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BETTER PREACHING NEEDED
By  t h e  E d i t o r

H E  content of the gospel of Jesus C hrist needs no revision to meet
the dem ands of any age or generation. But it is possible to preach
the best gospel in a very poor m anner, and the m anner reflects upon 

the content. Sometimes the content is rejected w ithout investigation because 
the m anner of presenting it is so faulty. On the other hand, sometimes a 
poor gospel finds a b e tte r hearing than  the content deserves because the 
m ethod is so splendid. And sometimes preachers foolishly tam per with 
the content of the message of C hrist when w hat they should do is to 
improve their own m anner of presenting th a t message.

If we are not m istaken in our observations, we believe there is an 
increasing in terest in preaching. Someone has said th a t for alm ost a 
generation churches have looked for financial secretaries and business, 
educational and social m anagers, but a te  now awakening to the fact tha t 
there is actually  no substitu te  for a preacher. Hence this observer re­
marks. there is now a ra the r w idespread search for good preachers. Secre­
taries and m anagers are not finding pressing dem and for their services. 
Schools and sem inaries which have adopted m ethods for producing church 
leaders who cannot preach are not finding ready m arket for their products. 
C hurch com m ittees and superintendents are hunting for preachers.

At any rate  there seems to be a place for well qualified men who can 
preach the gospel effectively. Styles in oratory  have no doubt changed 
in favor of a sim pler and more direct form of address. But the preacher 
who can convince and move men is in increasing dem and. Perhaps there 
is keener criticism  of the shallow sentim entalist, but there is appreciation 
of the straight th inker and sincere exhorter to righteousness. The m an of 
studied style and artificial tone may be dubbed a pretender, but people 
come to hear the preacher who speaks like one shooting straight from the 
shoulder and who “means w hat he says.”

B ut to be a better  preacher now means more than  it ever m eant be­
fore. I t  is as though the preacher had less to hide behind now than
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formerly. His parishioners are too well inform ed to perm it him  to get by with the 
mere appearance of learning. They are too critical to long respect any th ing  short 
of sky-blue sincerity and snow-white purity . They are too capable to follow a 
haphazard and uncertain leadership. The call to be a better preacher is a call 
to inward im provem ent of every sort. I t  is too late to be crediting perm anent 
success to  some single incidental endowment or accom plishment. The b e tte r preacher 
m ust be a better man and better C hristian in a little stric ter sense, it seems to us, 
than  ever before.

A call for better preaching is a call for more and more earnest prayer and deeper 
devotion. I t  is a call to undivided interest in the task  of the preacher. I t is a 
call to more study and more definitive study. I t is a call for fuller heart p rep a ra ­
tion. I t  is a call for a fuller pouring out before God and to men. Indeed the chal­
lenge for better preaching is a challenge to the whole manhood of the preacher.

EDITORIAL NOTES
The P reacher's M agazine com pleted its 6th volume w ith  the D ecem ber issue, 

and here we are setting out on the 7th year of the M agazine’s history. Confined 
as our subscription list is to preachers, and, more narrow ly still, to preachers of 
full salvation, we have never had a very large circulation. Sometimes m y con­
science has sm itten me w ith the thought th a t the Publishers are compelled to take 
a loss every year, and more than  once I have suggested to them th a t a t the  close 
of some volume perhaps we should suspend. B ut always they have said, “N o. le t’s 
go on. The money loss which we sustain is more than  counter-balanced by the 
realization th a t we are rendering a service— a service which is unique, and which 
we believe is appreciated .”

And tonight as I have thought of the labor involved in planning and preparing 
the seventy-two issues which have already appeared I have felt sure th a t a t least 
a few preachers have preached better a few times or have perform ed some small 
service connected with their holy calling a little more efficiently on account of the 
suggestions offered in these pages. And in the assurance th a t such has been the 
case, I have found am ple reward. And in the hope th a t we may render further 
service to those engaged in the grandest and most difficult of callings we send forth 
this first num ber of the new volume. Also we are planning as carefully as we can 
and are hoping to make the magazine better this year than  it has been before.

Some preachers have w ritten us th a t certain  single features have been w orth 
the subscription price to  them , and the prom ptness w ith which m any renew the ir 
subscriptions at the end of each year makes us th ink  they find profit in perusing
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the m aterial furnished. Now and then we meet a preacher who tells us he has all 
the volumes from the first and th a t he finds th a t certain  features are useful w ith­
out regard to dates.

But I am wondering if there are some who have neglected to renew this year. 
B rother, we do not w ant to lose you out of the fam ily. Then I am wondering if I 
m ight not renew a request which I made once before— the request th a t each sub­
scriber show the m agazine to a brother preacher and suggest tha t he take it for a 
year. A few hundred new subscribers would lighten the burden for the Publishers 
and would render a service which we would very much appreciate. W e do not 
expect you to  push the subscription m atter. Ju st show a bro ther preacher a copy 
and tell him  what you th ink  and offer to send in his nam e for him — th a t’s all.

H ave you seen the new work on system atic theology by Dr. A. M. Hills? 
If you have not there is a treat in store for you. I have had the second volume 
but a few days, bu t 1 have found genuine delight in this m onum ental work of this 
w onderful C hristian  scholar and teacher. Of course young preachers will make 
this w ork their standard  in theological m atters, and they will be safe and correct 
in doing so. But even those who have read theological books for a generation will 
find here a com bination of orthodoxy and freshness th a t will surprise and delight. 
I even prophesy th a t m any an “old preacher” will read this one more treatise on 
sound doctrine before he dies. The work is in two volumes. B etter get your set 
right away.

M any successful pastors have found it beneficial to plan their preaching pro­
gram  for a considerable length of tim e. And since this is the beginning of the new 
year, it is the proper tim e to th ink  through the program  for the next twelve months. 
Pastors who m ake these forecasts of their preaching program  are careful not to 
become enslaved and their plans are always subject to revision and im provem ent. 
Some of them  are careful not to indicate their plans for the fu ture to their listeners. 
T hey  say th a t when they preach poorly and then intim ate to the people tha t a 
lot more of the same kind has already been planned, the people are likely to become 
discouraged and the attendance and interest will wane. Nevertheless, for their 
own guidance, they find it a help to forecast their preaching program  in order th a t 
there m ay be roundness in it. For every preacher m ust know th a t he is called to 
preach all the words of this life to his people and th a t he is likely to become over­
balanced cn favorite them es to the neglect of other tru th s  which his people should 
hear. I myself can testify  th a t I find it qu ite helpful to plan and th ink consider­
able tim e in advance. In fact it is positively necessary for me to forecast if there 
is to  be any sem blance of m atu rity  when my time comes to preach to men.

Charles Spurgeon’s grandfather was a preacher. And W hen Charles himself 
was late to a service in which he was expected to preach the grandfather was asked 
to take the service. The elder m an was just well launched into his sermon when 
Charles arrived. Im m ediately  the grandfather yielded the service to Charles, and 
as he did so rem arked, “ M y grandson can preach the gospel better than  I can; but 
thank  God he cannot preach a better gospel than I can .”

(3)
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DEVOTIONAL

T H E  G LO R IO U S C H U R C H  O F  G O D

A Series of Messages Del ivered at a M in is­
terial Gathering, Stit tsvi lle,  Ontario, Canada, 
M a y  19-24, by R ev .  P. Wiseman, D.D., In ter ­
national Holiness Evangelist and Teacher of  
Ottawa, Canada

M e ssa g e  O n e

THE DIVINE INSTITUTION----THE CHURCH OF GOD

LQ RIO U S things are  spoken of thee, O 
city of G od” (Ps. 87:3).

“ Christ also loved the church,  and gave 
himself . . . th a t  he might present it to  h im ­
self a gloricus church, not having spot or 
wrinkle, or  any such thing, bu t  th a t  it should 
be holy and w ithout  blemish” (Eph. 5:25 -27).

The church of God is figured under various 
comparisons in the Bible.

I t  is represented as a city.  Cities were built 
by men for people to inhabit. Christ said, “ I 
will build m y  church” (M at t .  16:18).  H e  is the 
foundation, “On this rock” ; and H e  is the 
builder, “ I will bu i ld” ; the material, “Living 
stones.” Cities in ancient  t ime were well p ro ­
tected,  compassed w ith  walls. The  church of 
Christ  is a s trong city (Isa. 26:1) ,  with the wall 
of Providence ( John  1:10),  the protection of 
angels (Ps. 34 :7) ,  a supernatura l  protection, 
“ wall of fire” (Zech. 2:5') ; a city of holy peo­
ple, “T hey shall call them  The holy people” 
(Isa. 62:12),  so the church is a holy church.  I t  
is “a city tha t  is set on an hill cannot  be h id” 
(M att .  5 :1 4 ) ;  there to shine for Christ.

The church is compared to  the moon (Cant. 
6:10).  The moon receives her  light from the 
sun, so the church from Christ ;  the moon gives 
light by night , the church during the n ight of 
sin.

The church is compared  to a n a tu ra l  body: 
“ Baptized into one b o d y ” (1 Cor. 12:13).  “ One 
bod y ” (Eph .  2:16).  “ Edifying of the body of 
Chris t” (Eph. 4 :12) .  “ H e  is the head of the 
body, the church” (Col. 1:18, 24) . W h a t  a 
wonderful and  unique organism is here sug­
gested ! W hat a glorious u n io n !

The church is the temple of God (2 Cor. 
6 :16) .  The  ancient temple was built  of costly 
stones, the church of spiritual  stones (1 Pe te r  
2:3) a glorious structure, so the chu rch ;  the 
L ord  filled the former and  H e  builds an d  fills 
the la tter.

The word  church f rom the Greek, Ekklesia,  
meaning, “the called ou t .” I t  is used in the 
New Testament, to denote  the whole body  of be­
lievers (Acts 20:25, Eph .  5 :23) ,  on ea r th  with 
Christ as the Head, sometimes called a  family, 
pa r t  of which is in heaven an d  par t  on earth  
(Eph. 3 :1 5 ) ;  used to denote a local b a n d  of 
believers (Rom . 16:5), a congregation (1 Cor. 
14:19).

God is gloricus in holiness (Exodus 15:11), a n ­
gels celebrate H im  as holy (Isa.  16:3), H is  e a r th ­
ly house. Zion should be holy (Joel  3 :13) ,  glori­
ous. in holiness. The  church should be a glorious 
c h u rc h .

G l o r io u s  as  t o  H e r  O r ig in

As Eve came from the  side of A dam  so the 
Church of Christ  came from His precious side. 
She i- a child of heaven ;  a  divine institution. 
O ther  inst i tut ions are largely of h u m a n  origin 
but  not f o  with the church. She is of God. 
She is G od’s inst i tu t ion  in the world.

T h e  Christ ian church is being built by Christ. 
“ I will build m y  church .” To use an o th e r  figure, 
the church is His bride, preparing  for the marriage 
feast.

G l o r io u s  as t o  H e r  O r g a n is m

This m ay  not be said as to her  organization 
but  it should lie the case as to her  organism, 
the il lustration of which is the h u m an  body  of 
which Christ  is the head. This we have already 
seen.

There  is here the suggestion of pur i ty .  The 
body should be as pure as the H ead . Christ  
gave Himself for the church, th a t  H e  might p re ­
sent it unto  Himself  a glorious church no t  h a v ­
ing spot or wrinkle or any  such thing.

W h a t  unity  is here sugge s ted ! “ I in them  and 
thou  in me tha t  they  may be made perfect in 
one tha t  the world m ay  k now .” E very  m em ber
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in perfect  unity  with the rest, even the  unity  
of organism.

W h a t  harm ony  is here r ev ea led ! E very  m e m ­
ber  functioning perfect ly in his place. The hand 
does not say to  the eye, I have no need of 
thee, an d  so on. E very  one his place and  every 
one filling his place!  Pastors,  teachers, evan ­
gelists, governments, etc., an d  in every local 
church, if th a t  church functions properly  in the 
will of God, God will raise up officers for every 
b ranch of the work.

It is the  du ty  of every mem ber  of the church 
of Jesus Christ  lo realize this, seek his place, 
w ork  for the un i ty  of that  glorious body, and 
see to it th a t  he is filled w ith  the H oly  Ghost, 
for th a t  is G o d ’s order. The early church were 
“all filled w ith  the Holy  Ghost.”

G l o r io u s  in'  H er  M is s io n  

The “Acts of the Apostles,” describe the church 
in her  qualified co n d i t io n ! W h a t  a wonderful 
record ! W h a t  a glorious condition !

The church  is a saving inst i tu t ion:  the sphere 
an d  the  instrum ent  of the H oly  Sp ir i t ’s a d m in ­
is tra t ion;  the place in which He works, and 
the instrum ent  th rough  which He works.  I t  is 
specifically an evangelistic and missionary inst i­
tu t io n ;  in other  words, a saving institution. Her 
mission is to go and teach all nat ions baptizing 
th em  in the nam e of the  Father ,  and  of the 
Son an d  of the H o ly  Ghost, and  the promise is 
“ Lo I a m  with  you  always, even unto  the end 
of the world .”

A m arked  aspect of the mission of the church 
is intercession. She is an intercessory inst itution. 
There is the intercession of Christ  in heaven; 
the intercession of the Spirit , who “ m ake th  in ­
tercession for  the sa in ts” (R om . 8:27) and  there 
is the intercession of the church. These three 
natu ra lly  blend and  are all necessary. W ithou t  
the first there is no access lo God: w i th o u t  the 
second there  is neither  the disposition nor the 
pow er  to  plead with G o d ;  and w ithou t the th ird  
there is no connection of h u m an  sympathies with 
the benevolent purpose of God. H as the church 
lost this aspect of her  mission?

The church is an active institution. H er  p r iv i­
lege as well as du ty  finds expression in the  
words, “Occupy till I c o m e ;” coworkers w ith  
Him . I t  is t rue  she is waiting,  watching for His 
return ,  bu t  she is active, laboring fervently for 
h im ;  suffering with and  for  H im  (1 Pet. 4:14-16).

T he  church is a mil i tant  institution. “Like a 
mighty arm y  moves the church of G od .” God 
designs th a t  His church should be a glorious and

victorious a rm y  under  the great Capta in  of her 
sa lvation. She should nei ther know  nor suffer 
defeat  under  any  circumstances or  a t  any time. 
Victory is s tamped on her  banner.  “ They over­
came him  by the blood of the L am b  and by the 
w ord of their  testimony, an d  they loved not 
their  lives unto  the dea th .”

The soldiers of this a rm y  obey their  com­
m ander ;  they  s tand together;  they  are always 
ei ther  in p repara t ion  for service or in active w a r ­
fare; they are free from worldly entanglements; 
they  love the holy a rm y  and  the cause for which 
it stands.

As a militant inst i tu t ion  she must conquer. 
“T he  gates of hell shall not prevail .” Final and 
glorious victory is sure.

G l o r io u s  tx S a c r if ic e  

“ Christ loved the church and gave himself 
for it."

Love an d  sacrifice go together. H e  loved and 
gave. H e  gave because H e  loved, and the ex­
tent of His love may be measured by the gift, 
namely, Himself.

This  is a test for us. H o w  much do we love? 
The extent  of the gift  of ourselves with all tha t  
we have is the answer.

G l o r io u s  As T o H e r  P r e s e n t a t io n 1 

W hat a time this will be when the church is 
presented to Chris t!  “ I have espoused you to 
one husband, th a t  I m ay  present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2).  Virgin means 
p u r i ty ;  espoused to one husband  and  is greatly 
beloved by him for H e  gave Himself  for her. A 
virgin longs for the wedding day when she shall 
be presented and become the bride, the L a m b ’s 
wife.

