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THANK YOU
GOD, FOR V\/HAT
WE HAVE BUT
KNOW WE
CANNOT KEEP

BY JAMES C. DOBSON

enty - frve precrous
since the morning of

8ears have come and gone

ctober 6, 1965, when our

first child came |nto the world. An instant and
irrational Iove affarr was aIso born that day betwee

new dad and

center stage in t
loved that little
each mornrng and cry

%rgg ing and

girl! She would
as | left for work, and
reathless to meet me at the end of the day.

his a% ter Danae Ann, who
ob son

How dee
e doorway
then run

household.

stand in the

ol would have thought we had been separated for
months. Could | ever [ove another child as much as this

one? I thought.

Then five years later, a little lad
named Jamés Ryan made his grand
entrance, and it all happened agarn
He was my hoy—the only son 1would
ever be privileged to raise. What a |o
It was to watch him grow and deve
and learn. How proud | was to be |s
father—to_be trusted with the well-
berng of his soul

| put him to bed every night when
he was small, and we laughed and we
ﬁla ed and we talked to Jesus. Iwould

e his sister’s stuffed animals
around the house, and then we turngd
out the lights and hunted them with

fIashIrdhts and a toy rifle. He never
tired ot t
for games has passe

hat simple %ame But the day
is morning, you see, marked the

official beginnmg of the “empty nest”
for Shirley"and me. Danae graduated
from college a year ago ard is now
building an excrtrn(‘; new' life of her
own. It'was difficul

go hack in 1983, but we took comfort
in Ryan’s six remarnrng years at
home How quickly tho

for us to let her

e ‘months
have rown and today, our formal

Years of parenthood came suddenly

0 an end. We took Ryan to the airport
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and sent him otT to Colorado for a
five-week summer program. Then in
August, he plans to enter his fresh-
man year at a college in the Midwest.
Though he will be home periqdically
for years to come, our relationship
will not be the same. It might be even
better, but 1t will certainly be differ-
ent. And | have never liked irrevers-
ible chanﬂe. ,

Though | knew this moment was
coming™for many years, and | had
helped” others cope with similar ex-
periences, Ladmit freely that Ryan’s
departure hit me hard.”For the "past
two weeks, we have worked oyr way

through a massive_accumulation of

junk in his room. Ryan is a collector
of things no one else would want—
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In the blink of an
eye you will be
hugging your
children good-bye
and returning to an
empty house.”

old street signs, broken models, and
favorite fishing rods. The entire fam-
ily took tetanus shots, and we ?Iun ed
INto the debris. Finally, last night,
Shirley and Ryan packed the remain-
ing boxes and emptied the last drawer.
The job was finished. His suitcases
were packed. Our son was ready to go.

Ryan came into my study” about
midnight, and we sat”down for an-

other of the late-night chats_that 1
have cherished. He “always liked to
talk at the end of the day.”l won't tell
you what we said in that final conver-
sation. It is too personal to share with
anyone. | can only say that the morn-
mg came too quickly, and we drove as
a Tamily to the airport. There | was,
driving”down the freeway when an
unexPected wave of grief'swept over
me. | thought I couldn't stand to see
him %o. It Was not that | dreaded or
didn look forward to what the future
held. No, I.mourned the end of an
era—a precious time of my life when
our children were Young and their
voices rang in the halls ofour house. |
couldn’t hide the tears as we huggied
good-bye at Gate 18. Then Shirley

3



“ could
running an

and | drove alone to our home, where

a beloved son and daughter had
rown from babies to yotng adults.
here | lost it again!

The house that we had left three
hours earlier in a whirlwind of activ-
ity had heen transformed in our ab-
sénce. It had become a monastery—a
morgue—a museum. The silence was
deafening to us both. Every corner of
it held a memory that wafted through
the air. 1 meandered to Ryan’s room
and sat on the floor by his bed. His
crib had once stood on that spot.
Though many years had passed, |
couldalmost seé him as a toddler—
running and i]umplng to my open
arms, What a happy time thaf was in
my life. The ghost of a kindergartner
was there, too, with his brand-new
cowboy clothes and his Snoapy lunch
pail. Those images are vivid in my
mind today. Then a seven-year-old
boy appeared before me, He was smil-
Ing, and_ | noticed. that his front teeth
were missing. His room was filled
with bugs and toads and a tarantula
named Pebber. As | reached out to
hug him, he quietly disappeared.
Then a rgangly teenager strolled
through the dodr and thiew his books
on his desk. He looked at me as if to
say, “Come on. Dad. Pull yourself to-
gether!”

My own words now come back to
mind.. | remember saying in my sgc-
ond film series. Turn"YoUr Heart To-
ward Home, that the day was coming
soon when “the bicycle fires would be
flat, the skateboard would be warped
and standing 1n the 8arage, the swmg
set would be'still, and the beds woul
not be slept.in. We will go through
Christmas with no stockings hanﬂlng
by the fireplace, and the halls will be
very quiet. | know those times will
soon be here, and I realize it has to. be
0. | accePt it. | wouldn't for anything
trﬁ to hold back our son or daughter
when it comes time to go. But that
will also be a very sad day, because the

4

da\lmost see.him as a toddle% i
jumping into my open arms

Rrecious experience of parenting will
ave ended for me.” Alas, the day that
| anticipated has just arrived.

f you're thinking that | am hope-
lessly sentimental™ about mY kids,
¥ou're rlght. The greatest thrill of my
ife has Deen the “privilege of raising
them day by day in the service of the
Lord. Still, "l did not expect such in-
tense pain at the time of Ryan’s de-
ﬁarture. | thought | was prepared to
andle the moment, but [ quickly re-
alizedjust how vulnerable I'am to the
peoplé | love, .

In a larger sense, however, it is not

mereI%/ the end of formal parentlngI
that has shaken my world. today.
rieve for the human condition itself.
hen Ryan boarded that plane in Los
Angeles.” | comprehended anew the
brevity of life and the temporary na-
ture ot all things. As I sat on the floor
In his room. ["heard not only Ryan's
voice but also the voices of my
mother and father who laughed and
loved in that glace. Now they are
one. One day Shirley and | will join
em. First dne and then the ofher.
We are just “passing through.” as the
?ospel songwriters used to-say, All of
Ife boils down to a series of happy
“hellos” and sad “Food-byes.”
Nothing is_really permanent, not
even the relationships that blossom in
a healthy home. In'time, we must re-
lease our grip on everything we hold
dear. K,mg David said’it best, “As for
man, his days are as grass: as a flower
of the field, so he flourisheth. For the
wind passeth qver it, and it is gone;
and the Blace thereof shall know'it no
more”,(I salm 103:15-16). Yes. | felt
the chilly breeze of change blowmq
through my home this morning, and
understood its mean!n?. ,
What an incredibly important
scriptural concept this is. |fwe really
grasped the numbering of our days,
we would surely be motivated to In-
vest ourselves in eternal values.
Would a 50-year-old_man Rursue an
adulterous affair 1f he knew how
%umkl he would stand before his
00?7 Would a woman_make herself
sick from in-law_ conflict or other
Petty frustrations if she knew how lit-
le fime was left to her? Would men
and women devote their lives to the
Purs_un of wealth and symbols of sta-
us if they realized how soon their
Posses,slons will be torn from. their
rembling hands? It is the illusion of
permanence, you see. that distorts our
Rerceptlon and shapes our selfish be-
avior. When eternal values come in
View, our greatest desire IS to please

