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the Blood

BY REY. L. F. CASSLER

e was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastlsement of our
pence was upon him; and with his stripes we ure
henled (Isalah 53:35). :

ERE Jesus Christ is our all in all. “Our
H transgressions’” are the sins we have ac-

tually committed, and for which we are
personally gullty before God. For these “he
was wounded.” “Our iniquities” are our de-
praved, disordered, inherent conditions for
which we are not personally guilty, yet they
unfit us for heavenly associations. This disor-
der is provided for in that “he was bruised
for' this evil. .

By nature we were at variance with God, but
through His cruel chastisement our peace is
made possible in Him. We not only have an in-
terest in the spear, the nail wounds, and the
lacerations on His back and brow; but by His
bruises from the buffeting mob we are healed.
Thus we “are complete in him*” (Col. 2: 10).

That was a poor find when some of our
friends found, as they supposed, that Jesus
Christ need not have died for the pardon of
sing, seeing He already had power to freely
forgive sin before He was nailed to the cross.
Such ungrounded arguments for holiness will
not bring intelligent, thinking pecople to our
standards. Not only is there provision made
in Calvary’s sacrifice for every disorder from
which man suffers in body, soul, and spirit,
but the blood of Jesus Christ His Son is the
sole remedy for every evil which comes to the
lot of man by reason of the advent of sin into
the "world. Every benefit we have in Jesus
Christ is purchased with His blood, to cover
the world's great loss sustained in Eden, wheth-
er physical or spiritual. It by no means magni-
fies the L.ord to say that we could have been
saved, or pardoned, Trom our actual transgres-
sions without Calvary's sacrifice. Neither does
it advance the cause of holiness to preach such
error.

We will call a few witnesses.. Isaiah 53: 5,
“He was wounded for our transgressions.”
Jesus, Matthew 26: 28, “This is my blood of the
new testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins.” Paul, Romans 3: 24,25,
“Being justified freely . . . in Jesus Christ:
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation

in his blood . . . for the remission of
sins that are past”; Romans §: 8-10, “While we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much

motre then, being now justified by his blood
... . we were reconciled to God by the death
of his Son”; Ephesians 1: 7, “In whom we have
redemption through his blood the forgiveness
of sinsg"; “ . Without gshedding of blood is
no remission"”; Colossians 1: 14, “In whom we
have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins.”

That Jesus healed many sick and freely par-
doned sinners before His crucifixion is freely
admitted. Even so, it must be admitted there
were some Spirit-filled men and women before
Pentecost. All such were comprehended in the
fulness which was to come. All the blood offer-
ings made on Jewish altars tlhirough the pre-
ceding centuries were but indexes to Calvary’s
bleeding Lamb, They were acceptable to God,
because they magnified the redeeming work of
His Son.

But some willi say, “For this purpose the
Son of God was manifested that he might de-
stroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3: 8).
Indeed, yes! Are not all sins the works of the
Devil? And did not our Lord manifest His *
power over demons before His crucifixion? The
word “manifested” as used here embraces His
whole career, and not only His crucifixion. Yet
everything is focalized 'on Calvary. Another
Scripture offered in support of this error is
Hebrews 13: 12, “Wherefore Jesus also, that he
might sanctify the people with his own blood,
suffered without the gate.” The prime teach-
ing of this verse, as comprehended in what pre.
cedes and what follows, i{s that *“Jesus also suf-
fered without the gate.” The words, “That he
might sanctify the people” are rather paren-
thetical and might embrace save, redeem, heal,
or justify, without doing violence to the Word
of God. GAINESVILLE, TEXAS.

Do We Believe It?

BY S. L. FLOWERS, B.D.

E have often wondered, as we have
Ws&t in the congregation and listened

to the preacher, as he described the
awful truths of the Bible, what the effect of his
message would be on the people if he really be-
lieved what he was preaching? We do not
mean a mental belief. This he has, or at least
we give him credit for this much. What we

been forgiven for all sins committed, and

whose spirit has been clennsed from ald
defilement ; of how the blessed Holy Spirit
abides in Ilis sanectifying power, and leads
to His glory!
I evidently the most beautiful thing that
i ciatches the eye of an infinite God is a.soul
. which was onece covered with the filth of
this old world, now washed in the precious
blood of Jesus.

But we read of a time coming when all
the rulers of the universe will be sanctified
wholly from the least to the grentest. And
this old world will one time be governed ac-
cording to righteousness. This will be dur-
ing the  millennial administration. Jesus
Christ will be the King of the whole wide
world, and all authority will be gotten first-
hand from Him.

Now turn to Revelation 20:4, and rend
with me: “And I saw thrones [plural],
and they [the Bridehood. and those who
came up through the great tribulation] sat
upon them, and judgment [authority to
rile] was given unto them: und I saw the
s&ouls [persons] of them that were beheaded
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word
of God, nnd which had not worshiped the

We repent. it is great: for

BY REY. J.