She shall be caught up by Him  (1 Thess. 4:16),  
given a glorious body. “We look for the Savior,
. . . who shall change ou r  vile body, tha t  it 
may be fashioned like unto his glorious bod y ” 
(Phil . 3:20, 21 ) ;  married to Him  who died for 
her:  “ The marriage of the Lam b is come, and 
his wife ha th  m ade  herself r e a d y ;” “And shall 
reign with h im .”

W h a t  a d a y ! W h a t  a w e d d in g ! W h a t  glori­
ous honor  to be found among the espoused !

C o n c l u s io n  

Brethren, we are called to fill im portan t  
offices in this glorious institution of God; called 
to be leaders of His people; called to lead His 
people, His church, into holiness, into glorious 
warfare , into real victorious aggressiveness for 
H im. W e are called to preach holiness by our
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lives as well as in our  sermons. W h a t  a respon­
sible people we a r e ! We are here to realize this 
responsibility and  go down before God till we are 
fitted and  qualified for the task. M a y  almighty 
God help us. Amen. He can and He will. Let 
us p r a y !

Faithfulness in little things rules over great 
things. Faithfulness in the least leads to fa i th ­
fulness in the most.  Faithfulness on ear th  gives 
a place "with  H i m ” over the ear th .  Faithfulness 
unto  death wins the crown of life.— P u b l i s h e r  

U n k n o w n .
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H O SE A  T H E  PR E A C H E R  O F L O V E  
A N D  R E P E N T A N C E

B y  O l iv e  M . W in c h e s t e r  

“T h o ’ fallen on evil days,
On evil days tho’ fallen, and evil tongues;
In  darkness, and w i th  dangers compass’d round  
A n d  solitude.”

I
N T H E  prophet Hosea we find a man of con­
trasting characteristics to the stern preacher 
of judgment,  the prophet Amos. Following 

the pungent denunciations of the social evils 
and  religious sins of the day comes the tender 
call of divine love bidding m an repent of his evil 
doings. As the nor thern  kingdom passes out 
into the night of captivity and extinction, we 
hear the appeal of the prophet poured  forth 
with yearnings and  longings calling the people to 
re tu rn  to God.

T h e  D a y s  i n  W h i c h  t h e  P r o p h e t  L ived  

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  v a r io u s  o p in io n s  a s  to  th e  

d a te s  to  b e  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  p e r io d  o f  H o s e a ’s 

p ro p h e c ie s ,  a n d  it  w o u ld  s eem  t h a t  n o  a b s o lu te  

d e c is io n  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d .  W e  c a n , h o w e v e r ,  

c o m e  to  s o m e  g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n . P r o b a b ly  h e  

b e g a n  h is  w o r k  a t  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  p r o p h e t ic  

c a re e r  o f  A m o s  a n d  th u s  d u r in g  t h e  la s t  p a r t  o f 

th e  re ig n  o f  J e r o b o a m .  A c c o rd in g ly  h e  w o u ld  

fac e  th e  s a m e  c o n d i t io n s  s o c ia l ly  a n d  re l ig io u s ly  

t h a t  th e  p re c e d in g  p r o p h e t  d e n o u n c e d .  M o r e ­

o v e r  h e  s h a r e d  in  c o m m o n  w i th  A m o s  in  th e  
p r o p h e c y  o f  th e  f a t e  o f  th e  h o u s e  o f  J e h u  a n d  

f in a l ly  o f  I s r a e l ,  f o r  h e  a n n o u n c e s ,  w h e n  a  so n  

is  b o r n  u n to  h im , “ C a ll h is  n a m e  J e z r e e l ;  fo r  

y e t  a  l i t t l e  w h ile , a n d  I  w ill a v e n g e  th e  b lo o d  
o f  J e z r e e l  u p o n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  J e h u ,  a n d  w ill 

c a u se  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e  h o u s e  o f  I s r a e l  to  cease . 

A n d  i t  s h a ll  c o m e  to  p a s s  a t  t h a t  d a y ,  t h a t  I

will break the bow of Israel in the valley of 
Jezreel.”

While the  beginning of his prophetic w ork  was 
thus more or less identical in time and situation 
with the former prophet,  yet in its extent it cov­
ered a longer and more tu rbu len t  time. With 
the death  of Je roboam  II  the strong hand  th a t  
had held the kingdom together was gone. T h e re ­
upon began a dissolution of the nation. Hie 
son, Zechariah, reigned only six m onths when he 
was slain at  the hands of conspirators under  the 
leadership of Shallum. But Shallum in turn 
fell under  like circumstances af ter  he had reigned 
onlv a m onth. This  time the leader was M ena- 
hem who succeeded in holding the throne  for ten 
years and  left it to his son, Pekahiah . For 
many years  the kingdom had been in the grip of 
“ an arrogant mili tary despotism.” While a 
strong man sat upon the th rone, there was a 
“ mili tary prosperity in the land ,” bu t  when he 
was succeeded by weaker men, then the nation 
fell a prey first to  one mili ta ry  adven turer  and 
then to another.

The fact th a t  M enahem  was successful in re­
tain ing his throne  for so long a t ime was due 
to the weakness of Syria which was suffering 
under  a ttacks f rom  Assyria, and  moreover As­
syria itself was restrained at times from revolts 
within its empire and thus could not make the 
advances th a t  it otherwise would. Again when 
bidden to do so M enahem  submitted to Tig lath- 
pileser. Added to all these reasons, however, is 
the  fact tha t  he himself manifested ability.  But 
for the most part  as far as internal conditions 
were concerned, his source of strength  lay in the 
iron h and  with which he ruled. “ His th rone ,” 
says Geike, “ rested largely on terro r,  for he 
waded through blood lo reach it. The  people of 
Tiphsah or T appuah ,  not far from Tirzah, and
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those of other towns, were ruthlessly butchered 
for adher ing  to  Shallum and not opening their  
gates a t  once to his murderer .  N or  did he 
shrink from cruelties which had seemed to the 
Syrian Hazael  too shocking to be inflicted even 
on enemies, when Elisha foretold th a t  he would 
commit them. Raised  by a ferocious soldiery to 
the crown, M enahem  had  the iron h and  needed 
to keep them  dow n,  when once he was maste r .”

After  the death of M enahem  when his son 
had  succeeded him on the throne, a revolut ion 
broke out  again when hardly  tw o  years had 
passed. Pekah headed the conspiracy an d  m u r ­
dered the king. During  his reign inroads were 
m ade by Tigiath-pileser,  king of Assyria, and 
tow ns  on the east of J o rd a n  were taken, also 
sections with in  Galilee. To protect himself 
against  the  invasions of the great king, Pekah 
form ed an alliance with Re/in, king of Syria, to 
place a scion of their  devising on the throne 
of Ju d a h  who would likewise unite in a con­
certed effort to w ith s tand  the invader. Th ii  
occurred during the reign of Ahaz, and  while it 
b rough t  great te r ro r  to the heart  of th is Jude an  
king, yet  did not  prove successful.

Succeeding Pekah, Hoshea, a vassal king under 
Assyria, came to  the throne. Although he paid 
the t r ibu te  to Assyria at  first, yet under  the 
galling yoke of this burden,  through the  influ­
ence of an E gyp tian  faction th a t  was ever pres­
ent in Samaria , he made overtures to  Egypt 
for hell). This  brought down upon him the 
w ra th  of the  Assyrian king and led to the final 
siege and  over th row  of the  capital city.

W ith  such mili tary disturbances in the land, 
the prevai ling conditions under  Je roboam  would 
only g row worse. “ All classes of society became 
demoralized,” says Robinson. “ Even the priests 
tu rned  band i t  and  rejoiced in the sins of the 
people, because it increased their revenues. 
Things went from bad to worse, until the prophet  
exclaimed, ‘There is no t ru th ,  no r  goodness, nor 
knowledge of God in the land. T here  is nought 
bu t  swearing and breaking faith, and killing, and  
stealing, and com m itt ing  a d u l t e r y ; they break 
out, and blood toucheth  b lood’ (4:1, 2 R. V.). 
T he  conditions were terrible!  Religion sank into 
the most  sensual idolatry . Fam ily  life, especially, 
became dissolute. U pon it, accordingly,  the 
prophet laid his heaviest indictment. To express 
their  hopeless condition he uses the hateful  word, 
‘w horedom ’ some sixteen times. As Davidson 
says, ‘Hosea lived during, perhaps, the most

unquiet and  turbulent  t imes th rough  which the 
country  had  ever passed!”

T h f , L if e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t

Amos had passed his days in the wilderness of 
Judea  as a herdsman and  visited the nor thern  
kingdom and  its marketplaces only occasionally, 
bu t  since Hosea refers frequently to various 
places in nor th  Israel such as Lebanon, Tabor,  
Bethel, Jezreel and since he mentions “ E p h ra im ” 
m any times, it is generally concluded th a t  he 
was a native of the nor thern  kingdom. “ In 
every sentence,” says Ewald ,  “ it appears tha t  
Hosea had  not only visited the kingdom of 
E phra im , as Amos had done, bu t  th a t  he is 
acquainted with it from the depths of his heart,  
and follows all its doings, aims, and fortunes 
with the p rofound feelings gendered by such 
sym pa thy  as is conceivable in the case of a 
native prophet  only.”

F ro m  other references in his writings it is con­
cluded tha t  Hosea belonged to the agricultural 
life of the community .  In  the figures which he 
uses, he takes his pictures from rural life. “ For  
Israel ha th  behaved himself s tubbornly, like a 
s tubborn  heifer; now  will Jehovah  feed them 
as a lamb in a large place,” Hosea tells us. And 
E p h ra im  is a heifer th a t  is taught,  th a t  loveth 
to  tread  out  the grain;  bu t  I have passed over 
upon her  fair n e c k ; I will set a rider on E p h r a i m ; 
Ju d a h  shall plow, Jacob  shall break the clods.” 
Further ,  “ I drew them w ith  cords of a man, 
w ith  bands of love an d  I was to them  as they 
th a t  lift up the yoke on their  jaw s;  and  I 
laid food before them .” T h u s  both  prophets 
came from the more com m on walks of life among 
the people of the day.

W hen we come to  the hom e life of Hosea we 
enter  into m any  perplexing questions. His m ar ­
riage has ever been on occasion for questioning. 
Some have considered th a t  here we have an 
allegory ra ther  the actual facts, bu t  the plain 
narra tive  of the text w ould  seem to indicate 
tha t  we have recorded what happened, not  an 
imaginary account to illustrate some t ru th ,  state 
or condition.

Accepting the incident as actual,  we find the 
main difficulty in the  com m and given in 1:3, 
"Go, take unto  thee a wife of whoredom and 
children of w horedom .” The objection is raised 
tha t  such a com m and would not be given by 
a r ighteous an d  holv God, moreover it is further  
asserted th a t  Hosea would not have understood 
such a com m and as the voice of God, an d  finally
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th a t  had  he thus taken a wom an who was an 
avowed sinner, he would  be giving assent to 
those very sins for which he was condemning his 
countrym en by  thus  enter ing into marriage vows. 
The resulting consequences of such an  in terpre­
tation are  such tha t  one feels tha t  there m ust  be 
some error in  the meaning deduced from the 
verse. Accordingly it has been suggested th a t  
the  thought  indicated is th a t  Hosea was bidden 
to take  to  himself a wife who had  such ten ­
dencies which, however, had  no t  manifested 
themselves in open sin. Eiselen states, “ Gomer 
is thought to have been unsta ined  when she b e ­
came the wife of Hosea. Th is  view is supported 
by  the  expression ‘a wife of w horedom ’ H ad  
Hosea actually  meant to say th a t  she was a l­
ready devoted to  an unchaste life he would in 
all probabil ity  have called her  ‘a har lo t . ’ The 
expression seems to denote a w om an  of unchaste 
disposition. The evil tendencies were within 
Gomer, b u t  they had  not yet manifested th e m ­
selves. Hosea loved her  dearly, b u t  his love 
was n o t  sufficient to prevent the outbreak .  She 
finally abandoned  h im  for her  param ours ,  or  
perhaps for the  licentious rites connected w ith  
the worship of the Baal .”

In  the t ragedy  of the home life of Hosea he 
was being p repared  to understand the yearning 
of the divine heart  over  the nation which like 
Gomer had  within it  the seeds of unfa ithful  con­
duct which w'ere leading it astray. N o  other  
w ay  could Hosea have entered so fully info the 
depth of sorrow' an d  grief over  the w a y w ard ­
ness of those loved.

N o t  only was Gomer herself a representation 
of the state and  condition of Israel, b u t  the 
children received symbolical  names significant of 
the same. Jezreel, the son, we have already- 
mentioned. Then  the first daughter  was called 
L o-ruham ah  signifying th a t  she hath  not  ob­
tained mercy and the second daughter  Lo-ammi, 
not  my people. The nam e given to the son in ­
dicates the doom await ing  the na tion  and  the 
names given to the daughters describe then- 
present relation to Jehovah .

H o w  soon a f te r  H osea’s marriage the evil ten ­
dencies broke forth , we cannot tell. But when 
these once asserted themselves, they  seem to 
have  reigned w ithou t  mitigation. Wildly she 
sought a f te r  her  param ours .  Though Hosea 
sought to make every provision which might 
satisfy her, ye t  to  this she remained insensible. 
W ith sadness of heart  he observes, “She did not

know  th a t  I gave her  grain, and  the new wine, 
and  the oil, an d  multiplied un to  her  silver and  
gold, which they used for Baal .” So steadfast, 
is the love of Hosea th a t  even a f te r  G om er has 
sold herself to another, he sought to redeem her  
and  bought  her  to  himself for fifteen pieces of 
silver, giving her  charge tha t  she is n o t  to follow 
in the p a th s  of w horedom  an y  more.  W hether  
this b rought  the unfa ithful  wife to a re tu rn  in 
loyalty  an d  love we are no t  told. T he  account 
as  given has been sufficient to  set before  us in a 
realistic way the  nat ion  in its relation to J e ­
hovah, and the fact  th a t  interspersed with these 
adm on ito ry  warnings there are promises of 
restoration to full favor  would indicate th a t  in 
his hom e Hosea finally conquered by  his ever 
fai thful  love.

T h e  P r o p h e t ’s S t y l e  
W hen we come to consider the  style of this 

writer,  we note th a t  the book does no t  fall into 
definite divisions an d  often the connection is not  
close. One has described - the style as tha t  of 
sobs and sighs. There  is a mingiing of rebuke 
an d  appeal. In  li terary fo rm  we see a highly 
poetical  tendency an d  bold an d  striking imagery. 
But th roughou t  emotion ra the r  th a n  logic is 
dom inant.  H a z a rd  Fow ler  sums u p  the case 
thus,  “ In Hosea one finds the  broken  language of 
intense feeling ra ther  than  th a t  of logic. His 
pictures are no t  so fully elaborated as those of 
Amos, nor is his material a rranged in so orderly 
a manner.  In  d e p th  of sym pa thy ,  however, 
and in delicacy of touch, he far  surpasses his 
predecessor. H is  figures, d ra w n  especially from 
forest, m ounta in  an d  field, are a t  t imes supremely 
beautiful, as w'hen he likens I srae l’s evanescent 
a t tem pts  at  goodness to the  morning cloud or 
the dew that  goeth early away. Again, they  are 
of terse power unexcelled— ‘T hey  sow the  wind, 
and they shall reap the  whir lw ind’ ! I n  both  
Amos and  Hosea, love of n a tu re ’s changing w on­
ders brea thes with  the freshness of the  m orn ing .”