Herald of Holiness



4 thou
hhe mo ent
ow vulnerable

the Lord and influence as manY of

our loved ones for Him as ﬁossr e
lask each of my readers this impor-
tant question: If we really believed
that the eternal souls of our children
hang In the balance toda% that only
by winning them for Christ can we
spend eternity together in heaven—
would we change the way this da¥ IS
lived? Would wé ignore and neglect so
?rea an opportunrty If our eyes were
opened rs awesome respon-

sibi |ty7 Ithrnk not. | pray not.

ddressing mysef now to the
mothers and fathers of young chil-
dren. | urge you to keep this Bternal
Perspectrve In view as_you race
hrou%h he days of your lives, Don't
permit yourselves to become discour-
aged with the responsibilities, of par-
enting. Yes, it is an exhausting and
difficult assrgnmenf and there are
times when you will feel Tike t hrowrng
in the towel.” But 1be?<you to stay the
course! Get on your knees before the
Lord and ask for His strength and wis-
dom. Finish_the job to which He has
called you! There is no more impor-
tant task in living, and you will under-
stand that assignment more clearly
when ou stand” where Shirley and 1
are to a¥] In the blink of an éye. you
u? ing your childrer good-
b eand reflrning to an empty house.

at is the way the sz/stem works.

In conclusion, let me offer this
thought from my book Love for a
Lifetime. In August 1977 my wife and
children rorned me on.a trrﬁ to Kan-
sas City for.a short visit wit ¥ ar-
ents. We enjoyed several days of fam-

ut Prerﬁ)r% ed to f]andle

to the people | love.tt

realized

ily togetherness before it was time to
léave. As we drove to the airport
where we would say good-bye, | asked

my father to pray for us. I'will never
forge hrs words.” He closed with this

thou
%nd Lord, we want to thank You
for the fellowship and Iove that we
feel for each other today, This has
been such a special time for us with
Jim and Shirley and their children.
But Heavenh( Father we are keen-
dyaware that the | jOV that is ours to-
ay is a temporal pleasure. Qur
Irves will not always e this stable
and secure. Change |s |nevrfable
and it will come to us too. We will
accept it when it comes, of course,
but we give You praise for the hap-
piness and warmth that has been
ours these past few days We have
had mare than our share of the
ood ¢ hrngs and we thank You for

our Jove; Amen

Shortly thereafter we hugged and
said good- bYe and my family
boardéd the plane. A week later, my
father suddenlrr/] grabbed hrs chest and
my mothér to call the para-

medrcs He |eft us on December 4 of

that year. And now, she has also gone
on td be with the Lord. How quitkly
it all unraveled.

Even today, so many years later, m
dad's final pra yer echoes in my mrn
An entire ph rosopqy Is contained In
that simple idea. "Thank You, God.
for Whaf we have ... which we know
we cannot keep." 1wish every mem-
ber of God's famrl‘y could capture fhat
incredible concep

Nazarene author and psychologist James C. Dobson
is president of Focus on the Family. Reprinted from Dr.
Dobsons Focus on the Family Newsletter, July 1989.

Used by permission.
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LUNCH
PACKING

One loving mother
Readied a boy’s lunch,
Two fish and five small
barley loaves
(They were small).
Carefully wrapped it
And handed it to him,
Instructing, like mothers,

That he eat it all

One loving mother,
Astonished to learn
What Jesus had done
With her meager supplies.
Dinner for thousands!
Mom’s good
home-cooking!
Because of the Lord,

Catered feast in disguise.

Sandy Mayle
Pittsfryeld, Pa.



EWPOINT

Can Evaqs(ber\]i

m Stil
ay NI

Happen O

BY JERALD D. JOHNSON, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

he church exists by evangelism
as fire exists by burning,” a
wise man once’ said. He was

be on, the doors open, and the gospel
preached. We prayed for those who
did not attend and urged them to be-

right. And one of the boldest burneoge a part of the total program of

firebrands in Nazarene evangelth@

has always been Sunday night evan-
elism. “Shining _th%,hts on Sunday
\ights” was a captivating theme iden-
tifying our emphasis on”Sunday eve-
ning évangelism a few years back. Per-
haps we need to concentrate our
attention again on such a theme. If, as
we often héar these days, "evergthmg
old is new again,” then maybe we
need to give our hearts and heads and
hands to a renewed emphasis on Sun-
dag mqht evangelism. ,

urely there is room for experi-
mentation and creativity in order to
reach people, but there is danger
when we begin to tamper with tradi-
tions and programs that have proven
successful down through the Year,s.
There s h|gi]h risk in wanting to fix
something that already works, or if it
does indeed need, fixing to take the
easgl out by throwing it away.

unday “night evangelism’ has been
a mainstay in our chdrch, Today it is

frequently an identification mark of

those churches in our ranks that are
mdeed,?rowmg and meeting needs. |
think it 1S more than mere meth-
odology, If Albert Wells. Jr. is rlﬁht
and “What we win them with is what
we win them to,” then Sunday night
evangelism is method, tradition, and
theo ogLy all bound up in one power-
ful package. N
It is true that some of our families
are finding excuses not to attend Sun-
day night evangelistic services, but
this 1s hot somethln% new. We faced
this 50 years ago, but we also under-
stood that regardless, the lights would

6

church,

Some of the great churches of our
denomination have made a most sig-
nificant contribution through their
happy, fervent, and highly successful
sunday evening servicés. In fact, that
has been a distinguishing mark be-
tween a holiness @vangelistic church
and the so-called traditional church
where evangelism has become sec-
ondary or nonexistent. In some

If what we win
them WIth is what
we win them {0
then the Sunday
night evangelistic
service is more
than mere
methodology.

churches, the Sunday evening service
has been reduced to & mere vésper ser-
vice or simply a Bible study, or so-
called home evangzellsm. One won-
ders why. Could it be that this has
become an easy out for a pastor not to
have to develap a strong Sunday eve-
ning sermon? What if this hapi)ene
because the pastor and local lav-
leaders did not have the courage to
face the lackadaisical attitude of Some

people who simply do not want to be
disturbed in their consciences for fail-
ure to include Sunday night church in
their weekly schedulé?