) Holiness Triumphant
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; IT is great to even think of one who has ~

|
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beast, neither his image, neither had received il
his mark upon their foreheads, or in their "
hands: and they lived and reigned [to pos- "
se88 0r exercise sovereign power or author- i
ity; to rule; to exercise government, ag a it
king or emperor, ete.] with Christ fjointly |
with Him] a thousand years.”

Holiness will be popular then, for if you
will now turn to Zecharinh 14: 20,21, and
read: “In that day, shall there be upon
the bells of the horses, IToliness unto the
TLord; and the pots in the Lord's house shall
be like the bowls before the altar. Yen,
every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall i
be holiness unto the Lord of hosts."” |

Wonderful, to contemplate a time coming |
when all the anti-holiness folk will have to
cook on holiness vessels, and their horses
have to wenr holiness bells, and they be
compelled to do buliness justly. A great
time, indeed, when holiness will be the
most popular article in the whole country.
Bless God, brother, let’'s keep up the battle.
even if it ia n hard one at this time, it will
be easy onc of these days. Whether we get
to be one of the rulers during the millenninl
administration or not, we can enjoy as much
of it as any one else,
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mean is, for instance, when he tells the sinner
that an awful burning hell awaits his doomed
soul {f he does not repent! If the preacher
could fully realize what that awful hell is, and
how the sinner will really suffer if he does not
repent, and belleves that many of the very men
and women to whom he 1s speaking will no
doubt be lost — we wonder if the effect on the
people would be different than ft often is?

It would be impossible for a minister to
darry the burden for souls all the time that he
is called upon at times to bear; but if there is
ever a time in his life when he should carry
that burden it is when he is dealing with such
truths as we have above mentioned. It is im-
possible for him to do his full duty and clear
his own sout if he falls in this respect. A ser-
mon on hell by a dry-eyed preacher is not a
very good advertisement of his own beliefs in
the matter. Men will listen to him.,-and may
agree with his views; but he has failed to stir
them to shun the hell he is picturing to them.

Jonathan Edwards's great sermon on 'Sin-
ners in the Hands of an Angry God” was pre-
ceded by an all night's prayer and wrestling
with the Lord. No such results could passibly
have come from an unctionless, powerless trea-
tise on the reality of hell.

It takes prayer, much prayer, and a real bur-
den for the lost to equip a man for handling
these awful subjects. We do not plead for less
preaching on the judgments of God, but we do
plead for more reality in what we have on that
line.

It may be possible that the prayerless kind
is better than none at all; but the kind that {s
backed up with nights of earnest, prevailing
prayer and weeping before the Lord for the
lost, and especially for the ones who are to hear
the message the next day, is the kind that we
are in such dire need of at this time. It is the
kind we must have if we are to succced in any
great measure.

We can not be content to settle down and
take whatever comes our way and expect to
amount to much as a church. We must be up
and doing while it is called today, for the night
cometh when no man can work. Oh, that we,
as ministers of the Pentecostal Church-wefethe
Nazarene, could get the vision as God would
have us get it. Oh, that we could see what it
means to have men and women slip through
our fingers into the Jaws of an eternal hell!
How the multitudes would turn to God and seek
salvation! How the saints of God would grow
under our ministry!

‘When, in our private devotions one morning,
we read where God said He ‘“wondered that
there was no intercessor” (Isa. 59: 16), how
our soul! was stirred! How we wept before the
Lord and plead for Him to make of us a real
intercessor! When the great God is made to
wonder *that there {s no intercessor,” and that
there is no one who “stirreth up himself” (Isa-
fah 64: 7) to seek the Lord, it is high time for
some one to get busy.

How we love to read the lives of great men
of God llke Finney, Redfleld, Knapp, Bresen,
and others, and how our souls are stirred as we
read of their great sacrifices and resultant vic-

tories! This i{s good; but will we pay the price
they paid? Will we make the sacrifice they
made? Al! here {s the real test. We want the

power, but many of us are not willing to make
the effort that it takes to obtain it.

The only way we will ever be able to im-
press on the minds of our hearers the awful
truths we are presenting, {s to have first been
in touch with the Divine for the occasion,

NAMPA, IDATIO.
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“Unmeasured and measureless existence

~— with enduring environment to corve-
spond, this is eternity.”
—_— .
“The church which ceases to be evangelistic
will soon cense to be evangelical. — ALEXANDER
Durr. '
—_—

Unto those who ars proved by tempta-
tions, heavenly comfort is promised. *“He
that shall overcome,” saith He, “I will give
him to eat of the tree of life.'—Sel.
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profess to believe in Him and in His Word, yea,
who claim to be His disciples and followers,
and having a form of religious life in some out-
ward things, are lacking in the vital experi-
ences of actual experimental knowledge of God.
They hope that they are Christians, they trust
that they are saved. - They think that they are
on the road to heaven, but they do not know.
They pray and take it for granted that they
are heard. They say they belleve, but their
fafth does not make them happy or fill them
with ‘“joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Pe-
ter 1: 8). Neither does it give them victory
over their carnal patures. On the contrary,
they admit that they sin every day. They have
been baptized, but not with the baptism that
makes them dead unto sin and alive unto God.
They do not walk with God as Enoch did. They
do not have the testimony Enoch had. They
do not enjoy the witness of the Spirit that they
are born from above. They do not know God by
spiritual manifestation.” This is only obtained
by those who diligently seek Him who said,
“Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah
29:13). It is to those who love and obey that
Christ promises to thus manifest Himself. (See
John 14: 22-24.)