P r a c t ic a l  L e s s o n  

In  viewing the life of Hosea we learn as in 
tiie case of the  p rophe t  Amos th a t  the call of 
the p rophe t  m ay  not a lways be to circumstances 
of pleasure. The ministry  of Hosea fell upon 
days of trouble  and sorrow. H e  saw the n o r th ­
ern k ingdom  sink lower  an d  lower until the 
captor  was upon  it. Again we see th a t  the  b i t te r  
anguish of our  own hear t  is sometimes working 
ou t  in our lives sy m p a th y  an d  understanding 
th a t  can be ob ta ined in no o ther  way.

(8 )
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HINTS TO FISHERMEN
B y C. E. C o r n e l l

A  S ig n ifica n t B ib le V erse

I t  is better to trust in the L ord  than to put  
confidence in man  (Psa.  118:8).

T his  is said to be the middle verse of the 
Bible. There  are 31,174 verses in all an d  this is 
the 1S ,58 7 th .

W h y  is it be t te r  to trus t  in the Lord?
1. God is able to deliver.
2. God will  deliver.

G o d ’s deliverance very often miraculous.
He delivers in temporalit ies.
H e delivers in sickness.
He delivers f rom all sin.

T rus t ing  in the L ord  gives assurance to the 
soul.

S im on

There are five Simons mentioned in the Bible.
1. Simon, surnam ed Zelotes, one of the twelve 

apostles.
2. S imon the leper, so-called because he was 

formerly afflicted with  leprosy.
3. Simon the Cyrenian, who was compelled to 

aid in bearing the cross of Jesus.
4. Simon the tanner, with whom St. Peter  

lodged a t  Joppa .
5. Simon Magus, the sorcerer.

His sys tem lay largely in the mysterious re­
gions of ventr iloquism, somnambulism, legerde­
main. mesmerism, animal electricity, an d  d ia­
bolism.

C ain

T e x t : A n d  the L ord  said unto Cain, W h y  art 
thou  w r o th ? etc. (Gen. 4 :6 -7) .

T h ree  key words,  rejection,  dejection, subjec­
tion.

I. Rejection.  C haracter  the determining fac­
to r  in acceptance or  rejection of our offerings. 
“ T he  acceptance of the offerer precedes the 
acceptance of the offering” (M . D ods ) .  “ By 
fai th  Abel offered u n to  God a more excellent 
sacrifice th a n  Cain, by which he obtained w it­
ness th a t  he w as righteous.”

Rejection was the cause of—
II.  Dejection. T he  light of God falls upon 

the uplifted face, but  the darkness of the feat­

ures of the m an  of fallen countenance indicates 
the d a rk  unrest of his heart. God has no t  left 
the man who has displeased him. Though  he 
can nol accept- the sacrifice, he loves the sinner 
and  desires to save him. The questions of God 
are intended to arouse Cain to a sense of his 
danger. A real peril confronts  him, but  he is 
shown the al ternative - h e  must ei ther  subdue or 
be subdued.

I I I .  Subjection.  " I f  thou  doest not well, sin 
croucheth a t  the door: and unto  thee shall be 
his desire, and thou shalt rule over  h im .” Sin is 
a wild beast crouching just outside the door of 
a m a n ’s life ready to spr ing in and  destroy him 
as soon as the latch is lifted. I t  is no less true 
tha t  outside the door of every life there stands 
One who is not crouching ready to spring and 
destroy,  but  who knocks and  pleads, seeking 
admission, One mighty  to save. “ Behold, I s tand  
at the door and knock.”

Sin must  be mastered or it will be master. 
And the only way to get the mastery over sin 
is to let Christ come in and allow H im  to ' keep 
the citadel.

S o m e P resen t D ay G ifts

For God gave us not a spirit of jearfulness:  
but of power and love and discipline (2 T im othy

1:7 R. V.).

The fourfold inven tory  of this verse flashes 
before us some gifts for the spiritual life today.

I. C o u r a g e ; "not of tearfulness” ; n o t  brute  
force merely, bu t  moral  courage such as 
Daniel possessed, or  the voter  who de­
clines to compromise w'ith the “ wets ,” or 
the young man who says “n o ” to the 
tempter  companion. There is an element 
of the same courage in the public p rofes­
sion of Christianity, which the Savior  ex­
acts of all followers.

I I .  P o w e r , which sustains the courage. Peter 
lacked it in the courtroom, bu t  it came 
to him a t  the Pentecost . I t  was based 
upon conviction. Patr ick  H e n ry ’s power 
could not have been exerted w ithou t strong 
conviction.
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I I I .  L o v e , s u p p le m e n t in g  p o w e r  a n d  s u rp a s s in g

in results an y  other  form. A lte r  “Afri­
caner,” the H o t ten to t  outlaw, was con­
verted through Robert  M offa t’s mission, 
an  observer exclaimed, “ Oh, God! W h a t  
a miracle of T hy  p o w e r !”

IV. S e r io u s n e s s , or as the  marginal reading
has it, “ sobering,” which may be construed 
as  nobility of life and  dignity  of service.

A  S an ctified  C hu rch

T e x t : E p h e s i a n s  5 :2 5 -2 7 .

I .  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  S u b j e c t

1. Twenty-five times as much said in the 
Bible about  sanctification, holiness and 
perfection as about  conversion or re­
generation. Regeneration has its place in 
the Word.

2. Jesus— His twofold w'ork: (a)  T o  save a 
world— J o h n  3 :16;  (b) To sanctify the 
church,  see text.

3. T he  early Methodis ts  said, “ It is the 
grand depositum  which God has lodged 
with the people called M ethodis ts ;  and 
to propagate this chiefly,  God has raised 
us up. The General Conference of 1824 
said, “ If  we give up this doctrine we are 
a fallen people.” Wesley urged his 
preachers to  preach Christian perfection 
definitely, explicitly  and constantly.

I I .  T w o  T h in g s  A l l  C h u r c h e s  B e l ie v e

1. There is no route  to heaven except 
th rough  sanctification. “W ithou t  holi­
ness,” etc. (Heb. 12:14).

2. T h a t  persons are no t  sanctified wholly at 
conversion. A subsequent work  neces­
sary. Conversion alone does not make 
one holy enough for heaven. All  
churches agree.

I I I .  W h a t  Is S a n c t if ic a t i o n ? (Negatively—
or w hat  it is no t) .
1. N ot  freedom from the possibility of 

committing sin. There is a difference 
between not able to sin, and able not  to 
sin.

2. N o t  freedom from tem ptation .  The holy 
are  frequently  tempted. Jesus was holy, 
He was tempted. So were A dam  and 
Eve.

3. N ot  perfection of any  kind except per­
fect love.

IV. W h a t  I s S a n c t i f ic a t i o n ? (Positively or
w ha t  it is).

1. Separation  f rom A l l  sin, self and  the 
world.

2. Purification wrought in the soul by the 
Holy Ghost.

3 . A peculiar union with God.

4. T he  power  of Pentecost.

V. W h a t  B e c o m e s  o f  J u s t if ie d  B e l ie v e r s

W h o  A r e  N o t  S a n c t i f i e d ?

1. Justified believers are safe for  heaven 
providing they have walked in all the light 
shed on their  Christ ian p a thw ay .  They  
have not rejected the light of sanct ifica­
tion.

2. A justified believer is a candidate  to  be 
sanctified wholly.  None o thers  need 
apply.  Rejecting sanctification will in 
the m ajor i ty  of cases forfeit  justification. 
“ I f  any m an  will to do  his will, he shall 
know  of the doctrine, whether  it be of 
God, or  w he ther  1 speak of myself” ( Jno .  
7 :17).

A  C o m p le te  S a lv a tio n

T e x t , Isa. 3 2 :1 7 .

1. “ T h e  W o r k  o f  R i g h t e o u s n e s s ”  o r  R ig h t n e s s  

Shall be For  you.
In you.
By you.

2. “ T h e  E f f e c t  o f  R i g h t e o u s n e s s ”

“ Quietness.”
“Assurance.”
“ Forever.”

3. T h e  L i f e  H id  W it h  C h r is t  I x  G od 

The work.
The effect.
T he  result.

Illustration'.  Do. Daniel  Steele once said, “ He 
who resigns the world  has no tem pta t ion  
to hatred ,  envy, malice, anger or jealousy, 
bu t  is in cons tan t  possession of a serene 
mind."

A quiet  hear t  in the midst  of storm.
An undistu rbed  calmness.

‘ An unruffled interior  when others are bois­
terous.
Such are those who enjoy “ Complete Salva­
t ion .”
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HOMILETICAL
A N A L Y S IS  O F  R O M A N S

B y  B a s il  W. M il l e r

T it l e : “ T he  need and  Processes of completed 
R e dem ption”

P A R T  O N E  (C hap te rs  1*8)

I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  S a l u t a t i o n  (1:1-17)
1. A u tho r  of the epistle— Paul:

(1) Servan t of Christ.
(2) Called to be an apostle.
(3 )  H e  was set apart  for the gospel.

2. C ontent  of the epistle is the gospel con­
cerning C h r is t :
(1) He had  been promised by  the 

prophets.
(2) H e  was born  according to the flesh 

f rom  the seed of David.
(3) H e  had  been declared to be the Son 

of God with  divine au tho r i ty  or 
power.

(4) He was also declared thus  by the 
Spiri t of holiness.

(5) His resurrect ion affirmed His divine 
sonship.

(6) H e  is the source of P a u l ’s apostleship.
(7) He is also the a u th o r  of the call of 

the R om ans to grace, and  to the 
ownership of Christ.

3 . Pau l  salutes the readers of the epistle, who 
are the saints a t  Rome.
(1) T he  readers are beloved of God.
( 2 ) T hey have been called to sa inthood.
( 3 )  They are the beloved of God.
(4) Greetings of grace and  peace from 

God and  Christ are given them.
(5) Paul remembers their  renowned 

faith, proclaimed th roughout  the 
world.

(6) T hey  are the objects of P a u l ’s p r a y ­
ers.

! 7) He desires to  visit them t h a t :
a. H e  m ay  im par t  some spiritual gift 

to them.
b. They  m ay  thus  be established in 

in grace.
c. Each m ay  be a divine comfort  to 

the other.
(8) H ither to  he had  been hindered in 

visiting them.
4. Paul declares his indebtedness to  the

( ID

Greeks and the Barbarians— to all h u ­
manity  :
(1) He wishes to give to all the gospel 

in the measure  th a t  he has received 
it:
a. T o  the Je w s  this m ay  be a s tu m ­

bling block.
b. To the Greeks it may be fool­

ishness.
c. T o  the wise this m ay  be a m atter  

of scoffing.
5. The theme of the epistle is the gospel of 

God:
(1) I t  is the power, or demonstrat ion ,  of

God.
(2) I t  is sufficient for the salvat ion of

all who will believe.
(3) Both the Je w  and  the Greek are in­

cluded in the bounds of its sover­
eignty.

(4) I t  is the true revelation of the 
righteousness of God:
a. This  righteousness is progressive, 

from faith to faith.
6. The gospel affirms the principle by which 

the r ighteous shall live:
■ (1) This is w rit ten  therein.

(2) Fa i th  alone is the law by which 
righteousness shall be maintained.

II .  T i i e  U n iv e r s a l  N e ed  o f  t h e  G o s p e l , or 
R e d e m p t io n  (1:18— 3:20)

1. The Gentiles are in need of redemption, 
or  the gospel:
(1) They are w ithou t  excuse for God has 

revealed Himself unto  them.
a. The gospel is a revelation of w ra th  

against all sin.
b. The material universe is also a 

revelat ion of God agains t u n ­
righteousness.

c. This revelation of the universe has 
been received by the  Gentiles.

d. Hence w ithou t the gospel the un i­
verse, a revelat ion of G o d ’s w ra th  
against sin, condemns the Gentiles 
as guilty before God.

(2) T he  unrighteousness of the Gentiles 
condemns them  as standing in need 
of redemption:
a. They  did not  glorify God.
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b. They  failed to give thanks  to 
God for His beneficence.

c. Their  imaginations were vile.
d Their  heart-l ife,  or  the entire 

fabric of their  mental  life, was 
darkened by sin.

e. They were foolish, rather  than  
wise, as they professed.

f. They substi tu ted  idolatry for the 
true worship of God.

(3) The results of this Gentile unr igh t­
eousness were:
a. God perm itted  them  to live in u n ­

cleanness.
b. They depar ted  from true worship.
c. T h rough  lust  their affections be­

came vile.
d. Their  minds were reprobate .
e. They  were filled with all u n r ig h t ­

eousness.
f. They were degenerate in u nde r ­

standing and in affections:
(a)  This  degeneracy touched the 

mind  and
(b) T he  emotions as well.

(4) In  face of their  knowledge th a t  those
who do such things are w or thy  of 
■death, they  continued to live thus.

( 5 ) Hence, though  w ithout the gospel, the 
Gentiles are w ithout excuse and u n ­
der  the w ra th  of God.

2. T he  Jew s are likewise in need of the 
gospel, or of redemption (C hap te r  2) :
(1) T hey  are inexcusable in the sight of 

G o d :
a. They do as the Gentiles.
b. They kn o w  th a t  G o d ’s judgments 

are  against such.
c. They  know  that  practicing such, 

they cannot escape G o d ’s ju d g ­
ments.

(2) They  despise the riches of God, 
which are:
a. Goodness.
b. Longsuffering.
c. Such a s  lead to repentance.

(3) They treasure up  w ra th  for the 
d a y :
a. W hen  G o d ’s w ra th  shall be re ­

vealed.
b. W hen the judgm ents of God shall 

be manifested.
(4) They break  the principles of divine 

judgments, which are:
a. Given by God according to one’s 

deeds:
(a) Im m or ta l i ty  to the well-doer.
(b) W ra th  to  the evil-doer.

( 12)

b. To all irrespective of o n e ’s sta tus 
(or person),

c. Those sinning w i th o u t  the law, 
are so judged.

d. Those who sin with a knowledge 
of the law, are  judged by  the law.

e. There is a set lime of judgm ent  to  
come.

(5) The Jews, know ing  the law, are con­
demned as guilty of sin.
a. They  know the law, an d  they 

com m it  the same deeds as those 
withou t the law.

b. They  boas t  in the law, yet  they 
break it.

c. Professing to  serve the t rue  God, 
vet as the Genti les they blaspheme 
Him.

((>) Their  circumcision is profi table to 
them  when the law is k ep t ;  but  u n ­
profitable when it is broken.
a. Uncircumcision, when keeping the 

law, is counted  as or  for c ircum ­
cision, for all alike.

b. Uncircumcised who keep the law 
by n a tu re  are  be t te r  than  the Je w  
who does no t  keep the law.

c. A true Je w  is one who in the spirit 
keeps the law of God.
(a) T his  is a circumcision not  

of the flesh.
(b) But it is a circumcision of 

the heart .
( c ) I t  is no t  of the let ter,  b u t  

of the spirit.
(d) I t  is one which seeks the  

praise of God, and  no t  of 
man.