One can appr,emate the problems of
an inner city in a high crime area
where the church chooses to meet on
Sunday afternoon rather than an eve-
ning. These cases, however, are excep-
tions and not models for mainstream
churches, _
_The church has come full cycle in
its recognition of the need for empha-
sizing Sunday School, including the
role 0f a Sunday School superinten-
dent. Now we must not allow our-
selves the potential tragedy of fthmP
with a Sunday night trénd'that has al-
ready proven’to be counterproductive
to long-range Kingdom' advance-
ment. "May “our laypeople declare
their commijtment to Sunday evening
gospel _smg,ln(\{ and gospel preaching

y their faithtul atténdance to thest
services. Our good peoRIe need to re-
alize that one” way to help carry out
the Great Commission Is to vigor-
ously participate in_Sunday night
evangelistic services. They don’t have
to preach or lead the, service. Just by
participating in the singing, the testi-
monies. the” prayers, and the callmﬁ
program that brlnEs people to suc
Services, theY make a mighty con-
tribution to the local church's evan-
gelistic mission. o

May our pastors be faithful in their
roles s spiritual leaders to make sure
our. churches do indeed display
“Shining Lights on Sunday Nights.”
Call it Tenaissance, renewal, revival,
whatever, but may it be reflected In
lively, active evangelistic outreach,
utilizing all of the Lord's day to reach
our world for Christ. A

Herald of Holiness
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How to Get Mare Qut of t
han You B|dA s

e fall revival isabout to fall
upon_ us once aPaln. With
this in mind, ['wrote to

several of our evangelists and askei

why the prerevival prayer meetings
are” often sparsely attended, why
the visitation program limps along,
why those colorful leaflets or-

them to coach our readers abaeted from Kansas City with a 10-

“How to get more_ out of the fall
revival than you did last year." A
couple of thém took my inquiry
seriously and offered their advice!

Frank W. Morely

Frank Morely has been a full-time
evangelist for 5 years. Before that,
he served as pastor for 22 years in
England, Denmark, and the
United States. |
first met Frank
and his wife,
Margaret, In
Europe In 1974,
Later Ithad _tthe
opportuni
algrﬁ) with threye
, BINC students
to introduce Rev. Morely to_the de-
Ilght,s of Mexican food during one
of his visits to Kansas City. [T you
are around him long, you“sensg at
once that in him the cirrent of the
Spirit runs deep. Frank and Mar-
garet have three children, one
aughter and two sons. Both of the
son$ are preparing for the Christian
ministry. Frank offers this advice,
which °1 have extracted from his
written comments.

1 . Before almost every revival

meeting someone announces that
“the evangelist does not bring re
vival in hiS suitcase.” Yet in spite of
all our assertions about this, many
people act as though the revival is
Indeed packed away in a battered
Samsonite with the evangelist's
socks, shirts, and sermons. That is
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or even a 20-year-old picture of the
evangelist rémain neatly stacked
and Unused on a table in"the foyer.

2. Remember that “I" is at the
center of revival. That letter stands
for personal  participation. When
the *I” is missing, nothing much
happens. L

_3. Personal participation in re-
vival begins when you seriously
face the “question Jésus asked In
Mark 10:36 and 10:51, “What do

ou want me to do_for you?”
YNIV?. Answer it specifically, per-
sonal E spiritually.

4, Express your dependence on
God by praying down_His Hmd-
ance o the ‘preacher. Though the
evangelist does not bring revival in
his suitcase, he still needs what
Paul re(iuested from the Eﬁhesmns.
“Pray also for me, that whenever |
operi my mouth, words may be
Ewen me so that [ will ... make

nown the mystery of the gospel”
6:19, NIV).

Richard L. Strickland

Richard, Strickland has been an
evangelist for 25 years. He is a
graduate of Olivet Nazarene Uni-
versn}/ and holds graduate degrees
from the University of Dayton and
Columbia Pacific’ University. He
and his wife. Nancy, havé two
daughters and four “perfect”
grafdchildren. When 1 was a
rookie professor at MANC Rich-
ard was the preacher in the college
revival meeting. | remember how

WESLEY TRACY

Fall Revival
ear

skillfully he declared the gospel in
the style and Ian%ua e the students
could” understand. Here’s some of
his advice. ,

1 Contemplate the meaning of
revival. It comes from two Latin
words. Re means “again” and vivo
means “to live." Revival means to
come alive and live again,

. Make yourself-available to
God. Allow His Spirit to saturate
you with His perfect will. He will
make plain your ministry in this
meeting and equip you to do it.

3. L&t this revival make you an

agent for unity

In the church.

We are to min-

Ister to each

other in order

to bring our-

selves into a

likeness of

_ Christ “until we

all attain to the unity of the faith,

and of the knowledgé of the Son of

God, to a mature man, to the mea-

sure ofthe stature which belongs to

the fulness of Christ" (Ephesians
4:13 NASB). ,

4, Ope,n,)(our mind. Do not let
God be limited by what you expect
will hapéjen. Be a spiritual adven-
turer. x[)ect God to do great
things that you have never tefore
Imagined. Don't put God in a box.
Make the sail of your soul available
to the wind_ of the Spirit. Do not
obstruct His mighty, unlimited
power. ,

5. Let this next me_etlnlgl_be the
revival of revivals. Praise Him. ex-
Pect His power. Be done with spiri-
ual junk food, Look at each ser-

vice as health food for the soul. *



The Readers Write

Christian Action

. Iapi)reciate the section "News of Religion." However, | believe
it would be helpful to have more information about and encour-
agement for the church to act on issues our church supports or
opposes such as the Cl.eaR TV boycott, abortion, homosexual
activities, relhglous and personal freedom (including child care),
obscenity and pornography and anti-Christian stereotyping on
radio and TV. and even Sunday observance. .
| appreciated seem_? the National Day of Prayer promoted in
the April issue, but little or nothing was done in my area. ...
Another thing | believe would be helpful would be to encour-
age every local church to establish ana use a Christian Action
Commitfee. The Manual calls for one for the church, but the
typical local church (from my impressions) ignores social con-
cerns except on an individual basis. Allen Marsh

\atnpa. Idaho

Real Holiness

It sickens my heart to read some of the letters written to this
beautiful Publlcatlon. ... When some readers‘_SﬁlrltuaI condition
is so shallow and their minds so festered with "self-pity" and
wallowing in a rut for so man% years, that their eyes focus on
someone’s earring, or color of her hair, or a short skirt— letting
all the wonderful, encouraging topics and scriptural writings, the
powerful proclaiming of holiness, and all the 3reat reading that's
produced, go unread, unseen, and unpracticed .. . they are truly
In danger. ©.. “Sock it to 'em" with real holiness!

Blanche Seal
(pland. ( ‘alii.