The same -verses reveal that the manifesta-
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tion is an inward and an abiding one. “Be-
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spir-
it af his son into your hearts, crying Abba, Fa-
ther” (Gal. 4: 6). It is spiritual, because made
to our spirits by the Holy Spirit, who-is himself
God. It is a personal manifestation. *“No man

.knoweth the son but the Father, neither know- =

eth any man the Father save the con, and he to
whomsoever the son will reveal him” (Mat-
thew 11: 27). This spiritual manifestation oft-

en affects the body, producing physical demon- *

stration. *The Spirit also helpeth our Infirmi-
ties,” quickening, that is, giving life to the
mortal body. (See Romans 8: 11, 26.)

We are saved by faith, but faith is a spiritual
substance and an evidence. (See Heb. 11: 1))
It can not be exercised without consctousness.
We know whom we have believed. It is a con-
tinuous manifestation when He, the Spirit of
truth, Is come. He shall guide into all truth,
and shall abide with us for ever. (See John 14.)
We have received the Spirit which is of God,
that we may know the things which are freely
given to us of God. Hence, we again affirm,
God is more knowable than any other being.
“Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at

peace: thereby good shall come unto thee”
(Job 22: 21).
BROOKLYXN, N. 7. ’

The Sunday School

BY DORMAX

department of the modern church. We

believe we are safe in saying that with-
out qualification. Perhaps we could more prop-
erly say it should be the most important of
the modern church. When we say “Sunday
school,” we mean one of the real kind. We
are not speaking of a loafing place, where we
squander an hour of the Lord's precious time
before morning worship, where petit ecclesias-
tical job hunters are given classes of the su-
perintendency because they are good contrib-
utors financially, or are charter members of
the church and therefore feel that they should
be officially recognized.

There are two extremes in the Sunday school
realm. The first extreme is a wide-awake, pro-
gressive, earnest, soul-saving school with a
mission in the world. It feels its responsibil-
ity and rises to meet its obligation. This is
the important school to the church. This school
is a blessing. It is a mighty help to both pas-
tor and people in its mission of bringing a lost
world to Christ. The other extreme is the
school that spends an hour of the Lord’'s Day
because it is supposed to do so, where lessons
are read (not studied), and then talked about.
There is no burden on the teacher for the schol-
ars under his care, no pride taken in well-
regulated classes, no time spent in necessary
mental preparation for properly presenting the
truths of the lesson. Slipshod methods are
used from the opening until the closing exer-
cise. Such a school is a hindrance, not a help,
to any.church, and especially to a Pentecostal
Church of the Nazarene. .

Between these extremes you will find the
average school. Some more useful than others,
but very few reaching-anything near the ideal.
‘We believe there is a reason for this. We at-
tribute that reason to the lack of vision of the
average Christian., When Christians awaken to
the fact that the Sunday school is the greatest,
or can be made the greatest, opportunity for
collective Christian work that the church has,
then the school will be placed where it belongs,
first in prayer life and first in study of methods
as to efficiency in both mental and spiritual
equipment of its officers and teachers.

We will get out of the Sunday school in re-
sults just what we put into it in labor. Who
i3 the future church? ‘The child! Who ig the
casiest reached with the gospel? The child!
Where is the easiest place to reach him? The
Sunday schdol. Too long we have looked upon
this great institution as a place merely to sing
songs, a place merely for the children and child-

T HE Sunday school is the most important
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D. EDWARDS

ish things, a place that \vou’ld run itself, a sort
of necessary evil as far as grown pcople are
concerned. It should be a place to lead the
children to Christ, and as such demands our
most earnest co-operation and profound study
and prayer. The energies of the church should
be focused upon this central idea, conversion.
Nothing short of this should be considered as
ideal. This accomplishment will necessarily be
preceded by a thoroughly awakened church.
Summing the gquestion up as a whole we would
szy that the great condition for a live, soul-
saving Sunday school is a live church with a
real vision of the possibilities of the work.
Severally there are some conditions which we
will name that we consider vital in Sunday
school work. Of course, it is understood that
the great and most vitally important attribute
of the woarker must be an experience of experi-
mental salvation. Without this, all church work
is mockery.