3. Tiie advan tages  of the Je w s  are m any  
in spite of their unrighteousness and need 
of the gospel ( 3 :1 - S ) :
(1) T hey  received the oracles of God.
(2) T h ey  received divine favors.
(3) Though  some were faithless:

a. The  providence of God's fa i th fu l­
ness remained.

b. G o d ’s r ighteousness remains true.
(4) Unrighteousness does not  com m end 

the r ighteousness of God.
(5) But as implied  the unrighteousness of 

the Jew s made possible the fuller 
revelat ion of God to the Gentiles.

4. The final verdict is th a t  the entire world 
is guilty of sin and  needs redemption 
(3 :0 -20) :
(1) All are under  sin :

a. None is righteous.
b. None seeks a f te r  God, nor  u nde r­

stands Him.
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d. Their speaking is evil, as pic­
tu red  (poetically) by their  th roa t ,  
tongues and  lips, and  m outh

e. Their  actions are evil, indicated 
by the ir  feet, and  their ways full 
of misery.

f. The way of peace is a stranger 
to  them.

g. Thev  do not  know  the fear of 
Cod.

(2) By doing the deeds of the law, they 
are not justified:
a. I t  speaks to those under  it.
b. It silences every mouth .
c. I t  brings all the  world under  the 

judgm ent of God.
(3) The revelat ion of the law only 

brought a knowledge of sin. and  did 
not justify any.

5". T h e  implied conclusion therefore is tha t  
>incc the law does no t  justify, and since 
bo th  Jew  an d  Gentile alike are under 
sin, all the world, bo th  Je w  and  Greek, 
wise an d  unwise, need this gospel of r e ­
demption.

III .  J u s t if ic a t i o n  b y  E a i t i i  ix  C h r is t  t h e  
o x l y  Six  R e m e d y  (3 :21-31).
1. Jus t ifica tion by faith in Christ is:

(1) Separate  from the law:
a. Though  it is witnessed by the law 

and  prophets.
b. F o r  the law' cannot provide this 

righteousness.
(2) Only by faith is this righteousness 

made possible.
(3) I t  is for all who will believe.
(4) It is the remedy for all sinners.
(5) I t  is the free gift th rough  the grace 

of God.
(6) I t  is the redem ption  in Christ Jesus.
(7) I t  is m ade efficacious th rough  the 

prop i t ia t ion  of Chris t ’s blood:
a. God passed over or om itted  the 

sins done in former times.
b. T h a t  H e  might reveal or  m an i­

fest H is  righteousness a t  the 
time of Christ.

c. I n  order  th a t  H e  might justify all 
who believe in Him.

(8) Boasting through the law or through 
w orks  is then  excluded.

(0) The excellence of the law of faith is 
superior to th a t  of works or of the 
law.

(10) Jus t ifica tion then  comes th rough  faith 
as separa te  f rom the  law or from 
works.

2. Hence justification by  faith is the un i­
versal remedy for sin:

(1) God is God also of the Jew s and of 
the Gentiles.

( 2 ) It establishes the law.

IV. S c r ip t u r a l  P r o o f  o f  J u s t if ic a t io n  b y  
F a i t h  (C hap te r  4)

1. A braham  is an il lustrat ion of justification 
by faith.

(1) If  he were justified by works,  he 
would be unable to glory in God.

(2) The Scriptures testify th a t  he be­
lieved in God.

(3) His righteousness was reckoned to 
him not according to  his works, but 
according to his faith.

2 . David  testified to this t ru th  tha t  r ight­
eousness is of faith and  not  of works:
(1) They  are blessed whose ‘iniquities

are forgiven,
(?) And whose sins arc freely covered.
(3) T ha t  m an  is blessed to whom God 

does not account sin.
3. Justification is separa te  from the ordi­

nances of the law ;  such as circumcision:
(1) A braham  was justified before he was 

circumcised.
(2) He was justified th a t  he might be 

the fa ther  of all who believe, and  not 
merely of those who are circumcised.

(3) He is the father of those who walk 
in the faith he did previous to his 
circumcision.

4. Justification is also separa te  from the 
law:
(1) The promise came not through the 

law:
a. This  would negate or  make void 

the work  of faith.
b. The law alone works w rath ,  and 

reveals sin.
( 2 ) I t  is by grace:

a. Hence is the free gift of God.
b. It  is also thus  for all people, those 

under  the law, and those under 
faith.

(3) A braham  is the father of all.
5. A braham  exercised fai th:

(1) He was not  weak in faith.
(2) He did not stagger a t  the promise.
(3) H e believed, or had faith, th a t  God 

could perform all tha t  He promised.
(4) T h u s  th rough  faith it was im par ted  

to  him for righteousness.
o. Therefore justification is by faith in 

Christ.
(1) I t  is by faith in Christ.
(2) It  is narrowed down to include faith 

in the death  and resurrection of 
Christ.

(To  be continued)
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IL L U ST R A T IV E  M A T E R IA L

Compiled by  J .  G l e n x  G o u id  

T h e L iv in g  C hrist
A converted T urk  was arrested for reading the 

Bible and Christian books. As sentence was 
a bou t  to be passed upon him, he asked permis­
sion to  ask a question. The request being 
granted, he said, "I  am  traveling; I come to a 
par t  where the road  branches off in two ways; 
I look a round  for some direction and discover 
tw o  men; one is dead, the other  is alive. Which 
of the two am I to ask for advice, the dead or 
the l iv ing?” “The living of course,” was the 
answer. “Well,” he added, “ why require me to 
go to M ahom et,  who is dead, instead of to  Christ,  
who is a l ive?” So telling was the point made 
tha t  he was allowed to go.— Selected.

B ehold  th e  Lam b
C. H. Spurgeon related the following incident:  

A young telegraph operator  was anxious about  
his soul. After  a sleepless night he went to his 
duties; while restless and  absorbed in the thought 
of being a sinner he heard the click of his ins t ru ­
ment,  and with great astonishment a n d  emotion
spelled out this message: “ F rom  H ------ , Wind-
mere, to J ------  B------ , W arkw or th .  Behold the
Lam b of God, which taketh  aw ay  the sin of the 
world, in whom  we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins." The 
message was sent in answer to a letter f rom a 
young man who was seeking peace. The mes­
sage brought peace to the inquirer,  and also th:' 
operator.—Selected.

T w ic e  Born
Shortly  af ter  the sainted Summerfield arrived 

in America, he met a noted clergyman who asked 
him where he was born. “ In Dublin and  L iver­
pool.” “0  how can tha t  b e ? ” Summerfield 
paused a moment,  then said, “ Art thou a master 
of Israel and  knowest not these th ings?” A man 
walking in a cemetery found a tombstone with 
this inscription:  “ Here lies an old man seven 
years old.” His na tu ra l  b ir thday  may have been 
seventy or eighty years back, but  he reckoned 
irom  the day when God gave him a new heart.  
— Selected.

Jesus P aid  It A ll
A preacher  went into a coal mine at  the noon 

hour  to preach to the miners. Meeting the fore­
m an on his way out he asked him what he 
thought  of salvation.  “ 0  it is too cheap. I can ­
not believe in such a religion as th a t . ” W ithou t

replying directly  to this rem ark  the preacher  
said, “ H o w  do you get ou t  of this p lace?” “ By 
simply getting into the  cage,” w as the reply. 
“ And does it take long to get to the t o p ? ” “ O 
no, only a few seconds.” “Well, th a t  is very 
easy and  simple. But do you not  need to help 
raise yourse lf?” said the preacher.  “Of course 
no t ,” replied the miner. “As I have  said, you 
have noth ing to do but  get into the cage.” “ But 
wha t  about  the people who sank the shaft, and 
perfected all this a r rangem en t?  W as  there much 
labor and expense connected with i t ? ” “Yes, in ­
deed ; th a t  was laborious and  expensive work. 
The shaft  is a thousa nd  feet deep, and  it was 
sunk  at great cost to the c om pany ;  bu t  it is 
our  way out  and  w ithou t  it we could never make 
our way to the surface.” “Ju s t  so,” said the 
preacher, “ and  when G o d ’s W o rd  tells you th a t  
whosoever  believeth on the Son of God ha th  
everlasting life, you say, ‘Too  cheap ,’ forgetting 
tha t  G o d ’s w ork  to bring you and  others out 
of the pit  of des truction was accomplished a t  
great cost.”— Selected.

M iracles as E v id en ce

The miracles have ever remained the unassail­
able witnesses to the deity which He claimed for 
Himself. For  this reason it has been in the 
past and will continue in the  fu ture to be the 
effort of ail who are opposed to  His being ac­
cepted as the Christ , the Son of the living God, 
to discredit  and  break down the au th o r i ty  of the 
miracles.

Blot out  all the miracles, and  with th em  all 
the precious record of the humility  and  love and  
compassion of Christ , and  the most im portan t  
lessons as to faith an d  His power  as He w alked 
on earth  would be obliterated. We would then 
have only His w ords without His works, b u t  no 
revelat ion of the new, tender  and  close re la t ion­
ship between God and man, as was shown by His 
thus  bearing our  infirmities and  taking ou r  sick­
nesses upon Him.

The miracles of Christ in the Bible are called 
“signs” because, like finger-posts, they  poin t  to 
some greater  fact beyond them, namely, th a t  the 
Son of God is indeed come down to dwell among 
men ( Im m anuel ,  God with us) .  They  arc 
called “powers,” because the power  of God is 
manifested in saving m an  from bearing the con­
sequences of sin, from demon-possession,  from 
d ea th ;  also, because the power  of the Creator  
was present to do with  His creatures— the water  
made wine, the sea calmed, the walking on the
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sea, the  fish supplying the piece of m oney— as 
H e would. They  are “ prodigies,” because all 
the people said, "We never saw it on this wise 
before .” So strong in character  are the miracles 
th.it they  are the very bu lw ark  of His doctrine 
and  so wonderful is His doctr ine th a t  then as 
now it upholds the miracles.— D r . H o w a r d  A. 
K e l l y .

A  F ull P ard on

You rem em ber  how, a few years ago, when 
A!o!ph Beck was in prison because he w as con­
founded with ano ther  m an — you remember how, 
when his innocence was confirmed, the govern­
ment tr ied to  make some amends for the dis­
grace an d  shame tha t  had  come to h im  and  his 
family. M r .  Beck received f rom His M ajes ty  a 
free pardon ,  the  effect of which is much greater 
th a n  can be conveyed by the word “ p a rd o n ” in 
the o rd inary  sense. This  comes from the Secre­
ta ry  of the In terior ,  a.- we should call him — 
your  H o m e  Secre tary ;  and w ha t  does he say? 
H e a r  his words: “A free pardon  issued by the 
king, not  only forgives crimes, bu t  wipes out the 
whole conviction, and  oblitera tes every stain 
which the law had a t tached  to the alleged o f ­
fense.” T h a t  is w ha t  God says to you now, as 
He offers you  a free p a rd o n —-not only forgive­
ness, bu t  something m ore ;  all th a t  appertains 
to the past wiped out,  every stain of guilt obl it­
erated.— D r . A. T. P ie r s o n .

F aith  in  C hrist

Charles Wesley groped for years in spiritual  
darkness. One morning he awoke wearied and 
sick at  heart.  As he lay on his bed he cried, “0  
Jesus, T h o u  hast said, ‘I will come unto y o u ’ ; 
T hou  has t  said, ‘I will send the C om forte r  unto 
y o u ’ ; T hou  a r t  G od  who canst not  lie.” A 
poor  w o m an  who w as  in the house heard  him 
groaning, and, stepping to his door, said, “ In  the 
name of Jesus of N azare th ,  arise and  believe, 
and  thou  shalt be healed of all thy  infirmities.” 
For  a m om en t  a great struggle took place, then 
he exclaimed, “ 1 believe! 1 believe!” Instantly  
peace an d  joy filled his soul and  on the ann i ­
versary of this, his spiritual  b ir thday  he wrote,  
“Oh, for a thousand  tongues to s ing!”— Selected.

S in ’s W a g es

One Sunday  evening Dr. Alexander W hyte  of 
Ed inburgh  took for the lesson the seventh chap ­
ter  of P roverbs ,  abou t  the tem pted  y ou th  and the 
“ strange w o m an .” H e  read as far  as the end

of verse o, “ He went the way to her  house,  in 
the twilight, in the evening, in the black and  
d a rk  n ight .” Then, without warning to the con­
gregation,  he overleaped the in tervening verses 
and resumed a t  verse 23. “Till a dar t  strike 
through his liver, as a bird hasteth  to the snare, 
and  know eth  not th a t  it is for his life.” Sud­
denly his hand  was raised in a passionate gesture 
of appeal,  and  his voice rang out in a cry that  
penetra ted  to every corner  of the church: 
“ S tand  up, some young man, and  say A m en!”

The thrili that went through that  congregation 
could almost be h e a rd .— Record of Christian 
W ork .

D iv in e  M ath em atics

David  Brainerd,  missionary to the American 
Indians,  died when about  th ir ty  years of age. 
He left a journal in which was chronicled the 
story of a wonderful life of prayer  and devotion. 
William Carey read it and  it tired his soul with 
a passion for souls which sent him to India 
where he gained a working knowledge of th ir ty -  
six langauges and  labored forty years w ithout a 
furlough. H enry  M a r ty n  read it an d  he too, 
could not rest until his feet pressed the soil of 
India. R obert  M cCheyne read it and  became a 
leader in the work  of evangelizing the Jews, until 
today more than  fifty societies are engaged in 
tha t  work. A commercial  traveler in the state 
of New' York  made a business of pray ing  for 
the business men to whom he sold goods. He 
was instrumental  in the conversion of one man, 
who, in turn ,  led M r. C. K. Ober to Christ. 
Ober was the man who found Jo h n  R. M o t t  in 
Cornell University and influenced him in dedi­
cating his life to the service of Jesus Christ. 
Today  Jo h n  R. M o t t  can say as Jo h n  Wesley 
said, “ The world is my parish .” W hen the 
church brings what she now has to Christ to be 
blessed and broken and divided,  she will learn 
the t ru th  of the saying, “There is th a t  scattereth, 
and yet increase th.”— Selected.

S a fe ty  in C hrist

I read the story of some Russians crossing 
wide plains s tudded over  here and there with 
forests. The  wolves were out,  the horses were 
rushing forward  mildly, the travelers could hear 
the baying; and, though the  horses tore along 
with all speed, yet  the wolves were close behind,  
and  they escaped as we say, only by the skin of 
their teeth, just  managing to get inside some hut



16 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E

tha t  s to o j  in the road, and  to shut the door. 
Then they could hear their  gnawing at the door, 
and  howling, and  making all sorts of dismal 
noises; but the travelers  were saved, because they 
had  entered in by the door,  and  the door  was 
shut.  Now, when a m an  is in Christ,  he can 
hear, as it were, the  devils howling like wolves, 
all fierce an d  hungry  for him, and  seeking to 
drag  him dow n to destruction. But if he has got 
to  Christ,  tha t  is such a shelter tha t  all the devils 
in the world, if they were to come a t  once, could

not s ta r t  a single beam  of th a t  eternal  refuge: 
it must  s tand though  the ear th  and  the heavens 
should pass away.— C. H. S p u r g e o n .

W H IC H  A R E  W E  D O IN G
If Jesus  called His disciples to be fishers of 

men, who gave us the right to be satisfied w ith  
making fishing tackle, or pointing  the  w ay  to the 
fishing banks, instead of going ourselves lo cast 
out Ihe net until  it be filled?—  J .  W i l b u r  C h a t -  

m a x .

