W hat if we don ’t run as 
many errands. W hat if we shorten our hours 
o f rest. W e must have time for the W ord  and 
for prayer. W e owe it to G od. W e owe it to 
our people. W e owe it to our hope o f success. 
Let’s do it.
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FACTS AND FIGURES
By E. J . F l e m i n g

The American survey o f the Interchurch W orld 
M ovement reported that 5,000 churches were 
needed west of the Mississippi River to care for 
communities still unevangelized. In Georgia 
(-.00,000 white people are out o f the Church.

(W hat about Rhode Island and Washington 
and Louisiana and Minnesota and Maine and 
California and all the rest o f them ?)

“ Less than one-third o f the Indian population is 
related to the various Christian com m unions; ap
proximately 46.000 are neglected by Christian 
agencies and unreached by Roman Catholic or 
Protestant missionaries.

‘ ■Nine thousand Indian youths heard their 
country ’s call in the late war and left their tribal 
clans to fight for liberty. Six thousand were 
volunteers.”

The force of chaplains in the United States 
Arm y represents twenty-eight denominations. 
During the last fiscal year 21,208 religious services 
were held with an estimated attendance of 
1,780,578. The chaplains officiated at 581 army 
marriages, 1.070 baptisms and 1,283 funerals.

The latest compilation of statistics of American 
Baptists shows the following:

In the northern convention 8,285 churches are 
represented having 1,390,031 members. These 
churches raised for all purposes last year $34,- 
212,S58. These churches report 65,051 baptisms.

In the southern convention are 26,003 churches 
with 3,708.253 members. These churches raised 
for all purposes $40,106,701, and report 195,858 
baptisms.

The National Baptist Convention (negro) shows 
20.665 churches with 3,253,369 members. These 
churches raised for all purposes .$2,100,823 and 
report 64,042 baptisms.

Figures from Canada show 1.335 churches with 
144,537 members.

There are ninety-three Mexican churches with
6,653 members.

W e cull these "Tithing Experiences” :
Children enjoy  tithing more than older people. 

Large givers uniformly begin giving systematically 
in early life. John D. Rockefeller began tithing 
when he was eight years o f age.

M rs. Russell Sage, who gave away $100,000,000, 
was a tither when, as a country school teacher, 
she was receiving a salary o f 8200 a year.

The slave traffic is not dead by any means. 
The Slavery Commission appointed by the League 
o f Nations has recently submitted its report to the 
League Conference. It declares that there are not 
less than 5,000 000 chattel slaves in nineteen coun
tries and has developed a program for the abolition 
of slavery everywhere.

The Publication Society and the Hom e Mission 
Society of the Northern Baptist Convention have 
many colporteur missionaries serving under their 
joint support and administration. These workers 
report 323 baptisms during the first six months of 
the current convention year; families visited, 
67,728; conversions in homes and churches, 1,8.37; 
Sunday schools organized, 36; churches organized, 
6 ; Bibles, Testaments, Gospels and other books 
given away, 13.448, and sold, 15,588; tracts given 
away, .307,365.

The Baptist denomination has had a splendid 
growth in the State o f Alabama. The first sta
tistical report was rendered in 1880 showing 67,876 
Baptists in the state. In 1026 there were 276,328.

In this connection, we would remark that the 
old building form erly used by the Nazarene P ub
lishing House in Kansas City, Missouri, is now 
occupied by a plumbing school. On the front 
w indow  appears the follow ing ate merit: “ D o not 
envy the plum ber; be one.”  W e say: “ D o not 
envy the Baptist hustler; be a hustler.”

One-fifth o f all rural churches receive “ home 
mission aid.”

Of these aided churches, about 71 per cent are 
in active com petition with other :<ided churches.
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and gold border. With envelope............................................Each 25c

No. 89. Folder style, size 6 ^  x 10 inches. Rose design In 
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M Our Wedding Book, No. 2. Size x 1 0 ^  inches. A book of 
rare designs in rich water color effect. Covers or fine vellum

g  stock with title in colors. A very distinctive wedding book of
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=  page booklet printed in harmonious colors. Each in strong 
H  envelope ..................................................................................................  40c

H  Bridal Bells. Size 5 %  x 7*4 inches. This dainty book is 
§§ choice in design, style of printing and quality of paper. 16 
H  pages..........................................................................Each in a box, 75c

WEDDING ROSES
A n  exqu is ite  m em en to  and r e co r d  o f  the bridal ce rem on y , 

con ta in in g  m an y  fea tu res  that w ill m ake this little b o o k  on e  
o f  sacred  m em ories  in all the a fter  years. E v ery  br id e  w ill 
treasu re the p ossess ion  o f  such  a re co rd  o f  the m ost radiant 
even t o f  h er life . T h e  b o o k  can be used  e x ten s iv e ly  fo r  
g ift  p u rp oses  b y  o ff ic ia t in g  clerg y m en , as w ell as b y  re la 
tives and  fr ien d s. B eau tifu lly  d ecora ted  w ith  lith ogra ph ic  
illustrations in co lo rs  on  each  page , an d  h a n d som ely  bou nd  
in w h ite.

Prepaid Price $1.00 
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No. 34. Size 15 x 20  inches. Gothic design with Church 
spire. Orchids and lilies in full colors..............................Each 40c

No. 86. Size 11 x 14 inches. Panel design with pink roses 
and orange blossoms................................................................ Each 20c

No. 87. Size 11 x 14 inches. Oblong in style. Orchids, 
lilies and ferns attractively arranged. Printed in colors. Each 20c

No. 187. Size 12 x 1G inches. On gray back ground, delicate
ly worked into five colors with garlands of roses, lilies and orange 
i-lossoms. Church scene............................................................Each 15c

No. 82 . Size 14 x 17 inches. Upright design of roses and 
violets with ribbon border and bells...................................Each 35c



Bagster Large Print Bibles
GUARANTEED BINDING

T HESE Bibles are bound in Genuine Levant 
Morocco in a gloss finish. No one but an 
•expert could distinguish between it and 

genuine seal skin. It is leather lined to edge and 
the binding is guaranteed not to break.

Three styles: Reference, Concordance and 
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Long Primer type, India Paper, Silk sewed, with 
head bands, and marker. Size 8}& x 5$4 and 
only 15-16 of an inch in thickness. Weight 26 
ounces.

Specimen of type
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24 For he had dominion over all 

the region on this side the river, 
from Tiph'-sah even to Az'-zah, 
over ‘ all the kings on this side the
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No. S 116X. Concordance Edition ........................10.00
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