1. The Superintendent. The really good pas-
tor, one with a clear experience, o vision, and
with plenty of ambition, is hard to find. A
Sunday school superintendent {is still more
rare. The importance of the office can not be
magnified. A person to fill this office success-
fully should be everything that a human can
be. a. He should be an example to the people.
Not only should he be an example in conduct,
but he should be an example of what Christ
can do in the soul. His Christian character
should be spotless in every particular. b. The
Sunday school superintendent should have a
pleasing personality; he should be neat and
clean in dress, use good English, and be the
personification of religious zeal and enthusi-
asm.
Word, mighty in prayer, and a monument of
faith. He should be a good executive and care-
ful in details. He should be the embodiment
of originality, and have a love for the unusual.
c. He should have a passion for souls, and
realize the responsibility and recognize the per-
sonality of the child. Many people fail to reec-
ognize that a child can and does understand
the deep princidles of salvation. He should be
a good chorister, and also a master hand in
conducting the opening and closing exercises.
d. He should have his hand on every depart-
ment of the worlk, without being officious. In
fact, ho should combine the faculties of a gen-
eral with the heart of Jesus. What a calling!
And how few realize its magnitude!

2. The Teacher. “God hath set some in the
church: first, apostles; secondarily, prophets;
thirdly, teachers” (1 Cor. 12: 28). What shall

He should be a diligent student of the-

t

we say of the calling of the Sunday school
teacher? It is not a profgssion. It i8 not a
job. It 1s an office creatéd by God. It is a
calling! It carries with it tremendous re-
spensibilities. The writer, during his few
years of intelligent observation, both before and
since his conversion, has seen many boys and
girls ‘enter .the Sunday school in their early
lite and walk out a few years later to enter
into every known sin, and seemingly without
the slightest conviction or even thought of a
God of eternal justice and judgment. We ask
why? We must lay the blame largely on the
teacher. He or she has taught the child one
hour a week, probably without vision or bur-
den, and Sunday school to the child became
merely a Sunday diversion. Here were im-
mortal souls in the innocency of childhood, the
time above all times when they could have been
won for Jesus, actually hardened -by careless
and indifferent teachers and a Sunday school
with an hour’s prdcess instead of an hour of
vital religion. Instead of an hour of dragging
souls out of the snare of the Devil, the Sunday
school, largely, has become merely an institu-
tion of form and habit.

What shall we say of the Sunday school
teacher? We consider his position the one of
greatest responsibility. Proficient teachers
should be demanded in every department of the
school. A person who refuses to study and
pray until he gets the vision should be refused
such a position. Sanctified? Yes, in mind as
well as spirit. Our public school teachers must
give years to study and special training, and
then must pass rigid examinations before they
are allowed to teach our children history, arith-
metic, geography, and other common school
branches. These subjects deal merely with men-
tal and physical development. Many Sunday
schools have teachers who can scarcely find a
book in the Bible without the index. Many
have n't time to do more than read the lesson
over once, and the writer has seen some (in a
Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene, too) who
did not even do that much. In such cases,
prayer is a minus quantity. Ignorance, lazi-

ness. and sometimes worldliness prevail. Eter-

nity-bound souls dealt with weekly bxwekgachers
who know scarcely anything about their sub-
ject! They have a very slight knowledge of
even theoretical religion and absolutely noth-
ing of experimental salvation. Oh, yes, they
were “saved and sanctified.”” This is not said
in harshness, but in sorrow. Tt is truth that
can not be denied. The Sunday school teach.
er's position is unique in many ways.

a. He is an example to the class.
teacher does Is right. The teacher’s example
wilt be followed. “Such as I have give I thee”
(Acts 3: 6) can very well be used as the slogan.
Religlon is contagious. Your class will get what
you have. If you are burdened for their souls,
they will become burdened for themselves. Re-
member, not what you say, but what you are
and do.

. The teacher is the spiritual adviser of the
class. How often children say, “My Sunday
school teacher says thus aud so.” The scholar
takes it for granted that the teacher knows
spiritual things. He is authority with that
scholar whether he knows it or not. How nec-
essary for the teacher to know.

¢. The teacher should be a pastor to the
class. He should know his scholars personally,
and be on the inside of their lives. He should
be acquainted with the parents, and be a fre-
quent visitor in the home. The hour in the
Sunday school should merely be used as an in-
troduction into the scholars' lives. They should
be ministered to in sickness and encouraged
along spiritual lines in health. The teacher
is the under-shepherd, and every scholar is one
of the flock.

d. The Sunday school teacher is responsible,
largely, for the conversion of his scholars. That
must be the issue at all times. Disposition
must be studied, character analyzed, ind per-
sonalities dingnosed with one idea in view, to
get the scholar rooted and grounded in the
gospel. Nothing counts but fruit. Arrange-
ment, organization, and system are all subor-
dinate to this one thing. The end of all means

What the
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must be Bible salvation. The means without
the end is a dismal failure. Let me impress
this upon every officer and teacher, Unless you
are getting your scholars to Christ and then
keeping them growing in the knowledge of Him
you are a fallure as a teacher.