PRACTICAL
P A R T  IV . M IN IST E R IA L  C O N FIC T S

B y  R e v . J a m e s  C a u g iie y  

Compiled by  H. O r t o n  W i l e y

I .  I n s t r u c t io n  G a in e d  i n  R e v iv a l s

IN O N E  revival  of religion a m an  will learn 
better  how to preach the t ru th s  of Chris t ian­
i ty in such a m anner  as will aw aken  and 

'conve rt  men than  he could in m any  years close 
s tudy in connection with his o rdinary  ministry. 
H ard -he a r ted  and  impenitent  sinners are to be 
broken down into repentance. This may require 
heavier metal th an  he has in his collection of 
sermons. V i c t o r y  or D e f e a t  are two t rem end­
ous words to a minister  thus circumstanced; they 
have cast me down upon the floor, in agony and 
tears, crying, “W ho is sufficient for these th ings?” 
He is now th ro w n  upon his own resources, 
though trusting firmly upon the power of the 
mighty God of Jacob.  His mind is now  tasked 
to the u tm ost ,  and  his genius too.  “ Necessity is 
the m other  of invention.” N ew  ideas are cre­
ated in his m in d ;  new methods of i l lustrat ing 
and applying tru th ,  suitable to the exigencies of 
the case, spr ing up  before his imagination. He 
cries to God for the holy unction w i thou t  which 
all his efforts will he weak as helpless infancy, 
an d  all the thunde r  of his a rgum ents bu t  as the 
chirping of a grasshopper. He knows i t ; and,  
with a certain minister,  he says, “0  L ord  God of 
hosts! ou t  of my study and  into th a t  pulpit  I 
will not  go, unless thou engage to go with me.” 
“ Enough, L o r d ! ” H e enters the pu lp i t ;  his soul 
is aflame, “ and  longs its glorious m a t te r  to de­

clare." And w hat  shall I say? His w ords  go 
blazing f rom his lips and  fall like heaven’s own 
fire upon the hearts and  consciences of m u lt i ­
tudes. L o ! the power  of God descends in d read ­
ful g randeur  upon the whole assembly; sinners 
are  struck with  remorse;  new in roads  are  made 
in their  ranks,  an d  m any  are conver ted  to  God. 
The servant of God, too, has obtained a  new 
sermon which, by the assistance of the H oly  
Ghost, may produce similar  effects upon  o ther  
congregations.

There is now a revival;  and  multitudes, if 
they  are followed up w ith  such a sha rp  and 
piercing ministry, will never rest until  they find 
peace through faith  in the  b lood of the Lam b. 
The services arc continued several  weeks or 
month?,  now  th a t  it is clearly evident to  all b e ­
holders tha t  the g rand design of a preached 
gospel is being accomplished. Gospel t r u th  is 
now  producing its dist inct  an d  posit ive effects—  
effects which should gladden every Chris t ian’s 
soul, an d  which cause tha t  minister’s hear t  to 
dance for joy.

This is the k ind  of preaching the world needs 
today. Sinners are to be awakened, penitents 
b rought  to God, and new' converts  buil t  up in 
their most holy faith. “And who is sufficient 
for these th in g s?” H e  who desires to save souls 
from death must  unders tand  how  to a d o p t  and  
wield the t r u th  so as to produce  an immediate  
effect. I t  is no t  enough th a t  it is prac tica l ;  it 
m ust  be effectual. I t  will no t  do to  lay dow n 
the t ru th ,  and leave it there, ei ther  to succeed 
or fail. N o !  A fter  t r u th  in all its bearings,
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t r u th  in every aspect  an d  in all its luster, has 
been radiat ing  over th a t  mass of mind, the fai th­
ful minister  must  come dow n from the pulpit , 
invite those who are seeking pardon  and  holiness 
to come forward ,  in order  to be p rayed  with  and 
instructed. Now' th a t  the local preachers and 
leaders h ave  plenty of w ork  to do with those 
who have bow ed  for prayer,  let him go f rom 
pew to pew, persuading o thers  to go an d  do 
likewise. “ B u t ,” you are ready to  say, “he will 
shorten his days by such trem endous  efforts.” Be 
it so. God will raise up others. B e tter  accom­
plish a great w ork  in a sho r t  time, than  live 
m an y  years and  do little, perhaps,  for his gen- 
c-ration.

No m an  can es timate how  much he m ay  do 
for God, w ithou t  in ju ry  to himself, if he is 
p ruden t  a n d  fully baptized with the H oly  Ghost. 
Let him exercise the habit  of self-control,  avoid 
screaming and  unnecessary wasting of his strength 
in loud singing; let h im  wield the  ta lent of the 
church, by bringing fo rw ard  in the p rayermeet-  
ir.gs able and  vigorous leaders and local p reach­
ers. These men of God m ay  be qualified, both 
by gifts and  grace, to p ray  quite as well as he 
can h im se lf ; they  have good voices, physical  and 
intel lectual strength, and a good understanding 
in the things of God. But  they w ant  one to 
lead them  forth  to w ar  an d  victory. Let him 
do this, bu t  avoid  a t tem pting  to  do everything 
h im se lf ; let others share with him the glorious 
toil, and  bis health m ay  be as good at  the  close 
of such a campaign as a t  the beginning.

I I .  E f f e c t iv e  R e v iv a l  P r e a c h in g

In  a revival , a preacher studies m in d —m ind 
a t  rest, and  mind in m o t i o n ; hum an  n a tu re  u n ­
awakened, and  aw ake ned ;  in its sin-sickness, 
and in the en joym ent  of a perfect gospel cure. 
H e is now a curate  in d e e d ; an d  he learns w ha t  
t ru th s  are most suitable to m ind  in all these 
cases; th e  proper  t r u th  has been administered 
and, like a great philosopher exper imenting upon 
nature ,  he beholds the effects w i th  joy, an d  by 
the results, in the experience of fifty or one 
hundred  cases, he calculates with great cer­
t a in ty  the effects upon  thousands  more who are 
yet to  be brought  under  its searching and  sav­
ing power. This  increases his fa ith  and  confi­
dence in the t r u th s  of the gospel. T he  revival 
affords h im  the same privilege as is enjoyed by 
a physician. H e  s tands by his patient , adm inis­
ters to his sin-sick soul the medicine of the gos­
pel, and  has an  equal  o p por tun ity  of observing

its effects. Again and again he enters the pulpi t  
with fresh views of the  s ta te  of his patients. He 
will illustrate,  compound, enforce or soften the 
tru th ,  as the- different states of the people re­
quire, a n d  with a tenderness of heart, manner, 
an d  power, surprising even to himself. H e  is 
no longer a mere speculating, theorizing preacher . 
N ew  gifts have descended upon him from above; 
which he may never entirely lose— nay, may 
increase continually,  so long as he appropriates  at  
least a par t  of each year for such extraordinary 
efforts. In  the meantime, his power and influ­
ence with tlie people of God and, indeed, with 
the entire congregation, advance daily.  His 
prayers,  sermons, and  general character  are in ­
vested, in their  estimation, with such a moral  
grandeur  and power  as will be almost irresistible, 
and  by which he m ay  speak the most unpalatable  
tru th .  Thus, by means of the honor  pu t  upon 
h im  by the L ord  of hosts, if his eye be single, 
with  the help of the H oly  Spirit  he m ay  bear 
dow n all opposition, and  carry everyth ing  be­
fore him in the conversion of sinners.

During  the progress of a revival, if he is a 
careful observer of hum an nature, lie m ay  accu­
mulate a mass of revival m ate r ia ls—th a t  class 
of t ru th  which is i l lustrated by facts, an d  which 
will be most  suitable and  effectual in bringing 
about a revival, or  promoting  one where it has 
already commenced; an d  by which, if he co n ­
tinue to walk closely with God, he m ay  arrive 
at  such a point in his pulpit p repara t ion  that ,  
aided by  an influence from heaven, sinners m ay  
not be able to s tand  before  him all the days of 
his life. T h u s  lie m ay  become the instrum ent 
of the conversion of thousands and tens of 
thousands  of im m orta l  souls, who shall be the 
crown of his rejoicing in the day  of ou r  L ord  
Jesus Christ.

E very  minister  of Jesus should aim a t  such 
results. H o w  can he rest satisfied without the 
conversion of sinners, w hen the means are within 
his grasp by which such a glorious event may 
be effected? W ho wants  to  “ fight windmills,” or 
“ fight as one beating the a i r” ? Any preacher 
of the gospel, who has been called of God to 
the work  (anil if he have no t  been so called, 
be t te r  th a t  he were earning an honest livelihood 
by breaking stones by  the  ’highway side), may 
be successful, if he will, in thus  winning souls 
to Jesus Christ.

I t  is a sad event in the history of any church 
when the pas to r  says, “ I have no talent for this
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kind of w ork .” And pray, w ha t  has God sent 
the poor man into the church to  do?  W ha t  o b ­
ject  had  he in view on entering the m inistry? 
But perhaps he has a secret desire to be such 
a successful instrum ent in bringing sinners to 
God. It  may be tha t  he is coveting earnestly 
the best gifts; such as the church of God needs 
in the tw entie th  century— an age of commercial 
and  scientific enterprise, of general and  un i­
versal speculation, and excitement to m oney­
making, such as the world has not  seen here­
tofore. The church wants  a ministry of strength 
and power— men having one desire and one aim 
— men capable of bringing the claims of e ter­
nity before the  consciences of their hearers,  and 
with  such a vividness as will neutral ize the all- 
absorbing interests of t ime; so as to “ stem the 
domineering influence of things seen,” as Ur. 
Chalmers expresses it, “and  to  invest  faith with 
a practical supremacy, to give its objects such 
a vivacity of influence as shall overpower the 
near and the hourly  impressions th a t  are ever 
em anating  upon man from a seducing world .” 

Show me a  minister  w'ho is panting  for the 
necessary qualification for tu rn ing  m any  sinners 
to righteousness, and I would say to him, fast 
and  p ray  and weep before the Lord, till tha t  
Spiri t  whose office it is to bestow spiritual gifts 
upon men, especially .to those who are coveting 
earnestly the best gifts, shall descend upon your 
soul in  a baptism of fire, filling the hea r t  with 
th a t  perfect  love w'hich casteth out  all fear, 
A yearning p ity  for lost sinners will then take 
possession of his heart, and  God will open him 
a door that  no man can shut.

I I I .  A S o u l - S a v in g  M in is t r y  t h e  H o ?e  

o f  t h e  C h u r c h  

I t  rejoices m y heart th a t  m any of the churches 
of Christendom are awakening, as out of a deep 
sleep, to the importance of securing to th e m ­
selves a soul-saving ministry. And, it would a p ­
pear, they  are beginning at  the right  point ; not 
w ith  a violent a t tem p t  to remodel those m in ­
isters whose habits, with regard to preaching, 
have been long formed, and  w'hose sermons have 
become so stereotyped in their  m em ory as to 
leave bu t  little room for any new ideas or plans 
for th e  salvat ion of sinners, but  in the proper 
training of their s tudent candidates for the 
ministry.  I was delighted the other  day  with 
the following, from a very able pen:

“ Circumstances are now beginning to call the 
a t tention  of the churches to their students .  It

is well. Fo r  how can any  church expect a race 
of godly ministers to arise out  of s tudents  whom 
she had  u tter ly  neglected, over  w h o m  she hadi 
never watched nor p ray ed ?  . . . The  d em and  
for laborers  has, on the one hand ,  called us to 
consider how these may be ob ta ined and, on 
the other, lee] us to inquire anew into the whole- 
subject of their previous tra in ing  for the m in­
istry of the gospel, and the feeding of the church 
of God, which he ha th  purchased with His own 
blood. The first question, no doubt ,  was, H ow 
shall we get ministers?  B ut  this, a f te r  all, is 
not  the main one. W ith  any  true church of 
Christ,  the main question is not,  H o w  are we 
to get m en  b u t  how are v.c to get living m e n 1 
H o w  are we to secure a race of living ministers, 
pastors af ter  G o d ’s own heart, who will w arn  
tlie wicked, and watch  over the blood-bought 
heritage ?

“I t  is not  the get ting of men th a t  is the ques­
tion now, no r  is it, ‘H o w  may we best secure 
that  they shall be learned, able, eloquent, pol­
ished, educated m e n ? ’ N o ;  these m ay  be very 
needful poin ts;  bu t  they  are of the second grade. 
T hey are no t  the essentials;  they  are not  indis­
pensable. They  ought not to  be overlooked by 
any church, b u t  care ought to  be taken that|  
they shall occupy only the second, an d  not  the 
first place, in the training of our youth .  They 
have too long been t rea ted  as p a ra m o u n t ;  . . . 
they have too long been held in undue es t ima­
t ion by the people of God. Hence the wisdom 
of m an 's  words has often made the cross of 
Christ of none effect. Hence the taste an d  pas­
sion for eloquence, pulpit  eloquence have vit i­
ated the simplicity of ou r  taste , des troyed the  
relish for ungarnished tru th ,  and  mightily  co n ­
tr ibuted  to h inder  the simple and n a tu ra l  p reach­
ing of the  everlasting gospel.

“ We do  rejoice th a t  the question regarding 
minister ial character  and  qualification has a t  
length found its way into a higher  region, and  
is to be t rea ted  on higher principles, and as em ­
bracing more spiritual elements than  it has 
h i ther to  done am ong  too m any  even of the 
reformed churches of Christendom. We rejoice 
th a t  our circumstances have a t  length brought 
us to this. I t  is high time th a t  it should be so. 
We h ave  long enough occupied worldly and 
secular ground  in this m at te r ,  and weighed m in­
isters in the balances of ear th ly  li tera ture, or 
science, or  eloquence.  W e have long enougr 
trea ted  our s tuden ts  as mere asp iran ts  to liter-
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arv fame, instead of being those to whom we 
were to commit the weightiest charge, an d  the 

| most solemn responsibili ty which can devolve 
upon either  man or  angel. W hen the question 
is put ,  ‘W ho is sufficient for these th ings? ’ it 
is hizh time to answer it as the L ord  himself 
teaches us, ‘M y  grace is sufficient.’ We have 
often,  in time past, said th a t  learning and  ta l ­
ent and  eloquence were enough to make a man 
sufficient. We are  glad th a t  this time is gone 
by, and that  a different s tandard  and different 
balances are coming into use— the s ta nda rd  of 
the apostles, the  balances of the sanctuary .  We 
are glad th a t  we have more fully been led to 
see th a t  nothing but  living men, men of God, 
men full of the Holy  Ghost and of faith, can be 
ministers in the church of Christ.  Our c ircum ­
stances, we say, have forced this point upon our 
notice, an d  compelled us more fully and solemnly 
to ponder  the question.  H ow  may we obta in  a 
supply of fa i thful  pas tors? P erhaps  to some it 
may seem unwise to take up this point too h as t ­
ily or  act upon it too str ict ly. I t  may seem 
th a t  our circumstances call on us to  widen the 
door, instead of contracting it, when there is 
such a dem and  for laborers, and  such an a b u n d ­
an t  harvest  whitening over the b readth  of the 
land. But it must  be obvious,  tha t  if we are 
to gain ground, or m aintain  our footing, merely 
by reason of the popular i ty  or  ta lent or e lo­
quence of our preachers,  the hold we shall have 
of the people will not  only be of a worldly and 
unspir i tual  kind, bu t  of the most precarious n a ­
ture.  No, eloquence and  learning will no t  avail 
us. They  cannot lay the foundation  deep enough.