Thanks, Reuben

[would like to say "Thank you" to Reuben Weelch for his won-
derful article in the"Mother’s Day edition of the Herald ot Holi-
ness, and to you for publishing it.

Asa smgle from a single-parent home, my heart says. "Amen,"
to the truth expressed so beautifully by Mr."Welch. I'am glad our
true worth comes through God's creative and redemptive work
in our life and not from where we stand in the family, in society.
or even in the church. Jane Cole

Kansas City. Mo.

Remembering Laura

Thank you for printin%_Rev. Crosley's article titled "Remem-
bering Laura." This touching letter spoke directly to my heart.
Lknow the act of composing the letter was not easy for him.
but the message was certainly worth the emotion and energy he
expended, While being moved by the story. | was also inspired
and convicted by the message. May all Christian parents strive to
instill Laura's love for God's Word and the hunger for ministry
into their children. Her parents can be very proud of their con-
tribution to her Christlike spirit and desire to share in Christian

service. Larry D. Dennis
Richardson. Lex

Practical and Inspiring

Lsat down early this morning to read the Herald. | could not
put it down. It was exciting to read from cover to cover. | am
thrilled at what is happening in our church and what God is do-
mgrm ourworld.
~There are articles in this current Herald that are the most prac-
tical | have ever seen. It is not easy to read about abuse of wives
and children ... but the practical Side that says. "This is what the
church can DO!” is dynamic, positive and right on! As pastor. 1
hlave dealt with about every situation mentioned in the arti-
cle. ...

8

Besides the practical and inspiring aspect of the Herald the
very wav “A Green Beret” was written was fascinating, the "feel-
ings" he felt gripped my own soul, and I feel they will speak even
stronger to veterans of that war that are friends of mine. ...

| am giving emphasis to the 1 LN | MLDITATIONS with the
"To Memorize” scrl(j)ture to be printed on a card each Sunday to
help ntv_people and myself to make the Lenten season a very
special time. , . .

1'know you receive plenty of complaints ... so here is some-
thing to sav | think vou are doing a great job. God bless vou.

Il 2/ llaaorlh
Meade. Kans

More of This Caliber

Lam writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for the article
"Are Tvangelicals Too Pro-Israel'.™ Mr. C'ampolo expresses so
clearly what 1have felt for a long time. My heart bleeds for those
poor, mistreated, sinned against Palestinians, who are being
cheated and beaten so unmercifully. Lite Jews who arc doing this
probabIK aren't Christians, while some of the Palestinians are.
~ Thank you for having the courage to come out with this article
in B/our fine publication. . .. . o

lease give us a whole lot more articles of this caliber.
Litalic lInyhl
Salma. Kars.

Have Mercy

If the article ... by Campolo ,?May issue) "Are Tvangelicals
Too Pro-Israel?” with its anti-Semitic overtones, is to characterize
future issues of the Herald, may the God of Abraham. Isaac, and
Jacoh have mercy upon us! .
Leo C. Davis

Bedford, hut

Still America

The new Herald is not worth wrapping dead fish in. ... The
action of the last General Assembly makes me ashamed to say
that am a member of the Nazarene church. Why ? What gives
the church board and the D.S. the right to tell me who is going to
be my pastor'.” The last time | looked this was still America, and
I still"have the right to elect or reject my leaders. ... now we are
stuck with a pastor until he rubs the board or the D.S. the wrong
Wav. ...

gilen Renetut
en Castle. Ind.

Reuben, Rebecca, and the Rest
The Herald is great, more contemporary issues are being pre-
sented (abuse, marriage, etc.). whereas previously there often
seemed a dearth of "real" life issues. o
It now compares very favorably with other Christian maga-

zines.
In short. 1 like it! Keep up the good work. _
Ruth llaire
ChiUcwack. BC.

PS. I'really enjoy Reuben's and Rebecca's columns.

Real

lam so pleased with the Herald' The articles are honest, rele-
vant, and reality based. It appears to be an outstanding forum for
all who wish to operationalize their theology. Thank you for all
your efforts to discuss the Spirit-controlled life! .
Rulh Ann Miller
Columbus, Olua*
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ten You

It Works for Me

Ing a prayer journal, | have
ecelved several inspiring letters
from those who have found the

prayer journal fruitful. I want to
share & couRIe of them with you.

Denise Shaffer writes: “It was
our article in the February 1990

erald that initiated this ltter! In
Qctober. God sent me a very spe-
cjal friend. On January 9, we were
sharlng together, and she began to,
describe the frustration of her spiri-
tual life. There were some things
that she needed to take care of. and
she asked me to pray for her. She
said she’d call when“she was

ome months ago we talked
Sabout the rewards of keep-

through.

"l _v%alted all afternoon and all
evening with no phone call. In the
night. God woke me and revealed
to'me my own_madequate_i)rayer
life. 1fought with Him until 6°a.m .
Then | finally submitted. For the
next 30 hours—throung prayer and
reading The Power ofPrayer—|
began a brand-new walk with God.

This is where your article
comes in! To encourage my friend,
she and Lhegan meeting at 6:45
a.m. for prayer each day before
school, What an incredible differ-
ence that began to make in us! She
shared with me apout a prayer
journal—something she had done
in college. We agreéd to start a
Erayerjournal. hat a tremendous
: Iessm?(! It really almost ‘calls' for

me to keep in tine with God!

"Let me tell you what has hap-
Pe_ned in the_[ast two months. Mv
riend has joined our church,
teaches oyr young adults class, and
has been instrumental in leading at
least three persons back to God!
We still have our prayer time every
morning, along with four or five
other téachers.” We've had so many
miraculous answers to prayer—|
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couldn't be%m to name them. |I'm
amazed that | lived 17 years with
the Lord and never caught a
gllmpse_ofwha_t real prayer could
0. I'said all this to say thanks for
your article!”

Another inspiring letter came.
from Sharon Rivas, a pastor's wife
In Richmond. Tex. She writes; “A
few weeks ago. | read your article
on trying a prayer journal, During
seminary. | remember writing
down SO many answers to prayer.
Over the years, parenthood, work,
and the duties of a pastor's wife
crowded out that time to write.
Eight weeks ago. on a Sunday
night. | lay in"bed unable to Sleep,
worrying about how we would pa
$600"we owed In taxes. | had trie
to be frugal and save
money, but invariably
the car would need fix-

Ing or some other calam-
ity would occur and
there was nothing, left
over. Lbegan pitying my
circumstances as the wife
of a home mission pas-
tor. bemoaning our
plight to God. Suddenly,
a firm inner voice spoke.
| own the cattle ona
thousand_hills! What do

ou need? Ask Me! Have | ever
ailed you'! .