3. Methods. We have been_ regarding the
final end of the Sunday school work in the light
of the efficiency of the worker in the things®of
God. There are also methods of work that will
greatly aid in making the school attractive and
a place of anticipation, even to those who
have n't as vet become interested in the spirit-
ual side. We should do all in our power to
make the school appeal to the unsaved. Aside
from the necessity of having the opening and
closing exercises instructive and interesting as
well as varied, there are some other things
that will add greatly to the efficiency of the
school.

a. Individual classrooms. A class will never
feel as much at home in the main auditorium
as in its own classroom. This also gives the
teacher liberty to conduct an altar service and
do personal work. as in no other way. Schol-
ars also feel a pride in something all their own.
Most classes, between the ages of twelve and
twenty. and younger, will take pride in bring-
ing pictures, mottoes, ete., thus giving them a
personal part and interest in their surround-
ings. This class pride solves the battle of at-
tendance. If we are hiandicapped, as most of us
are, for space, curtains and screens can be In-
stalled in the church auditorium, and some-
thing of the same effect can be attained. By
all means, arrange some way to obscure the
view of the classes during the lesson peried.
‘We must have the attention of the scholars at
all hazards, if we expect to do them any perma-
nent good.

b. A teachers’ training class. This should be
under the direct supervision of the pastor. It
you want a class to be intercsted, you mu=t be
interesting. The way to be interestinz is tn
know your lesson thoroughly. The scho'ar
knows whether you are prepared to teach or
not. How do you like to hear a preacler rant
for thirty or forty minutes in the pulpit with-
out having a sermon? You came to be fed. He
has prepared no food. Do you go to your class
with a2 meal? Do n’t punish the children Sun-
day after Sunday by limping through a poorly
studied lesson, and then complain because of
poor class attendance. Give them something
every time they come to class, and you will
have very little to complain about on this score.
Remember, you are the pastor of the flock!'

r. Literature. A Sunday school. to be effi-
clent, needs plenty of literature — plenty of lit-
erature to use, but none to waste. We will be
glad when our Publishing House puts out the
graded lessons, especially for the primary
and the junior classes. We would emphasize
that we believe a Pentecostal Nazarene Sunday
school should use the Pentecostal Nazarene lit-
erature. The Publishing House belongs to the
church, and we are the church. Therefore, we
must ‘‘stay by the stuff,”’ if we expect to im-
prove it and make {t what it ought to be.

4. The Pastor. Last, but by no means of
least importance in making the Sunday school
what it should be in the advancement of God’s
kingdom, is the pastor. Do n’t expect the Sun-
day school superintendent and teachers to take
the lead in activity and efficiency. They will
follow, but will not do the leading. You are in
reality the head. The Sunday school fsn't a
separate fnstitution from the church, but mere-
ly a part of it, and you are the leader. The
superintendent is a nice chalirman under you.
If you are alive, the Sunday school will be alive.
Go to sleep, and every department wiil soon be
slumbering with you. Words fail in their
meaning here, The pastor can only compre-
hend through being. As Paul, in the third hea-
ven, saw things he was unable to utter, so the
vision to the pastor is unutterable. It can not
be told." It must be experienced. We can only
say, Study and pray, pray and study, until the
love ot Christ constrains you to do exploits for
the children under you. God has set you over
the lambs. You are the shepherd. Go before
your sheep, Go before your superintendent and
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teachers. Do not try to drive. Lead! Truly,
pray and shine for God. Do n’t blame the folks
for anything. Look to yourself. Keep sweet!
Keep above the folks on the climb up spiritual-
ity heights, and then you will be-able to call
to them to follow. Then you can lend a hand
over the steep places. Paul said, “Follow me as
I follow Christ.” You must be between your
flock and Christ to fulfill that Scripture. Pull
and pray. Look after detalls. Nbdthing is too
small to be noticed. Nothing is too great to be
expected.

5. The Aim of the Sunday School. What are
we, 28 a4 Sunday school, trying to do? Have we
a real conception of an end through our meth-
ods? We have mentioned conversion and root-
ing and grounding the scholars in God. That
is the great issue. That is the goal. Salvation
is life — life in God through Jesus. Two things
are necessary to this life —the Word and the
Spirit. Jesus gave the Pharisees this great
fact in a parable when He said, “Except ve
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you.,” Flesh is the
conveyor of the blood. Flesh without blood
is dead. Blood without flesh is dead. The
Word is the flesh. Through it the spirit flows.
The Word without the Spirit is<dead. 1t pro-
duces the formalist. The Spirit without the
Word of God produces fanaticism. We must
eat the Bible and be filled with the Spirit. A
Sunday sehool should be steeped in the Word
of God. The teacher should be a walking Bible.
He should expect the Spirit through the Word.
The scholar is paving. and will have, spiritual
as well as material battles. Jesus fought the
Devil with the Word. Your scholars will have
to do the same. “It is written” (Matt. 4: 4) is
the key to the life of victory. Therefore, read
the Word, study the Word, memorize the Word,
teach the Word! Expect God to bless what you
give ont. It is our business to give out. It is
His business to bring in the returns. Insist on
every member of the class learning at least one
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piece of Scripture weekly. We would suggest
the golden text as the foundation of memory
work. Do you, teacher, know the golden texts
of last quarter? and where they are found? I?¢
not, you may be sure that your scholars do not.
You can pot force these things; but you can
lead them. into it. You must first have, in orde:
to break and give out. Let us examine the
merit of the idea just advanced in memorizing
the golden texts. They are the central thoughts
of the lesson. They cover every phase of Chris-
tian teaching. They are the gems of Scripture,
the heart of the gospel. Suppose the scholar
learns the golden text and where it {s found
every week., At the end of the year he has
fifty-two passages of Scripture at his command.
At the ehd of ten years he is master of five
hundred and twenty vital passages. That alone
would make him invincible against every false
doctrine the Devil could bring forth. It would
make a mighty preacher out of the weakest dis-
ciple. Would n’t these verses be forgotten in
time? No. Nothing that is ever really learned
is forgotten.