T H E  C H U R C H S  PRO BLEM

B y  R o y  E. S w i m

I
- .  H A T  Christ ian fruitfulness is Chris t ’s ob ­

jective bo th  for the individual believer and 
for the church we all agree. “ Ye have 

not  chosen me, ,but I have  chosen you and  o r ­
dained you, that  ye should go and bring forth 
fruit  and  th a t  your  fruit  should remain .” But 
t h a t  most of us are falling far  short of th a t  de­
gree of fru itfulness which we would desire to 
see we will equally well agree. So great are the 
issues involved th a t  if we are failing in any 
degree, it is essential th a t  we search diligently 
for the cause of failure and the secret of success 
Jin winning men to Christ.  Three questions con­
fron t  us: first, H ow  can we be t te r  reach the 
unsaved—th e  frankly  non-C hris t ian?  second,

( 19)

H o w  may we prevent the necessity for our own 
people being frequently reclaimed? third, H ow  
can we persuade more of those who are saved 
at our altars to unite with  the church?

The Church of Jesus  Christ  is in its very n a ­
ture mil itant. Its success and  very existence de­
pend upon its continued advance into the t e r r i ­
tory  of the enemy. The very urge of the Spirit 
of Christ within is to reach those who have not 
been reached w ith  the glorious good news. 
Lost souls m ust  continually  be saved or the 
Church is lost. The church which is not seeing 
men come to spiritual life is already dead. Our 
supreme mission is to the frankly non-Christian 
multitude.

The first and  most  im portan t  equipment for 
soul winning is the Pentecostal blessing. We say 
tha t  a sanctified and  Spirit-filled church and m in­
istry will be fruitful.  Our contention is scrip­
tural . “ Every  branch in me th a t  beareth fruit  
he purgeth it, that  it may bring forth more 
fru it .” But in the face of this how little are we 
actually  accomplishing in the name of holiness! 
Do we actually possess w ha t  we profess?

In some places no dou b t  there is a sad lack of 
the experience of hear t  holiness. To believe in 
the doctrine is one th ing;  to possess the experi­
ence is quite another.  A never-ceasing emphasis 
on the doctrine and  a persis tent  insistence that  
our  people press on into the  experience is ever 
necessary. In  the earlier days of the movement 
we were made to feel tha t  unless we were either  
enjoying the blessing—-the second blessing— or 
were earnestly seeking it, we could not hope to 
retain the favor of God. This  must still be our 
posit ion and  be so vigorously pressed th a t  those 
who are wandering in the wilderness will quickly 
come to their  Jo rd an  crisis an d  enter  into their  
inheritance. The holy, fiery baptism will t rans­
form many deserts into watered gardens of f ru i t ­
fulness.

I t  is evident,  however, tha t  m any genuinely 
spiritual churches are  nevertheless falling far 
short in the m a t te r  of reaching the unsaved. In 
such a case the difficulty is generally found in a 
wrong emphasis and method in its efforts. One 
of the chief errors is the institutionalizing of soul 
saving endeavors. An evangelist is called, a cam­
paign is pu t  on and  the church as a whole rests 
in the security of the efficiency of the revival  as 
an institution. The special meeting has become 
the t ime honored  machine on which we t ry  to 
cast the burden  of our own personal  responsi-



20 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E

bility to God and  lost men. I t  is an error.  No 
revival meeting, as  such, ever yet  produced re ­
sults. Soul saving is a m a t te r  of personal  hear t  
burden and  strong crying and  tears  on the par t  
of the  preacher and  people. E very  evangelist 
and pas tor  knows tha t  the fruitful meeting comes 
w hen the people of God fast and  p ray  and  with 
broken hearts  go out  in to  the  highways and 
hedges of their  own neighborhoods a n d  friendship 
circles and  compel th em  by love to come in. 
F ro m  the very beginning of the church personal 
soul-winning has gone h a n d  in h a n d  with  public 
evangelism. No individual Christian can shift 
his responsibili ty for the circle of his influence 
by blaming the evangelist or the revival meeting 
for not  producing results in reaching the “ o u t ­
side.”

Such a  hear t  passion for the lost as will make a 
revival meeting a success will leap over  the 
bounds of the special occasion and  will produce 
results in season an d  out  of season. M a n y  pas­
tors  h ave  experienced th a t  often their  most  stable 
converts have been those who sought the L ord  
in the regular  services or  in their  homes. I n ­
vestigation will generally disclose th a t  someone, 
a Christ ian friend or neighbor,  has been praying 
for th em  and  dealing with them  for some time.

The age in which we live, perhaps as in no 
other, demands the person to person touch. 
This is the age of salesmanship. M en  are used 
to being im portuned  to do almost  everything 
th a t  they do. T he  appeal of logic an d  personal  
interest is being b rought  to bear  upon them  
every day.  If  the  church is to  rally to the occa­
sion it  must meet the pressure, no t  w ith  “high 
pressure m ethods” b u t  with the irresistible con­
strain t  of a Christ like love in daily personal con­
tacts.

The fact  th a t  m any  of our revival  meetings are 
largely given to  the  reclamation of the back ­
slider ra ther  th a n  to the reaching of the non- 
Christ ian m ay  no t  be due so much to the failure 
of the meeting as to the failure of the p rep a ra ­
tion m onths  before the meeting. I f  our people 
are backslidden in appreciable num bers  we can­
no t  expect “ those who are w i th o u t” to have a 
great  deal of confidence in or desire for the 
religion we represent.  W e should expect the 
evangelist to uncover the hiding place of every 
backslider  and  help him back to a place of vic­
tory .  I t  is his God-given duty .  But  the  du ty  
of establishing believers in the faith an d  n u r ­
turing  their  spiritual  life belongs to the pas tor

an d  the spir itual leaders in his flock. I t  is t rue 
th a t  m any  will backslide in spite of the best 
th a t  we can do. B u t  there  is no dou b t  th a t  
m any  times an incorrect emphasis on the par t  
of pas to r  or  people is to blame for such instability 
in those who are weak.

As long as we place the m ajo r  emphasis in 
Christian experience on a  trip  to the a l ta r  we 
can hardly  expect to get far ther  th a n  tha t .  T h a t  
the initiation into the riches of grace comes a t  
the tw o  crises of Christian experience is agreed. 
But  the lengths a n d  bread ths  and  dep ths  and 
heights m ust  be the goal  of every believer and 
of the  pas to r  for his people.

The development of the Christian life has bu t  
one source—th e  Fou n ta in  of Life. T h e  con­
sciousness of the  presence of God, the v ital  and 
personal union of the believer with Christ  is the 
one essential of the heal thy  Christ ian life. “ If 
ye abide in m e” is Christ 's  one condition. I f  this 
is true,  the cult ivation of th e  devotional  life is 
the key to constancy in Christ ian  experience. 
Our  people m ust  be made to  see th a t  realization 
of G o d ’s presence, the  smile of His approva l  is 
far  more im p o r ta n t  th a n  any  o ther  blessing or 
gift of power , i t  is in devotion  tha t  we cul­
t ivate  acquain tance with God. “T h a t  1 may 
know  Chris t” was P a u l ’s ambit ion.  An enlarg­
ing acquain tance deepens love, an d  love is the 
heart  of the Christian religion. There is no 
higher  grace.

I t  is w ith  our young  people th a t  our greatest  
problem of instability  lies. The  pitfalls an d  a l­
lurements of the world  are m ult i tudinous .  But 
such an ever increasing devotion to God as should 
characterize every normal Christ ian  life would 
be the cure forever of the pull of the w'orld. 
An insistence on habits  of devotion, prayer,  medi­
tat ion, and reading the  W o rd  should constantly  
be m ade by the pas to r  of his young  people. 
E very  m ethod  to accomplish this should be 
employed. A praying church will largely solve 
the problem of “ threshing old straw'” an d  a t  the 
same time will be a soul-winning center.

W e have got  quite used to the d is tor ted  p ro ­
port ions appearing in m an y  reports  of our re ­
vival  meetings— “T w o  h u n d re d  seekers; fifteen 
joined the church ;  more looking our w ay .” AH 
recognize th a t  several factors enter  to make such 
reports seem so ou t  of p roport ion  in conversions 
to accessions. Sometimes “ repeaters” are  counted, 
which would  reduce the n um ber  likely to one-

(20)
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half. Then there arc backsliders reclaimed who 
are already m em bers  of the church. Besides 
the re  m ay  be a goodly n um ber  of m embers of 
other  churches who have been renewed, N ever­
theless, discounting these factors,  there remains 
the fact th a t  m an y  who have been reached from 
the non-Chris t ian  group arc lost to the church.

E very th ing  is in the favor  of the church  which 
wins a  m an  to God1 retaining him as a member. 
T h a t  church is his spiritual  home, his birthplace.  
I t s  people arc his people— his spiritual k in —who 
travailed  for his spiritual bir th .  I t  is no more 
th a n  r ight  th a t  we should claim those who are 
converted at  our  al tars  as our spiritual children 
immediately. Others who cannot be to  them  
what we can be are watching for them, seeking 
by every  m eans to  gather  them  into their  fold. 
The revival season should by all means be used 
to get new converts into th e  church. While the 
spiritual tide is high and the new found  joy  is at  
i ts white  heat,', th e  new conver t  should be 
molded and  fused into the body  of Christ.  The 
pas to r  an d  m embership  committee should ever 
be diligent to invite those who have clearly been 
saved to cast their  lot  w i th  the church. We 
believe in our church and  we should m ake  no 
apologies for inviting others to share ou r  joy 
w ith  us.

Often much patience an d  persistence arc r e ­
quired to win some. They  have questions and 
misgivings which m ust  be tac tfu lly  met. Some 
people like to  be c o a x e d ; they m ust  be sure th a t  
they  are w anted .  I t  is the  p a s to r ’s place to fol­
low such until  they  are  won. Supplementing the 
pas tor 's  efforts it is the du ty  of th e  m em ber­
ship committee to  seek out  those who are sub­
jects for  membership. H o w  m uch more valuable 
to  a church is such a committee than  one which 
acts merely as a board  of elimination.

Finally  the a t t i tu d e  of the church itself is the 
greatest  draw ing  card to  those w hom  we would 
have come am ong  us. A joyous,  victorious, spir­
i tual  church is a real a t t rac t ion .  Activity and 
achievement also hold an appeal to people of 
energy. Men like to belong to  a going concern. 
Added to this a  church which w ould  win must 
be a friendly church. There  should radiate 
f rom everyone,  f rom  pas to r  to janitor,  a spirit 
of Christ like good will an d  brotherl iness to the 
s tranger  and  to all.

SO M E  P R E A C H E D  N E W  Y E A R ’S 
SER M O N  O U T L IN E S

B y  B a s il  W . M il l e r  
C a stin g  m y  A n c h o r  in  G lory

T e x t : “Launch out into the deep” (Luke 
5 :4) .  “Sailing was n o w  dangerous” (Acts 27:9).

I n t ro d u c t io n : Life is an  ocean on which we 
sail f rom b ir th  to  death .  I ts  por ts  of entry  
are numerous, b u t  its p o r ts  of leaving are  two.

W e can cast our anchor  in glory, or sail the 
tu rbu len t  seas of sin, through a  dangerous sea, 
and  the River  of Death  will swallow us up. 
The song writers have noted this in such hym ns 
as “Sail On,” “ M y  Anchor Holds,” and  “The 
Pilot  of Galilee.” “ M aste r  the  tempest is rag­
ing" brings forcibly to our a t ten t ion  the dangers 
of the sea of life.

As we enter  out  upon the sea of the New Year, 
th ink  of the voyage. Ask these questions:

I. W h i c h  V e s s e l  S h a l l  W e  T a k e ? There 
is but  one safe vessel, The Old Gospel S h i p ! 
Note  this is a  (1) Safe vessel— no storm s of 
life can sink it— no winds can move i t  f rom 
its moorings; (2) Builded by the  M aste r  Builder 
— not m an  made,  b u t  God is its A u th o r ;  (3) 
M a d e  the voyage before— not  an untr ied  vessel 
is the Gospel Ship.

I I .  W h o  S h a l l  B e  t h e  P i l o t ? Jesus,  the 
Pilot of Galilee, alone is able to  steer the vessel 
to the harbor.  (1) H e know s the route. (2) 
T he  ship belongs to H im . (3) H e  loves the 
passengers. (4) H e  has guided the souls of 
men to th a t  be t te r  land th rough  these ages, and 
not one passenger has H e  lost.

I I I .  W h a t  C h a r t  S h a l l  W e  F o l l o w ? There 
is only one reliable chart,  an d  one unerring com­
pass— the Bible. (1) I t  points the w ay  safely 
to the N o r th  Star  of our Redemption.  (2) 
E very  dangerous channel is m arked  (sins, pas­
sion, evil, e tc .) .  (3) I t  is so reliable th a t  it  
does not deviate  one iota  f rom the t ru e  pa th  
of happiness and  security  for the soul. (4) 
M ariners  on the oceans lose the ir  compasses, or  
they  are  affected by  conditions of weather, an d  
the ships arc wrecked. N o t  so w ith  our C o m ­
pass. Ages and conditions never affect it.

IV . W il l  t h e  A n c h o r  H o l d ? Lieutenant 
Wilson, of the U. S. N avy , told me he had  
crossed the Atlantic th ir ty  times in severe storms, 
and  the  security of the anchor gave h im  more 
com fort  than  any th ing  else on the ship. T h an k  
God for a n  Anchor th a t  will hold (1) S torms 
cannot move it  f rom its moorings. (2) W aves 
cannot break  its grip on the Rock  of Ages.

(21)
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V. W h a t  S h a l l  Be t h e  P o r t ? The Gospel 
Ship sails to bu t  one po r t— the P ort  of Heaven. 
Jesus guides to but  one haven— the Glory World. 
W hen the anchor  is dropped on the other  side 
it is cast in glory!  (1) Note the beau ty  of the 
port.  (2) The grand reunion will be held at  
the dock. W hen Dr. C h a p m a n ’s ship, the Bremen,  
docked in New Y ork City, thousands  were out 
to be reunited  with their friends. But this re­
union shades into darkness in comparison with 
the one in the Port  of Heaven.

Conclusion'. I will t rus t  my all to the Gospel 
Ship.

G od C om m an d s, “F o rw a rd ” !
T e x t : Speak un to  the children of Israel, that  

they  go forw ard  (Ex. 14:15).
In troduction:  Moses was com m anded by God 

that  “ they go fo rw ard .” The basis of his life 
was the obeying of this one com m andm ent.  
Moses was always going forward. So it has been 
with G o d ’s great men. Livingstone said, “A n y ­
where— provided it be fo rw a rd !” Then speak 
th a t  we go forw ard  this New Y ear in:

I .  T h e  D is c o v e r y  o f  H id d e n  S p ir it u a l  P o s ­

s i b i l i t i e s . (1 )  In  all lie the seeds of spiritual 
energy through prayer. Mueller is bu t  an ex­
ample of w ha t  God will do in answer to prayer.
(2) In  some are the roots of greatness which 
must be discovered. M oody  was a stammering 
lad. Spurgeon was un tra ined  until God found 
him. Finney was interested in law, and not 
evangelism, until God discovered his talents. (3) 
In  all are talents of service to be unearthed. Let 
us go forward  this New Y ear in such discoveries,

II.  T h e  P o s s e s s io n  o f  U n e x p l o r e d  T e r r i ­

t o r y . Israel had to “ possess their unpossessed 
possessions.” So must we. Grace comes only in 
answer to some great demand or need. We can 
possess: (1) G od’s promises of “ all grace” ;
(2) a clean h ear t ;  (3) The fruits of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22-26).