At Tirst, 1shot back. "You own
the cattle on a thousand hills, but
how are_You going to bring me
$600?" But God seemed to say,
'REMEMBER." And as | lay there,
the miracles of answered prayer
that | had recorded during those
months in seminary camé back to
mind—answers lorig forgotten and
?robabl,y never remembered except
for having been written and reread
in my journal. | wept, asked for-
giveniess, and meditated on the
words of the hymn. 'God Will Take

E. DEE FREEBORN

Care of You' and fell soundly
asleep. , , _

"The next morning, while substi-
tute teaching, | was called tq the
principal’s office. The principal
said that one of the teachers had
suddenly_gone in for emergency
surgery. Could 1 begin a long-term
assignment immediately? It paid
extra, over and apove my normal
substitute's pay. In fact, (and she

aused to 0ok it up). $600 extral
ould I use the moriey?

“| sat stunned. Speéchless. |
could hardly find my voice to an-
swer. In less than 18 hours, my
prayer had been answered.

"Today, eight weeks later. | was
again substituting, my long-term
assignment over.On a break. |

ho responded to
the Mlen e to try
a prayer journal.

Pulle_d out the Herald and began
ooking through it. | reread your
article’on a prayer journal. Sud-
der]IY. | realized | had never even
written down the miracle that had
so recently occurred. | took out pa-
P,er, and, with an_overflowing heart,
Inished my testlmong to G0g’s
abundant grace to add to my jour-
nal of miracles.

“God is 'always' on the throne,
yet how often we forget. As you
said. "It is the strateﬁy of the’enemy
to cut us off from the memor?/ of
God." and 'Good memories offer
good guidance." A
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FUTURE CHURCH: CONCERNS
AND CHALLENGES
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A DECADE OF CHANGE

me Observers Pred|ct that the

world will tace as much

chan?e in the next 10 years as
it has in the Tast 30. We've just entered
what social observers are calling the
most crucial decade in the histary of
civilization—a decade in which "the
forces of %ood and the forces of evil
will be in deadly combat This decade
Is one with special meaning for Chris-
tians. Injust 10 years Christians will
celebrate” the 2,000th anniversary of
the birth of Christ. Henri Nouien
asks, “Will there be anything to cele-
brate?” It 1 a valid question. At times
it appears that we are succumbing to
the secular gods of materialism, “he-
donism, narcissism, relativism, “and
other “Isms,” and are drawn to spiri-
tual movements in groups that gilonfy
the self and Sociologist
Robert Bellah concluded aftera com-
Rrehenswe survey that Amerlcans
ave two overriding goals in life:
sonal success and vivid personal eeI
Ings. A recent survey of freshman at a
ma{or Eastern university discovered
hat the three things students most
wanted from their"education were
money, power, and reputation. Has
America turned her back on God and
chosen her own gods?

Given the many social problems

that confront us, perhaps there isa le-
gitimate basis for gloom. We see
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George Gallup, Jr., addresses the
Evangelical Press Association conference.

W e live in an ad-
dicted society—
addicted not only to
chemicals but also
to possessions, to
success, to wealth,

and to an easy, self-

indulgent life-style.

crime and lawlessness at unprece-
dented levels. We see a growing Amer-
ican underclass, political apathy, dru?
and_alcohol abuse, and an apparen
decline n ethics and_morals. One
could argue that we live in an ag-
dicted society—addicted not only to
chemicals but also to Possessmns {0
success, to wealth, and to an easy, self-
indulgent life-style,

A “RELIGIOUS™ SOCIETY

Looklnq at the major trends in re-
ligion that we're noting in our sur-
vays, there is a good news, bad news
outlook, First, i the matter of beliefs
Virtually all’ Americans believe in
God or“a universal spirit, Most he-
lieve in a personal God who watches
over and#udges people. Most believe
God performs miracles today, and
many say they have feIt the presence
0f God at various paints in their lives
or that God has a plan for their lives
A substantial mag)orlty believe_that
hey will be called before God at Judg-
ment Day to answer for their sinS.
Second, Americans overwhelmingl
believe in the divinity of Jesus Chris
although what is meant by “divinity
varies."Mast believe in an”indwelling,
I|V|n Christ and in the Second Corfi-
e say we believe in a heaven,
and to a lesser extent, hell. Half g
Americans believe in a personal deV|I
Also, the vast majority of Americans

i
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The percentage of Catholics in the population will rise dramatically due to the influx of Hispanics

believe the Bible is either the literal or
inspired Word of God. We beljeve the
Ten Commandments to be valid rules
for living, although we can’t name

em,
In the area of religious experience,
there are some dramatic |nd|n?s.
Many Americans have had so-called
paranormal, including mystical, ex-
ﬁerlenc,es. As Rev. Andrew Greeley
as said, "The paranormal is be-
coml_n(% normal.” A remarkable and
consistent one-third of Americans
have had a profound religious ex%erl-
ence. cither sudden or gradual, which
has been life-changing.” | think that’s
the most exciting and “most surpnsmg
figure that we've ever recorded, an
we've recorded this with great consis-
tency. These experiences, often con-
version experiences, are the focal
point in one’s faith development in
many cases. . ,
Turning to religious practice,
prayer has great meaning for Ameri-
cans. Virtually everyofe prays, at
least in some” fashidn. We believe
prayers are answered and many offer
examples. A consistent 4 in 10 Ameri-
cans attend church or synagogue ev-
ery week. Seven in 10 say"they are
chiurch members. One-third of Amer-
icans watch_at least some religious TV
each week, The vast majority want re-
ligious training for their children. The
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best_wa?/ to reach the Amegrican peo-
ple is clearly through their churches
with 60% ofthe populace in church at
some point during a ong-month pe-
riod. Millions of Americans attend
athletic events every year, but many
more than that atténd churches and
synagogues. Professional sports
events gross millions of dollars, but
Christians give billions to their
churches as freewill gifts.

ORGANIZED RELIGION

Turnm% now {o r,el|?,|on as an insti-
tution. OT key institutions that elicit
respect in society, the Church or or-
ganized religion rates near the top
and has consistently been in this posi-
tion since the measurement began. 15
years ago. The clergy are held in high

Millions of
Americans attend
athletic events
every year, but
many more than
that attend
churches and
synagogues.