Can not we get at least a little of the vision?
The Sunday schoo! is the greatest thing we
have, if properly used. Let us use it for God.
Let us vitalize this Institution into a place of
intense spiritual awakening among the young.
It will only be limited to our size. Let us be
big men and women for God! Can we not let
our net down on the other side of the ship
from where the modern church usually fish?
If we will, we will bring in a marvelous
draught. I have only hinted at an introduction
into Sunday school needs and methods. We
plead for the children. Give them a chance.
Hoaonest work is what the church needs. Espe-
cially is this true of the Sunday school. Any
Sunday school can be made a power through
hard work, good sense, the Bible, and the Holy
Spirit. Let not lethargy and the love of sleep
hinder this great work. Remember the words
of Jesus, “Feed my lambs.”
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cold and formal, These are a part of Satan’s

strategies in his war on the work of God.
They deaden spirituality, gratify carnality,
choke the pulpit’s artillery, and in many ways
aid the present sweep of wholesale damnation.

In the thirty-ninth Psalm, David says, "My
heart is hot within me: while I was musing the
fire burned: then spake I with my tongue.”
He had a religious experience that set hig sonl
ablaze. Any experfence of grace warms the
heart; but David had tarried for the flame.

As in other days, we are cursed with people
today who have hot heads; whose heads nare
far more active than their hearts. Impulsive,
restless, impetuous souls who act without
weighing matters, leaping before they look.
Souls whose activity produces noilse enough,
perhaps startles and amazes for the time being,
but bears no lasting frult. Such are easily de-
ceived with false religlons, and are ‘carried
about by every wind of doctrine.” They are
often found drifting about from one thing to
another. They are talking come-out-ism today,
enthusiastic soclalists tomorrow, swept off their
feet with the tongues movement the next day,
and will be hunting something else as soon as
the excitement of the last change has subsided.

The “hot hearted” pligrim has settled down
fnto the mind and will of God. He lives beyond
the realm of fleshly demonstration, popular sen-
timent, and other noises Incident to the battle
in which we are engaged; and should the mul-
titudes about him be swept away by some sud-
den strange deluslon, he wopuld not necessarily
be moved. ‘Ye have an unction from the Holy
One, and ye know all things.”

Again, the soul that knowe the baptism of the
Holy Ghost is not dependent upon human asso-
ciation for 1its victories; but the secret closet
has become the gate to heaven, and through

IT is not necessary to have salvation to be

secret meditation are strength and enthusfasm
found for the battles of life and the publishing
of the gospel to the ends of the earth.

“While I was musing the fire burned; then
spake I with my tongue.” It does not take
much sense nor & deep state of grace to jump
in with a winning crowd and shout after the
enemy’'s flag has been pulled down. When a
point has been conceded and enthusiasm is
crushing everything before it, any weak-kneed,
jelly-fish character can float on the wave. But
the abiding presence of the Holy Ghost helps
one to tread the winepress alone, and face a
frowning world with a happy heart.

Oh, the blessedness of the fire of God in the
human heart! How it banishes vacillation and
loneliness! The grazing is in “green pastures,”
and recreation “beside the still waters.” Con-
tentment is the chorus to life's song of fruit-
ful service. Steadfastness is the ballast that
holds life’s ship steady in every storm, where
its absence {is causing numbers to flounder
and drop out of sight. *

—

FARMER GRUMBLE

Farmer Grumble went to church
And grumbled all the way.

He grumbled when the preacher rose,
And said he would not stay.

'Tis not my preacher, he declared,
The one I wished to hear.

I'd rather hear n donkey bray,
His kicks no more severe.

He grumbled while the preacher read,
But stopped his grumbling when
The Reverend took for his text,
First Corinthians, ten:ten (1 Cor. 10:10).
—Sel.
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came and besleged the virgin city of ‘Jerusa-

lem, which was thought to be impregnable.
This had been spoken of by Isaiah in 712 B.C,
Jeremiah in 606 B.C., and Ezeklel in 6587 B.C.
it is mentioned as a “cloudy and dark day”
(Ezek. 34:12). Dr. Walker says, “We do not
necessarily understand that Nebuchadnezzar
went in person,; but by his orders a great army
was massed against Jerusalem.” The whole
city was surrounded, and towers, or forts, were
erected which reached to the top of the city
walls. In this way God's chosen people were
imprisoned and held, until famine and disecase
so reduced and weakened them that they were
compelled to flee at midnight, as Josephus tells
us, between two walls. Having escaped some
thirteen thousand strong, they were pursued,
captured, and carried into Babylon. They were
arraigned before King Nebuchadnezzar, whu
slew the sons of King Zedekiah, and, as was
the heathen custom, put out his eyes.