I I I .  T h e  A c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  I m p o s s ib l e . 

T h e  impossible has been achieved for God. (1) 
Missionaries achieve the impossible in heathen 
lands. Livingstone in Africa, Schmelzenbaeh in 
the same land, Carey in India, did w hat  man said 
could not be done. (2) Luther, Wesley and 
Knox achieved the impossible in building churches.
(3) Whitefield, Finney and M oody  achieved the 
same in soul winning. So can we achieve for 
God and souls.

IV. B a s is  o f  F o r w a r d  M o v e m e n t . F o r  the 
New Year the basis of this forward  movement

in grace must  he :  (1) Complete  t ru s t  in and 
consecration to God as Moses an d  N ehem iah ;  (2) 
Explicit faith in following, as A braham  and 
Daniel;  (3) the pow er  of a t rem endous motive, 
as w ith  Israel in going to C anaan,  Paul to 
Athens to preach, Finney to die or win souls.

Conclusion'. The New Y ear  offers opp o r tu n i ­
ties in the achievements of grace far beyond  those 
encountered by the discoverers of gold and d ia­
mond mines. M ay  the end of the year  find us 
“ possessing our  unpossessed possessions,” with 
grace abounding and love magnified.

T h e End T h e r e o f!
(Last Su n d a y  in the Old Y ear)

T e x t : Better  is the end o f  a thing than the 
beginning thereof  (Ecc. 7 :8 ) .  Declaring the end 
f r o m  the beginning  (Isa. 46:10).

In troduction:  We are too liable to  emphasize 
the beginning and forget the end thereof. Let 
us note  some famous ends: The end of crea­
t ion— the end of the flood— the rainbow of p ro m ­
ise—the end of the wanderings in the wilderness, 
the enter ing of C anaan— the end of building 
So lom on’s temple and rebuilding the  walls of 
Jerusa lem — the end of the captivity  in B abylon— 
the end of the Old Dispensation, the beginning 
of the N ew — the end of waiting for the coming 
of the S p i r i t - - th e  end of the C hurch  age, the 
coming of the Lord  ! On this last Sunday  of the 
old year let us then consider:

I. The E n d  o f  G o d ’s L o v e — R edem pt ion  C o m ­
plete. He loved us tha t  He might redeem us. 
The end of love is beginning of redemption, as 
the end of t ime is the beginning of eternity.

II .  T h e  E n d  o f  t h e  P r o m is e s — Complete  
Victory.  T h e  p r o m is e s  a r e  g iv e n  t h a t  w e  m ig h t  

a c h ie v e  v ic to r y ,  o v e r  s e lf ,  s in  a n d  a ll th e  w o r ld .

I I I .  T h e  E n d  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  A g e— C o m ­
plete Revela tion  o f  Christ.  “We shall see him 
as he is” is the promise. Only when He re turns 
will He be fully revealed. F o r  this end we 
aw a i t .

IV.  T h e  E nd  o f  t h e  M y s t e r y  o f  G o d l in e s s  

— Complete  Knowledge.  “ We now see through 
a glass d a rk ly ” is this side; over  there it is “ but  
then  we shall see face to face.” Only when 
time ends shall we know the full victories of 
faith, realize the depth  of G o d ’s boundless love, 
and  achieve the glories of im m orta l i ty .

Conclusion:  As this m orn ing  we have reached 
the end of the old year, to begin ano ther  one, so 
may we aw ai t  the end th a t  we m ay  dwell in 
the wonder of tha t  "B e t te r  Land."
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“ I L O C A T E D ’’ A  SO LEM N W A R N IN G  
A G A IN S T  RET IR IN G  FR O M  G O D ’S W O R K

The  following affecting narrative is taken  
f r o m  an old church paper, The Evangelical M e s ­
senger, and is sent w i th  a heart touched by its 
pathos and t h e 'a w f u l  warning to those w h o  are 
te m p te d  to leave the ministry and to those, who  
have w i th d r a w n  their hand from  the gospel plow  
and have gone to serve tables.

I
T  WAS tow ard  the middle of an au tum nal 
af ternoon, in 18—  th a t  while wending my 
w ay  on horseback to a d is tant  appo in tm ent  

on a new circuit, I a rrived  at  a small lop cabin 
on a roadside, which, f rom  its external indica­
tions, seemed to be the abode of a family in 
very  humble circumstances.

“ I was no t  sure of the road, and  stopped for 
a m om ent  to  obtain inform ation .  On halloaing 
from the fence which surrounded the yard ,  a 
female came to the door , her  countenance bea r ­
ing deep traces of sorrow, and  the tears still 
s tanding on her  pall id cheeks. H aving received 
th e  necessary instructions as to the directions 
of my road I was about  to pursue m y journey, 
when she advanced  rapidly to w a rd  me, and  with 
great  eagerness, inquired if I was a M ethodis t  
preacher . On being told that  I was, a ray  of 
sunshine seemed to play upon her  feature , and  
she begged th a t  1 would come into the house 
an d  see her  husband,  who was dying, and wanted  
to  converse and  was anxious to do so with  a 
minister.

“Although I had  an appo in tm en t  to fill twenty  
miles off, on the next morning at eleven o ’clock, 
an d  was expected a t  B ro ther  D ’s th a t  evening, 
some ten miles distant ,  yet i felt tha t  I could 
no t  deny this w o m a n ’s request,  and having dis­
m ounted  and  fastened m y  horse to  an impending 
limb of a tree which stood near me, I entered the 
house.

“ Here,  on a pallet of straw , placed upon a 
rude couch in one corner  of the room, lay the 
wasted form of a once large and  athlet ic man, 
whose sharp  features gave unmistakable indica­
tions of the near  approach of death. Every th ing  
a round  me bespoke pover ty  a n d  yet there was 
something in all I saw th a t  impressed me with 
the belief th a t  this family had seen better  days. 
On our entrance the dying man cast an inquir­
ing glance, first a t  his wife, and  then a t  m e ; 
b u t  being to ld  th a t  I was a M ethodis t  preacher,  
who had  called to see him, he seemed pleased,

and slowly extended his hand, pressed mine in 
his lor  a moment, while a big tear  stood in his 
eye, an d  his frame heaved with emotion. Taking 
a seat by his bedside, I said to him, ‘If  I can 
do any th ing  for you, let me know it, and it will 
afford me pleasure to oblige you .’ Looking up 
into my face with a smile of gratitude, he beck­
oned his wife to come to him, and having said 
something to her in a whisper, for he could 
scarcely ar ticulate a t  all, she brought to him 
from a t ru n k  which stood on the opposite of 
the room, a paper  neatly folded, and directed on 
the outside,  in a fair, legible hand, ‘For  the  
Nashville Advocate .’ H anding  it to  me he said, 
‘Take  this, an d  after  I am  dead, have it p u b ­
lished.’ I pressed his cold hand  already stiffen­
ing in death, and assuring him tha t  I would do 
as he had  requested,  asked if he was ready to 
die? He whispered, faintly, ‘I hope so. M y 
trus t  is in G cd .’ But  a l though I looked anx­
iously upon his countenance to  see if I could 
read there an answer to my question, I sought 
in vain for the beamings of th a t  victory, faith, 
which enables the dying Christ ian to exclaim, 
in the hour  of m orta l  strife, ‘O death where is 
th y  s t in g ; 0  grave,  where is thy  victory ? The 
sting of death  is sin, and  the s t rength  of sin is 
the law! bu t  thanks  be unto  God who giveth us 
the victory, through our L ord  Jesus Christ .’

“While engaged in singing and  praying with 
him, he fell into a stupor, which continued until  
midnight,  when he b reathed his last, easily to 
be sure, bu t  w ithout giving a sign, or  speaking 
one word which could give comfort  or  consolation 
to his heart-s tricken wife. Some of the neigh­
bors spent the night with us, and leaving them 
to a t tend  to  the burial of the body, I mounted  
my horse a t  a very early hour, and  pushed for­
w ard  to my appoin tm ent ,  having carefully se­
cured in my saddlebags the manuscrip t  which 
had been entrusted to me. Of this I make the 
following copy, retaining the original as a m em ­
orial of the sad occasion. M a y  its melancholy 
recital serve as a warning to  those, having put  
in their  sickle to reap the harvest  of souls, to 
not lay it down unbidden of the Master .

“ 1 L O C A T E D — I was born  in Virginia, in
1796, and  with my parents,  emigrated  to  ........... ,
in my tenth year.  They were of highly respect­
able connections at  home, and  on their  removal  
to the West,  brought with them several slaves, 
an d  a considerable sum of money. They  set­
tled on a very valuable farm  in a  healthy region

(23)
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of the country, and  d id  well. They were both  
members of the M ethodis t  church, and  were ex­
em plary  for their piety, an d  for their  hospital ity 
to the preachers. F ro m  my earliest infancy they 
sought to tra in  me, their  only child, in the n u r ­
ture  and  admonit ion  of the L o rd ;  an d  in my 
th ir teen th  year, had  the satisfaction of witness­
ing my sound conversion to  God. F rom  this 
time until  my nineteenth year,  I l ived a t  home, 
diligently using the means of grace, and enjoying 
religion, being in the meantim e greatly exercised 
on the subject  of preaching.

“I  early unbosomed myself to my paren ts  in 
regard  to  my convictions of d u ty ,  and  received 
f rom  both  of th em  much excellent advice, as well 
as f rom the preachers who from time to time 
visited us.

“M y  father  gave me full benefit of such means 
of education as were w ith in  my reach, w ithou t 
sending me aw ay  from home, and  I could dis­
cover in everything he did in reference to myself, 
the p rop of an  earnest desire, on his par t ,  to 
follow the leadings of Divine Providence.

“At length, in m y  nineteenth year,  I determined 
to enter  the it inerant  m in is try ;  and,  having re ­
ceived the blessing of m y  beloved parents, and 
their  part ing  counsels, I left home on the 15th
of Sept., I S . . ,  to offer myself to  the ................
conference, then about  to  sit in a neighboring 
town. M y  father  furnished me with a valuable 
riding horse, bridle, saddle and  saddle-bags, a 
new suit of clothes, and  fifty dollars in money; 
telling me to go in the name of the Lord ,  and  
acquit myself like a m a n ;  adding tha t  if I ever 
needed a home, his d o o r  was open to me. I 
went w ith  a trembling heart ,  b u t  with  a firm 
resolve to do m y  duty .  I was kindly received by
the preachers, an d  sent to  the ................  Circuit.
Here I first learned w h a t  hardship  m e a n t ;  bu t  
I enjoyed religion, a t tended  to  m y  appo in t­
ments, was careful, was happy ,  an d  felt assured 
th a t  the L ord  had  called me to  preach.

“At the end of the year, I  went to Conference 
again, and  received ano ther  a p p o in tm e n t ; where 
under  my feeble instrum enta l i ty  the  work of 
God was powerfully  revived,  an d  some tw o or 
three hundred  souls added to the  church.  Again 
I went to Conference, again received a new 
field of labor, and was again blessed of the 
L o r d ; and thus  spent three years  in the i t inerant 
work .  I lived much upon my knees read my 
Bible much, and  felt th a t  all m y  sufficiency was 
of God. B ut  short ly  af ter  the comm encem ent of

the fourth  year, my paren ts  died, and  as I was 
an  only child, the whole of their  p rope r ty  fell 
into my hands .

“M y  at ten t ion  now  became div ided between 
my proper ty  an d  the work  of the ministry  . . . 
pressed with cares of business, I neglected my 
pr iva te  devotions,  then m y  a p p o in tm e n ts ; b a c k ­
slid in heart,  lost m y relish for  the w o rk  to 
which God had  been pleased to call m e ;  and, 
restless an d  unhappy , sought by marriage to r em ­
edy the evil, an d  as it were to make myself in ­
dependent of the Deity.  B u t  alas, how  sadly 
was I m is taken ;  how  fearfully have I reaped 
the harvest  of m y  ow n guilt an d  folly. Becoming
acquain ted  with M a ry  L------ , and  believing she
had  all the qualities of mind and  hear t  th a t  were 
requisite to m ake her  a good wife, I  addressed 
her  an d  married  her. In  a few' weeks I w en t  to 
the Annual Conference once more,  an d  w ithou t  
let ting her  kn o w  any th ing  of m y  intentions, 
located. Yes, I located— located  unb idden  by 
the L ord  of the h a rves t ;  an d  every step since 
th a t  act has been d o w n  hill, w i th  an ever acceler­
ating velocity, an d  has b u t  plunged me an d  my 
unfortuna te ,  unoffending M a ry  deeper  and 
deeper in misery.

“W hen I came hom e an d  told her  w ha t  I had 
done,  she b u rs t  into tears,  and  begged me to  go 
back to the L o rd ’s  work .  Noble w o m an !  would 
to God th a t  I had  taken her  a d v ic e ! B u t  n o ; 
I was well off as respects this w o r ld ’s goods; 
I would be r ich; I w ould  go into business; I 
was ti red of roving about ,  i f latte red myself I 
could be a local preacher, an d  do as m uch good, 
or more,  than  if I h ad  continued in the it ineracy, 
a m an  of one work. I did go into business, with 
a handsom e capital,  an d  in three years lost it 
all, 1 could no t  tell how.

“M y  M a ry  still en trea ted  me to join the C on­
ference;  my bre th ren  urged me to do so. Still I 
was rebellious against the A lm ig h ty ; still I 
dream ed  of prosperity, though  conscious I w as  a 
t ra i to r  to high heaven. An uncle of m y  wife 
died, leaving her three th o u sa n d  dollars. W ith  
this again I w ent  into business, an d  in a few 
m onths  this sum all vanished like smoke.

“M a ry  h a d  meanwhile  become the m o ther  of 
two interesting babes. These bo th  died. Almost 
broken-hearted ,  she implored me to do what 
was manifestly my duty ,  b u t  no, I still persisted 
in mv ruinous course. At length I succeeded in 
purchasing the small  fa rm  on which I now live, 
an d  where 1 expect soon to die.
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“ M y  health has been steadily declining for 
months. M y  religious comforts arc all gone, my 
soul is darkened, m y usefulness departed. I am 
a  wreck floating on the sea of time, soon to  be 
dashed upon the breakers  of e ternity , an d  all 
this because I locatcd.

“ Oh, how significant to  me of fearful meaning 
is th a t  last w ord !  U seems to be burned into 
my memory.  Go where I will, do w ha t  I may, 
there it  is sta ring me in the face— ‘I located.’ 
I t  appears  as though  it were w rit ten  on every 
log of my humble cabin, upon every tree w i th ­
out, upon the earth , a n d  upon the skies above 
me.

“ I read  it in the pall id cheeks of m y noble, 
uncomplaining M a ry ;  in the tears th a t  steal 
d o w n  her  cheeks, and  which she strives so hard  
to conceal from  me. I feel it  in the fever which 
burns up my life; in the  sinking of my s t reng th ;  
in the consciousness th a t  I m ust  soon die; in 
the absence of th a t  s trong faith which alone can 
prepare  me to grapple with d e a t h ; in the lam e­
ness and  barrenness of m y soul.