H. Armstrong Roberts

esteem and. with doctors, seen as the
o_ccugatlon having the highest pres-
tige. Generally speaking, the clergy re-
céive good marks from the public for
the way they are dealing with the
Problems of their parishioners and
he problems of their communities.
In terms of religious identification,
fewer than 1person in 10 indicates no
religious preference. In fact, only 4 in
100" Americans are completehr, non-
religious. that is, have no religious
Pre erence, say religion is not jmpor-
ant in their lives, are not members of
a church, or do not attend religious
services—an astounding figure.” An-
other astounding figuré, one I con-
sider a miracle, IS the fact that only 3
out of every 100 Americans say their
lives are not touched at all by Jesus
Christ, either in a divine sense or in
the sense of Jesus being an ethical or
moral influence on their lives.
Three-fourths of Americans say
that religion is presently very impoy-
tant or was at some edrlier paint in
their lives. It’s an amazing figure.
Forty-four percent of Americans are
unchurched. These are people who
are not members ofa church or have
not attended services in the previous
six.months other than for special re-
ligious holidays. Most of those who
are unchurched. are so for practical
and not theological reasons, which is

11



While 8 in 10 Americaﬂs
consider themslelves to he

Christians. o
know who @ ﬂ
Sermon on the

Future ministries should focus on the corps of professionals who
daily make life-and-death decisions without the benefit of

theological insight or spiritual nurture.

an important thln? to bear in mind.
It's not a matter of belief versus non-
belief Manslbelievers are among the
unchurched. In fact, it's very impor-
tant to think of the churched and the
unchurched as in a constant state of
flux. They’re not two separate groups.
There aré manY people in churches
about to |eave; there are manY peaple
outside the churches about to come
in. Half of the presently unchurched
say there is a good chance that they
can be brought™back into the commu-
nity of active worshipers.

. Americans give most of their dona-
tions to_religious institutions or
causes. Religion is undoubtedly the
i)rlme motivating factor in the” high
evel of volunteérism in the Unitéd
States. A solid and consistent major-
ity of Americans believe that religion
can answer the problems of the world.
It Is Interesting to note that Ameri-
cans are unique, because they have at
the same time a high level 0f formal
education and a high level of religious
beliefand practice.

BROAD BUT NOT DEEP

When we use measurements to
probe the depth of America's religious
conviction, we become less impressed
with the sincerity of our faith. Ameri-
cans believe in God, but this God is
often only an affirming one. not a de-
mandln? one. He does not command
our total allegiance. We've other gods
before Him. We believe in Christ, but
Is He focal in our lives? Do Americans
know Christ orjust about Christ? Do
we really believe that He acts in our
lives and helps us make decisions?
Are we letting “churchianity” get
ahead of Christianity? We pray, but
often in a desultoryfashion with an
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emphasis on asking or petition, not
on thanksgiving, adoration, inter-
cession. or forgiveness, .

.Of 19 social Values, following God'’s
will is far down the list among the
Publlc’s choices as the most impor-
ant—behind happiness and satis-
faction. a sense of accomplishment
and five others. Of elpht important
traits, teenagers rate refigious faith as
least imporfant behind patience, hard
work, and five other traits. We say we
believe in God. but we are drawn to
cults and movements that glorify the
self rather than God. We sdy refigion
IS very important in our_lives, but it
does not have primacy. The Golden
Rule is reduced to “Dan’t bother any-
one™ or “Let them do_their own
thlnq. We, revere the Bible, but we
don't read it, That is clearly evidenced
by the fact that while 8 in 10 Ameri-
cans consider themselves to be Chris-
tians. only 4 in 10 know who deliv-
ered the Sermon on the Mount.
One-third of teenagers do not know
the significance of Easter for Chris-

lans.

Christianity may be broad, but it's
not necessarily deep. For example,
among those who profess to be Chris-
tians. George Barna notes. 2 in 5 deny
that pain and suffering are a means of
being a better person. Three in 10 say
nothing is more important than hav-
ing fun”and being happy. Two in 5 say
it OK to do anything“as long as you
don’t hurt others.  * ,

The religious condition of Ameri-
cans today” can perhaps_be best de-
scribed in‘terms of%aps. The obvious
or given gaps, are between God and
humans. Our belnF inattentive and
unfaithful has resulted in a gap in our
vertical relationship. We alSo see the

J r4e(§nth1eO
ount.

galn between humans, the horizontal
refationships. Separateness Is surely a
basic evil in our society. The rich and
the poor, for example, almost never
Interact with each other in a deep and
meaningful way. We give to charities,
but do“we give of olrselves?. Surely,
our record ‘In volunteerism is_spec-
tacular. but how many Americans
have aéaersonaI, re,Iatlonshlﬁ with
somehody who is impoverished? |
suspect not many. ,

_There is also"an ethics gap—that
difference between the way we think
of ourselves and the way Wwe actually
are, While religion is highly populdr
In this country, “Lfear it isconsiderably
superficial. Tt does not change peo-
ple's lives to the degree one would ex-

ect from the level of professed faith.

here is also a knowledge ?ap—t,he
gap hetween America’s stated faith
and their lack of the most basic
knowledge about that faith. If half of
the persons who say they are Chris-
tians do not know who delivered the
Sermon on the Mount, they are not
going to be able to give meaningful
responses to questions about basic
Christian doctrines such as grace, re-
demption. and the Atonement.

Finally, there is a gap. a ?rowmg
one. between believers and befongers,
Adecoupling of beliefand practice, if
gou will. Millions of Christians are

elievers, many devout, but they 0o
not participate’ in the congregational
lives of their denominations.” Ameri-
cans increasingly view their fajth asa
matter between them and God, to be
aided but not necessarily influenced
by religious institutions.

WHO NEEDS A CHURCH?
The vast majority of Americans be-
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We (as Chriséieannt?z

recover our |
Deculiar people.

lieve it is possible to he a good Chris-
tian or Jew W|thout_gom%to church or
synagogue. This 18 not something
New. hlrtK,years ago we were finding
the same thing. A similar m,ajont)( be-
lieve that people should arrive at their
religious beliefs independently of any
church or,synagoque. A majority
agreed that it doeSnt make any differ-
efice which church a person “attends
because. one is as good as another.
The information that I'm sharing
with you indicates that Americans
have 4 pretty clear sense of what they
want from their churches and syn-
agogu,es. because they see religious'in-
sfititions as serving the peaple, not
the people servm?, the institutions.
One thing that milTions of Americans
clearly want from their churches is
more ‘influence for the laity, the peo-
Ple in the ?ews.,But the most |mﬂor-
ant WaY 0 bring.the unchurche
back to the churchis to have a priest,
minister, rabbi, or pastor with whom
they can talk about their spiritual
need and religious doubts. The_role of
the clergy in that area is vital. The la-
ity indeed can take over many of the
roles of the clergy in administrative
matters, thus freeln? u% the clergy to
do what they do hest—helping péople
In their own spiritual journeys.
Looking ahead we can make some
broad conclusions. Levels of rellqlous
beliefand practice in America will re-
main high, but these Faps | men-
tioned will undoubtedfy continue.
The ethics ga? the kn,ow_ledgedgap,
and the gap between believing and be-
longing. The institutional” church
may be not quite so firm, and the
Populat,lon will be more pluralistic
han it is today. By the year 2000, the
country will be less Protestant, more
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need to
y as a

Ministry to and through the growing elderly population is vital for

the future church.