Naturally enough the question arises, Why
this calamity to God’'s people? One little sim-
ple word tells the whole story —sin. Isaiah,
who for three years walked the streets of Jeru-
salem barefoot and naked, not wholly nude but
clad in undergarment, preached tlie Christ slain
from the foundation of the world. The iniqui-
ties of us all was made to meet on Him, and
“with his stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).
Through His blood we can and may be made
perfectly clean, pure, and holy from the leprosy
of sin. “The ox knoweth his owner, and the
ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know,
my people doth not consider. A sinful nation,
a people laden with iniquity, a sced of evil-
doers, children that are corrupters: they have
forsaken the TLord, they have provoked the
Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward” (Isa. 1: 3,4). Theologically
they were backsliders, alienated and estranged
from God, spiritually and experimentally sep-
arated. Literally, they were revolting rebels,
cnemies of God. Truly, the last state is worse
than the first, as Jesus taught. Yet, thanks be
to God, *“Zion shall be redeemed with judgment,
and her converts [margin, they that return to
her]l with righteousness” (Isa. 1: 27).

It seems that the heathen enemies of God's
people had respect for, and mercy upon, the
poor, as they left them to till the soil and dress
the vineyards in their homeland. Zedekiah,
the faithless, blind leader of the blind, then
fallen into the ditch, was a captive for life.
His sons were slain before his eyes, and his
army. ail taken prisoners. Nebuzaradan, cap-
tain of the guard, chief marshal of Babylon,
was then sent back to Jerusalem to burn and
destroy all of the palaces of royalty, and the
homes of prominent people (Isa. 39:6,7; Je-.
20: 4,5; 2 Kings 20: 17,18; 24: 10-16; Ezek. 7).
Rabylon, that great city, one of the seven won-
ders of the world, encompassed by a wall three
hundred feet high and two hundred miles in
circumference, ninety feet wide on top with
sufiicient room for six chariots to race abreast
— Babylon, the seat of i{dolatry, so extremely
wicked, like her sister Sodom, was utterly de-
stroyed. It was here God's chosen people were
held captive for seventy years. Here Daniel
lived on beans and water for a time, rather
than defile himself with the king's meat and
wine. Here he slept in a den with lions, for
praying three times a day with open windows,
obeying God rather than an edict from a heatlh-
en king. Here the three Hebrew children were
cast into a furnace of fire because they would
not fall down to the ground and worship a gold-
en Image. Here God’s hand wrote upon the
wall, while King Belghazzar and a thousand
of his lords were carousing in their drunken
debauch.

Solomon said, “When a man’s ways please the
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at
beace with him"™ (Prov. 16: 7). God has sald,
“Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed
themselves” (Ezek. 32: 2); or woe to the pas-

IN 606 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
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tors who fall to feed the flock, but scatter them.
This is just what the pastors had done, and was
the prime cause of God’s retribution upon His
people, Yet, through His mercy and long suf-
fering He leads His faithful few out, and back

The Organization and {ork
of the Y. P. S.

BY REV. II. B. WALLIN.

IIE Young TPeople's Society is deeid-

edly one of the most important auxili-

aries of our eburch. for the simple rea-

son that from this souree must come our

constitueney  tomorrow. Therefore, if we

are to be perpetuated and continue to pre-

sent the great cardinal doetrine of holiness

and kindred themes, we must give attention

to the building and conservation of this de-
partment.

We would be unwilling to build and suffep

immedinte disaster beeause of f:m]t.)‘ faun-

$

dation.  "This leads me to say that great ere
<hould be given to  proper organiziation
Many obiectionnble features may b fore-

stalled by the election of a keen, spiritual,
wide-awake president, who has no ax te
grind. but who has every interest of the so-
ciety at heart.  Ile should be ane who not
only knows how to keep nll the religiouns
meetings full of? interest. but also under-
stands parvlinmentary usage sufficiently well
to keep the business meetings fromn beeom-
inz tiresome or embarrassing. He spends
some time praying, and planning new and in-
teresting work for the society, thus avoiding
meonotony amd the commonpince. 1o con-
<ults frequently with his pastor. and rogt-
lates the orpanization in harmony with the
hizhest principles.

The work of the seeretary in keeping nll
the records is no small item. ITavpy is the
soeirty which has one who is neat and dili- §
gent. Now comes the work of the commit-
tees, viz., the sick and absent committer,
whese duty it is to look up the sick and ab-
rent ones, bringing  smiles and  fragrant
flowers into the sickroom and offering ear-
pogt prayers for their recovery, reminding
the abwent ones of their loss by remaining
away from the services, and an earnest ox-
hortation to quickly return.  The hustling
committee is not to be forgotten. for they
are eonstantly searching for new moembers
and taetfully presenting them to the presi-
dent. who will introduce them to the socioty.

Other committees — such as program and
social function committees — have impovt-
ant places; as the former has te do with
keening the nwrograms full of snice and sound
doctrine. The latter has to do with the sn-
cial life of the young people, which must not
be neslected but kept under religions sup-r-
vision, scrupulously aveiding the objection-
able.

Again, there positively must be tasks civ-
en commensurate with the ability of those
narticipating, Those who are gifted in son«
may bhe enlled vpon to render special selee-
tions at some of the services condneted un-
der the ausnices of the society. Those who
show talent for poblic speaking may be
nsked to snenk briefly at services eondueted
nt ome schoothouse, eity jnil, or other places
where the society moy conduet services. Of
covrse, nll these are supervised by an experi-
enced worker.

This is but a brief outline of what may be
done ; and my earnest praver is that the Fa-
ther will put this long-nelected work on the
hearts of our pastors until we will be in-
roired to form organizations whenever prae-
tienDle. and wateh onr young neople produce
wholesome nnd inspiring resulte. To fnlter
row means ot least mensurable defeat, which
wo ean ill afford. We are now in the throes
of a mighty conflict, religiously, where world-
liness and formalism greet us on every side,
ecommanding the exertion of the host within
us,  The Tord is soon coming, and I do not
believe that God will pallinte our tardy in-
difference in this matter.  Attention! For-
ward! March!

SAN ANTONTO, TEXAS.
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to their former homes, and to their city, and
makes their enemies to be at peace with them.
In fact, their enemies helped literally to re-
establish them in city and country again. Dr.
‘Walker says, *“Judah's kingdem passed with
the fall of Jerusalem and King Zedekiah.” The
poor Israelitish families, who were left to till
the land, had been under heathen kings, marry-
ing and intermarrying, indulging in heathen
worship, and all manner of defllement since
their fall. In Ezekial 34:11-16, 23-27, God
promises to seek out His sheep and provide
shepherds. Scholars tell us that the Latin
meaning in the New Testament for “shepherd”
is “pastor.”

On their return to Jerusalem, the Israelites
at once erected an altar, laid the foundation,
rebuilt the temple and walls, and established
the true worship of Israel’s God, Jehavah, At
the dedication there was great rejoicing, much
weeping and shouting. But wait! Here are
Daniel, the Hebrew children, and others of the
old stock, some of whom arc now returned and
stand for a clean, holy church, not having spot,
wrinkle. or any such thing. And now here are
a mixed multitude of Jews and heathen Gen-
tiles. A fine picture of a worldly, popular
chureh filled with carnality. What follows all
of this state of affairs? About ten years after
the .captivity Ezra returns from Babylon with &
strong delegation of God's true people, and with
them he brings all of the gold and furniture
taken from the former temple, and a large
treasure of money for God's new house and the
propagation of a holy church. He stands pray-
ing, fasting. and reading the law from morning
until noon.

Nchemialh, some twenty years after the recon-
struction, mourned four months with fastings
and prayer because of the broken walls and
burned gates in the city. We read in the first
chapter of Nehemiah how that twenty years
after the Jews escaped from Babylon he re-
ceived a message and got permission from
King Artaxerxes and went at once to Jerusa-
lem, rallied the pecople, and proceeded to re-
pair all breaches. Next we see him going in
for a backdoor revival by thagonshly revising
the church roll and making a géneral cleanup.
We must keep in mind that all kings in Babylon,
Egypt, and Judaea were héathen after the cap-
tivity. By the best authority, we are told that
during the period of four hundred and fifty
vears, the time intervening from Malachi to
John the Baptist, there was little or no preach-
ing. At the end of seventy years, we read in
the tenth chapter of Daniel, in the third year of
King Darius, Daniel fasted and prayed three
full weeks, twenty-one days. God gave him a
vision of the end. To our mind, it was the end
of the Jewish dispensation, the fulfilment of the
law, whiel was our schoolmaster to bring us to
Christ and to the Holy Ghost dispensation.

No wonder that John the Baptist could get
the big crowds of people! They were like
drowning mefl, grasping for every straw, hun-
gry and looking for true prophets and a real
political king for Israel. This is true of the
Jewish people in this age. May God help all
to accept the Christ of Calvary. He is the way,
the truth, and life, and no man cometh unto the
Father but by Him. As damnable as sin is,
there is a way out, and power in the Blood to
keep us out.

“The mission of the church js missions.”™

“The more I give, the more I'll have to

pive.” So say the miserly and the generous
alike, but with what difference in mean-
ing!

IZvery one who is good, pure, and true

makes the world just that much better,
brings the kingdom of God. that much -~
nearer.

There are consciences which are like a
foolish mother too weak to control her
child, but trying to keep up a semblance of
authority by perpetual nagging.
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