Mormaon, and more in the category of
no religious affiliation. The per-
centage of Catholics will undoubtedly
grow because of the influx of Hispan-
ics, Americans will continue to, be
unique with an unmatched combina-
tion of high levels of education and
high level$ of religious belief and. ac-
tivity, but with thése gaps remaining.
The' challenge facing churches and
other religious organizations is to
close these pronounced gaps.

BOOMERS,
BUSINESSPERSONS,
AND ELDERLY

The findings | have been reporting
to you certainly point to some very
specific needs,” Attention should he
%lven to special Proups. Much has

een written abouf'the bab_Y hoomers,

and, to a certain extent, it’s not sur-
P_n_smg that they’re turning back to re-
igion.” That's Something we’ve seen
for years and years. As people have
families, they see the miracle of birth,
and they want their kids to have re-
II%IOUS education. But here is a very
interesting group. They’re essentially
a floating p0ﬁulat|on, religiously
speaking. By that | mean, that_baby
boomers are consumers of religion.
They’re shopping around. This group
IS very important because they are
such a big bulge in our population,
and they'e very important, too. be-
cause they are not particularly
grounded in religion. This is very wor-
Fisome,

In addition to the bab5{ boomers
we cannot forget the elderly who will
gnrow in numbers_and

e {)opulatlon. This very vital” seg-
ment of the populace could be ufl-
lized to teach people to bring the Bi-

percentaﬁe of

ble into their daily lives, and in many
other ways. »

| beliéve another specific target
area ought to be people in the busi-
nesses and professions. These are E,eo-
ple.who from day to day are making
ethical decisions, sometimes on issues
of life or death, They desperately need
spiritual nourishmént, and | have a
fteellng they're not getting enough of
|

Certainly attention should he %lven
to sex-related issues in the 1990s.
These are going to be right at the top
on the agenda of churchés for the next
10 years, and probably well beyond:
abortion, homosexuality, promiiscu-
|t¥, and P_ornograph . A massive job
ot education i§ needed.

People need practical help, and |
think churches are respondln? to that
in a major way. They need fo know
how to pray, and this desire cuts right
across liberals, conservatives, evangel-
icals, and nonevangelicals. In a Sur-
vey, we asked people what elements
they'd like to see in a religious pro-
?ram. Right at the top weré the how-
0s—how to pray, how to brln? the Bi-
ble into your daily life, how To share
your faith, and hoiv to become a good
evangellst—so important as we énter
the *90s, called by many churches the
“decade of evangelism.”

AGENDA FOR THE NEW
CENTURY

What is the a,(\;enda for the '90s? |
think Christianity Today, citing four
strategies for work and witness, was
right on the mark. First, the Church
must recapture its zeal for sharing its
faith and hope—the good news of
God’s redemptive love in Christ.

Continued on page 31
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HEAVEN TRAIN MINISTRY ROLLING ALONG
New inner-city ministries inspired by success of Cleveland project

All aboard. _

The Heaven Train is moving out.

The train—actually a bus—travels
throughout Cleveland’s inner city with
the purpose of reachln% individuals
with the saving gospel of Jesus Christ.

This creative ministry vehicle of the
Church of the Nazarene was started in
1981 when Phil Batten, then pastor of
the Willo-Lake Church of the Nazarene,
caught a vision for unsaved children in
poverty-stricken areas.

Batten wanted to reach the “unreach-
ables." and taking the gospel to the chil-
dren was. in his opinion, the best route
for such a mlnlstr?/. The result was the
Church on Wheels—a school bus that
provided Batten with a rolling sanctu-
ary that could take church just about
anywhere there was a street.

"We met a lot of resistance the first
couple of times we took the bus into the
inner city," said Batten. “But there are
a lot of people in that environment that
never heard of Jesus, and we wanted to
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by Mark Weinstein

reach those people. .

"I have never experienced more joy
than | have by sharing the gospel
through this ministry. God really
blesses those who are willing to give a
little cup of cold water in His name."

When the old bus was sold to Los
Angeles First Church for a similar min-
istry. a new “Greyhound” type bus was
purchased, and the ministry was re-
named Heaven Train. In fact, the name
of Rev. Batten's church is Heaven Train
Church of the Nazarene. The church's
statistics are a story in contrast. They
have a membership of 16 with an aver-
age weekly attendance of more than
1,500. These 1,500 arc mostly children.

The workers on Cleveland's Heaven
Train are giving more than cold water to
the hungry children who attend the
weekly services. Heaven Train pro-
vides spiritual food during each service.
After worshiping participants receive a
hot dog, chips, and pop. _

It is a method that attracts the chil-

dren and helps them to tangibly see the
love of God through the workers.

When the outreach ministry started.
Batten and his group of volunteers were
informed by the Cleveland police de-
partment of the potential dangers of
ﬂomg into predominantly low-inconie

pusmg[ areas where crime rates are
high. There have been threats and a
few bottles have been thrown, but no
one involved with the ministry has ever
been hurt while serving on the Train. It
is worth the risk to Batten, because he
believes in the work and trusts God in
all situations.

"God has definitely been with us."
said Batten. "This is an exciting min-

Istry."

gince its beginning. Heaven Train
has served approximatelr 1.2 million
people. The bus can hold nearl?/ 120
persons for each of the 12-15 daily
vices.

‘Each service is approximately 40
minutes in length. During a typical ser-
vice. children sing, learn Bible verses,
and hear a Bible story. Batten uses
techniques aimed at grabbing and hold-
ing the attention of his young listeners.
This ranges from "gospel magic" to
ventriloquism and the use of puppets.

Meanwhile, as Heaven Train contin-
ues to prosper in Cleveland, it has influ-
enced other members of the Church of
the Nazarene throughout the world.

Ser-

.. . AROUND THE COUNTRY
"At this point, there have been 28
churches or individuals that have con-
tacted me about our ministry in Cleve-
land." said Batten. "Several people are
interested in starting a Heaven Train of
their own."

Rick and Elaine Pettit in the “Good News
Train.”
(Photo by Phil Mitchell, Kalamazoo Gazette)
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There are three such ministries in the
Midwest and South. The Good News
Train drives through the streets in Kala-
mazoo, Mich.; Sonshine Express is lo-
cated in Mount Vernon. Ohio; and New
Cumberland, W.Va., has its own Heav-
en Train.

The Good News Train in Kalamazoo
took its first trip into the inner city on
May 28. 1990, with the support of Bat-
ten and a host of Kalamazoo friends.

The idea of the ministry started when
Rick and Elaine Pettit waited in Indi-
anaf)olls, Ind., for the recovery of their
stolen car. The Pettits were in Indi-
anapolis for the 1989 General Assem-
bly. During their wallt,.theg came
across a brochure describing Batten's
ministry. _

The Pettits were already conducting
Bible studies in their home for children,
but this ministry twist caught their at-
tention and interest. Upon their return
to Kalamazoo. Elaine contacted Batten
for more information.

"God is in this ministry," said Elaine
Pettit. "It is amazing and really won-
derful to see this ministry used to reach
children for Him."

In the first two months, the Good
News Train ministry resulted in 224
conversions for Jesus. Many of the new
converts are children. However, as with
the other bus ministries, some adults
participate and find the Lord.
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BY MARK GRAHAM and TOM FELDER

A follow-up ministry for the new be-
lievers helps stimulate growth. Workers
with the bus ministry work with those
who've accepted Jesus to help them
?_round themselves in the faith and to
ive a holy life. .

Sonshine Express is the work of
Mount Vernon’s First Church of the
Nazarene. Bev and Dan Stevens have
led the Express since its organization in
February. The first trip into Mount Ver-
non was this past spring.

Likewise. New Cumberland's Heav-
en Train started this past spring and has
grown from two services to four a
week. Pastor Mike Byus originally
talked with Batten about the possibility
of the ministry working in the small
community of New Cumberland and,
since starting in June, it has been a huge
success.

"It has broken down some of the bar-
riers with the kids we reach." said
Byus. "The kids we meet would nor-
mally not attend our church."

... IN BRAZIL
"We are really excited about these
different bus ministries," said Batten.
“We are particularly excited about the
beginning of a new ministry in Sao
Paulo. Brazil.” The new bus ministry
is expected to begin in October.
Nazarene missionary Steve Hoffer-

Phil Batten (left) director ot the Heaven
Train, and Dan Stevens (right), director of
Mount Vernon First Church’s Sonshine Ex-
press, meet at the Central Ohio District As-
sembly. (Photo by Mark Weinstein)

bert recently spent time with Batten in
Cleveland ‘to prepare for taking the
Heaven Train ministry back to Brazil.
The North Central Ohio District donat-
ed money for a bus that will be pur-
chased in Sao Paulo and outfitted with
air conditioning and a speaker system.
One of its special features will include
a side panel that opens to reveal a
stage. This will allow the bus to minis-
ter to larger crowds w'hen necessary.

Plans are to use the bus to cover
about 12 different points, the strongest
of which will serve as a place for plant-
ing a new church. Every six months a
new point will be selected and a new
church started.

“I think the concept is dynamite."
said Hofferbert. "During our last term,
we went into cng parks to plant church-
es, and we had between 40 and 70 kids
at each location. From that, we devel-
oped Bible studies in their parent's
homes, which served as nuclei for new
churches. With the Heaven Train, we
can pull right up to the low-income ar-
eas where people live, lift up the side of
the bus. have services, and then move
on to another area.”

Apparently the people of the North
Central Ohio District believe in Phil's
ministry. Following a presentation by
him and other home mission ministers
to the recent North Central Ohio Dis-
trict Assembly. Nazarenes pledged
$49,000 to support Heaven Train and
the other home mission ministries of
the district. It took less than five min-
utes, and they exceeded their goal by
$4,000. o

Heaven Train is more than hot dogs.
Cokes, and puppets, it is a ministry of
love that's focused on taking the gospel
to boys, girls, men, and women In the
inner city. Wally Beebe will probably
be proud to know that bus ministry is
taking a new lease on life, the only dif-
ference is that instead of taking people
to church, buses are now taking
“church” to the people.
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CHURCH SETS GOALS TO REACH NATIVE AMERICANS

“Native American ministries is a wide
open field." accordiw to Michael R.
Funk, Multicultural Ministries consul-
tant for the denomination. Funk made
his observations at a recent meeting of
the Native American Strategy Commit-
tee in Kansas City. The committee met
with Church Growth Division directors
and presented them with a strategy for
rz%aocohlng Native Americans by the year

The strategy calls for the creation of
100 Native American works in Canada
and the U.S., including churches. Bible
classes, and Native American fellow-
ships in urban areas. Currently, there
are 5 1works among this group, includ-
|ng[41 fuIIy-orqanlzed churches.

he report also sets a goal of 4,000
Native American members of the
Church of the Nazarene denomination-
wide. In 1989, 1,846 members were
reported.

Funk stressed that the ideal would
be to have all work among the Native
Americans directed by Native Ameri-
cans. He stated that the church is mov-
ing toward that goal and challenged the
committee to take steps to have at least
70 Native Americans licensed or or-
Elamed ministers by the end of the cen-
ury.
~In addition to the strategy presenta-
tion, the committee also met with
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David Hayse, Work and Witness coor-
dinator. to work out a plan that would
increase the number of Work and Wit-
ness teams going to Native American
districts. These teams would work on
church buildings and parsonages.

“Our denomination has a rich_histo-
ry of concern and involvement in Na-
tive American ministry.” Funk said.
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“We must find, equig), and establish
Native American leaders in our
schools, churches, and districts."

Members of the committee include:
Wendell Paris. Julian Gunn. John
Nells, and Tom McKinney. Wilbur
Brannon will supervise the implemen-
tation of the strategy.

FACTS ABOUT NAZARENES AND NATIVE AMERICANS
* There are at least 250 Indian languages or dialects in North America.
+ Half the Native Americans in the United States live in four states: California.

Arizona. New Mexico, and Oklahoma.

* Navajos are the largest tribe, with a population of approximately 200,000.
* The Church of the Nazarene has its largest work among the Navajo people,
both in terms of the number of churches and membership.

* There are 1846 Native American members of the Church of the Nazarene in
the U.S. and Canada, making it the fifth largest ethnic group within the Church
In the two countries (after American Black, Haitian, Korean, and Spanish).

+ There are 55 Nazarene works amon%

da, including 41 fully-organized c
Bible classes.

Native Americans in the U.S, and Cana-
urches, 10 church-type missions, and 4

NICARAGUAN PASTORS AND WIVES GATHER FOR RETREAT

Approximately 15(1 persons gathered
recently for the Nicaragua District Pas-
tors and Wives Retreat, according to
Jerry Porter, Mexico-Central America
Regional director. The retreat was held

at the district center in San Jorge. Ri-
vas. Porter and his wife. Toni, were
the featured speakers.

"There is a sense of exaectancy 8
the governmental change has brought
the civil war to an end." Porter said.
"The Nazarenes erf Nicaragua request
prayer for their country, that peace and
justice might cover their land."

The people (rf Nicaragua are facing a
severe economic crisis, accordln% to
Porter. The local currency (cordoba),
which was once exchanged at 25 to
$1.00. is now beln% exchanged a
200.000 to $1.00. Because of this,
teachers, preachers, and government
employees are earning between $10.00
and $20.00 per month.

Ray Hendrix, director of International
Broadcasting, and Nina Gunter (right),
NWMS general director, examine letters
received from the Soviet Union as a result
of Nazarene radio broadcasts there. Rus-
sian rad