“ Sometimes, in my dreams,  my dear father  
an d  my sa inted m other  seem to s tand  before me, 
an d  ask, ‘W h y  did you loca te? ’ No tongue can 
tell, no pen describe, w ha t  I have suffered on 
account of this one act of my life. 1 have fully 
p roved  the woe of str iving with  my M aker,  so 
far, a t  least as th e  bi tterness an d  anguish of 
th a t  woe can be experienced in this world. I 
have tr ied to  repent before  G o d ; I have sought 
refuge in the a rm s of bleeding m ercy ;  I have 
p rayed  for one ray  of heavenly light  to guide me 
th rough  the gloomy valley of death, bu t  all is 
dark, dark ,  d a rk ;  I can only t rus t  in the  mercy 
of my offended Sovereign, th rough  Christ,  and 
with  fear  a n d  trembling, aw ai t  the issue. A sin­
cere desire th a t  others may no t  sow as I have 
sowed, an d  reap as I have reaped, alone induced 
me to write  this brief history of m y  sin, and 
its dreadful  consequences to  myself and to others. 
M a y  it have this effect on all who read i t !  To 
one, to all, I say as a dying m an  speaking from 
bi t te r  experience-—an experience which has beg­
gared me, has broken (he hea r t  of my M ary ,  and 
is tak ing  both  of us rapidly and  yet p rematurely  
to the grave— n e v e r  locate unbidden by  the 
M a ste r .”

VV. W h i t t i n g t o n .

Aug. IS, 1S66

A  LE T T ER  T O  T H E  ST E W A R D S H IP  
C O M M ITTEE

By W. G. S c h u r m a n  

. l imbering the questions: H o w  to better reach 
the unsaved? H o w  to keep the people from  
easting aw ay their confidence? I Io w  to get peo­
ple to join the church?

D ea r  B r e t h r e n :

I doubt seriously if I would a t te m p t  to  write 
any th ing  in connection with the questions sug­
gested by your  committee, were it not for the 
tact th a t  you urged us to send in something th a t  
might help us solve this trem endous problem.

T h a t  we are not,  in our evangelistic efforts, 
reaching the unchurched masses, is only too self- 
evident. T ha t  too of ten evangelistic services con­
fine themselves to w ha t  you have termed “ re- 
arousement of our own people and  a reclama­
tion of backsliders” is also very evident,  an d  I 
suppose the th ird  sta tement tha t  “We arc not, 
in sufficient numbers, securing as accessions to 
our churches those who are reached f rom the 
non-Christ ian  g roup” may also be true to a 
greater or lesser degree. As a whole, though, I 
th ink  th a t  some individual  churches may not 
have this difficulty.

Now, as to the first question, “ How can we 
reach more of the  non-Chris t ian  group a round  
u s? ” I would suggest first the m ethod  of a d ­
vertising. I observe th a t  we are tremendously 
weak along this line. At some of ou r  camp 
grounds,  an  expenditure of an h o u r ’s t ime and  
Si.00 worth  of mater ial  w ould  point the way 
clearly tha t  the stranger could follow in order 
to locate the camp. Yet, will you believe it when 
I tell you,  th a t  for two miles from the city to 
one camp ground  th a t  I attended,  there was not  
the least sign or indication th a t  would give a 
man any idea of direction.  On my arrival a t  the 
camp, a reporter  of the local paper sought me 
out,  and  solicited information th a t  could be 
given to the public through the columns of the 
press, and there seemed to be a feeling among 
the workers that  they did not  w an t  any  in te r­
ference from  the world.

Now, brethren,  I am  sure tha t  a t t i tude  is 
wrong, and  may I be excused if I say th a t  
among some of our good people there seems to 
be a spirit of a t t i tude  to w ard  the world tha t  
repels ra ther  than  a t tracts .  I  am tem pted  to 
feel th a t  some of ou r  pas tors  and  evangelists 
take pleasure in trouncing the sinner. T rue  we
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should cry out against sin, b u t  I believe we 
should cry out against it with tears. W as it not 
one of the old p rophets  who said, “O tha t  my 
head were waters, and  mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that  1 might weep day and  night  for the 
slain of the daugher of m y people” ? Too often 
we repel ra ther  th a n  draw.

Gypsy .Smith,  J . W ilbur C hapman, 1). L. 
M oody  and men of like spirit, could cry over  a 
congregation while denouncing their sins, and 
make everyone feel tha t  they could live a dif­
ferent life while some of our preachers and  evan ­
gelists go a l te r  sin in such a way th a t  they  get 
people mad at  them  ra ther  th an  breaking then  
hearts.  J .  W ilbur Chapm an  is quoted  as saying 
tha t  “ evangelism is not so much a procedure or 
method as a condition.” As T unders tand  it, he 
m eant to  convey the fact th a t  the man behind 
the sacred desk must be in an a t t i tude  and  spirit 
tow ard  his congregation that  he would die unless 
someone got saved. I feel there is more of a 
tendency to slam, scathe and  blister the  sinner 
th a n  to “ weep o’er the erring one, lift up the 
fallen, tell them  of Jesus the mighty  to save.” 
At least, in reading the lives of successful evangel­
ists, their  spirit  seemed to be one of b roken­
hear tedness rather  th an  denunciation

The world is dy ing  to have someone love  
them,  and the  world is quick to detect  who does 
love them. We have often said that  we have 
watched a dog’s manner  when approached by 
different people. Let some folks approach a dog. 
and he bristles and  growls, and let ano ther  per­
son approach the same dog, and  he will wag his 
tail and  show a disposition to get acquainted. 
I t  is the spirit of the man th a t  makes the a p ­
proach and I believe the sinner has as much 
sense as a dog, and our response from a congre­
gation will depend upon our  a t t i tude  tow ard  
them. The world is dying for a little bit  of love.

N ow  as to how to better  establish our own 
people so they' need not be worked over  in each 
revival  meeting, in mv judgment,  is not  a big 
problem. I believe tha t  our former methods, if 
not our  former teaching, may be a bit to blame 
for it. You and 1 know only too well, and 
have seen enough of it, to know tha t  the te n ­
dency is when the break does not  come in a re­
vival meeting, to figuratively speaking, load both 
barrels, shut our  eyes and fire into the crowd, 
determined to land something. Some evangel­
ists have a reputat ion  for getting folks to the 
al tar  and when things do not move easily, the

tem pta t ion  is to ei ther  by abnorm al  preaching 
c r  unchrist ian m ethods an d  tests, land  pec.ple 
at an a l ta r  of p raye r  who, when they got there, 
are not made better  but  ra ther  worse because 
(if their  moving forward.

To illustrate, here is an evangelist  of national 
reputa t ion ,  who made this s ta tement  in a pulpit  
one Sunday  morning th a t  “ If  you do no t  have 
more joy flowing th rough  yo u r  soul n o w  than  
you did  the day  you go t  the blessing, you need 
to come forward  for p rayers .” In  th a t  congre­
gation is a wom an who has had  a d runken  hus­
band for twelve long years. She takes in wash­
ing to clothe her children and  feed the family. 
The Sa turday  night before  the Sunday  morning 
of which I speak, her  husband  came home 
drunk, stumbled  into the home, vomited  over  
the new rug th a t  she had recently purchased. 
W ith  kind,  tender hands she undressed him, got 
him to bed, cleaned the rug, got her  children out  
to Sunday  school the following Sunday morning, 
and she herself came to the morning services to 
get some blessing and  com fort  to carry her 
through the trying week ahead. This evangel ist’s 
s ta tement  made her feel th a t  if w ha t  he said 
was so, she certainly needed to go fo rw ard  for I 
prayers,  and  she went fo rw ard  to become a 
chronic seeker. L a te r  on she was made to see 
tha t  the good evangelist should have qualified 
his sta tement as Peter  did, by saying, “Wherein 
ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold  
tem pta t ions .”

A nother  evangelist, when I was young in the 
ministry, told my people tha t  this idea of re­
ceiving the blessing by faith was to  receive n o th ­
ing, but  th a t  we were to reecive it by fire, and 
got over twenty-five of our best people forw ard  
for prayers, who when they  got there,  did no t  
know w hat  they were seeking. The meeting had 
run hard, and there were not  m any  seekers. He 
must  have a showing, and  deliberately and  u n ­
qualifiedly made the s ta tement  th a t  we were 
to receive this great grace not  by faith b u t  by- 
fire, with the a fore -m entioned result. We had 
quite a t ime getting these dear people to see th a t  
they had  been betrayed into doing something for 
which there was no reason in the world for doing.

I may no t  say it correctly,  b u t  I am sure the 
average reader will understand me when I say 
tha t  it seems to me we have made a little too 
much of our altar . W e bring a person fo rw ard

(26)



T H E  P R E A C H E R 'S  M A G A Z IN E 27

who receives new light in the preaching service, 
and  he comes fo rw ard  for prayers  when perhaps 
tha t  is the last thing in the world he ought to 
do. To illustrate, here is some young lady who 
is newly sanctified, an d  perhaps af ter  a week’s 
joyful experience, she gets light on the dress ques­
tion, gets under  conviction over a feather  in 
her  hat . Certainly she does not  need to come to 
the a l ta r  if the Lord  tells her she should dis­
card th a t  feather . Her  place is dow n on her 
knees by th e  sewing machine,  where she can get 
a pair  of scissors and  snip the thing off her  hat, 
but  you know  and 1 know  th a t  evangelists and 
preachers have brought these same people for­
w ard  to a public a l ta r  to do what could have 
been done in th e  privacy of their  own room, 
and  would have saved them  from confusing the 
onlookers as to the establishing merits  of this 
great grace.

Then  I th ink  we have not been definite enough 
with our seekers who have come fo rw ard  for 
the baptism  with the Holy Ghost and  fire. 
There is a negative and a positive side to entire 
sanctification. We did receive this great  grace 
by faith b u t  it is impossible for us to exercise 
faith until we have met the definite requirements 
laid dow n in the  book for the seeker af ter  holi­
ness. God said to  Moses, "Be sure th a t  you 
make it [ the tabernacle 1 according to the pa t tern  
show n thee in the m oun t ,” and a good deal of 
the book of Leviticus is made up of “The Lord 
spake unto  Moses” and Moses did thus  and so. 
W hen Moses finished the work  it s ta tes expressly 
tha t  the L ord  came down, and too frequently we 
feel th a t  people are led to believe th a t  the blood 
cleanseth, an d  take this great blessing not  by 
fai th bu t  by presumption .  We believe that  God 
a lm igh ty  witnesses definitely, no t  only to the 
work  of regeneration bu t  also to entire sanctifi­
cat ion, and  having received I his experience and 
being instructed  by the pas to r  as to how to 
walk by the same rule would, we believe, es tab­
lish ou r  people in this great grace.

T he  th ird  question we know  bu t  very little 
abou t .  W e have never  had any great difficulty 
in persuading folks to unite with the Church of 
the Nazarene  af ter  they receive the blessing of 
holiness. Pas to rs  of smaller societies m ay  have 
th is  difficulty as it may be a greater  cross for 
the new convert or  the person new in the ex­
perience of full salvation to unite with a little 
band  of people who have no great standing in the 
com m unity .  Therefore we do not  feel qualified

to answer and  will leave that  to some preacher  
who has had more experience along this line.

E X P O SIT O R Y  PR E A C H IN G
B y  L e w i s  T. C o r l e t t

I . W h a t  I s I t ? 

in  an age of skepticism there is great need for 
emphasizing the Bible in its entire ty and of bring­
ing it into prominence in its au thor i ty ,  in its 
contents, in its doctr ine, in its beauty, an d  in its 
practical  benefits. It is the du ty  of the preacher  
in an age of doubt,  like the present tha t  he make 
full proof of his ministry in giving the Bible the 
place of greatest  importance in his reading, in 
his thinking, and in his preaching.

The tendency among m any  preachers today is 
to preach aw ay  from the Bible instead of preach­
ing the W ord .  A topic is taken and a verse of 
Scripture, or a clause or  perhaps just  a word, 
from the Bible must be found as a foundation  or 
a s tart ing point . That  is all the Bible tha t  will 
be used. The sermon, if it m ay  be called such, 
does not  deal with the text or with the Bible but  
with the topic. This  m ay  be essential and  useful 
a t  t imes but  a continual practice would bring 
spiritual  dwarfing to the hearers.

The use of a text from the Bible is a further  
advancement in the use of the W ord  of God. 
M a n y  times an exposition is given th a t  elevates 
the por t ion  of Scripture, gives the purpose, se t­
ting. main thoughts,  and brings the people closer 
to God and  to His Word. B ut  m any  other  times 
the text is used as a basis, taken out of its se t­
ting, w ithou t consideration of the context,  and 
treated as an individual s ta tement.  This occa­
sionally is permissible an d  may be very helpful in 
specific instances b u t  the continual taking  of parts  
of Scr ipture from their setting and enlarging on 
them regardless of their  context , will produce 
hobbyists and fanatics.

The need of the hour, the hope of the ministry 
and the life of the church is for the ministry to 
tu rn  to more Bible preaching. Expository preach­
ing offers the ministry their oppor tun ity  to meet 
the challenge of the age and to  provide the food 
for the Christians.  Expository preaching is the 
taking of a word, clause, a verse, a  group of 
verses, a chapter, or an entire book, and  giving 
its Bible setting, purpose  and  practical applica­
tions. It is the enlargement of any por t ion  of 
Kcriptuie according to its place, plan and purpose 
in the biblical setting; it is the  finding of the 
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motive and thought  of  any  particular  section of 
biblical t r u th  and the weaving of tha t  t ru th  into 
G od’s p lan  of redemption and  preservation of 
His children; it is the explanation of the Bible 
doctr ines and t ru th s  in Bible language an d  setting.

M a n y  have misunderstood the plan and scope 
of expository preaching.  T hey  seem to th ink 
th a t  the taking of a port ion of the Bible and the 
explanation of each w ord  and clause was expos­
i tory  preaching. N o t  so, th a t  w ould  be simply a 
running com m entary  with  no specific plan or p u r ­
pose in the mind of the speaker  in regard to the 
passage in hand. T h a t  is much easier than  real 
exposition but  soon becomes m onotonous and t e ­
dious an d  is not  very fruitful,  ei ther in the sa lva­
tion of souls or  in the drawing of the people to 
the W ord  of  God. M a n y  good people have used 
this method, thinking th a t  they  were doing ex­
posi tory preaching. T h u s  this type  of preaching 
has fallen into dishonor in some places, n o t  b e ­
cause of its use bu t  ra ther  its misuse.

Exposi tion is the taking of any  par t icu lar  p o r ­
tion of the Bible, short or  long, an d  viewing it as 
a whole until  the central  theme or though t  of the 
passages s tands out  an d  then  the associating of 
the other  port ions to th a t  main idea. I t  does not 
entail  the use of every w ord  or clause, a l though  
at t imes they m ay  be used with profit , bu t  it is 
the expounding of the passage in reference to  the 
main thought and  the grouping of the rest  a round  
it. I t  is the standing on the highest peak of a 
por t ion  of Scr ipture an d  grouping the remaining 
phases of the view a round  the high peak. The 
plan and  purpose of expository preaching is not  
to show how much is in a verse of a passage of 
the Bible bu t  to show the central thought,  its 
beauty, its benefit, i ts place and  its value.  As 
this is done the o ther  por t ions  of the passage will 
take their  place in the picture.

V a r io u s  T y p e s  o f  E x p o s it o r y  S e r m o n s

The most  elementary U p e  of expository preach­
ing is the taking of a par t icu lar  w ord  in the 
Bible, showing how m an y  times it is used with  
some of its variety  of meanings in various pas­
sages. This m ay  profit  a t  t imes b u t  docs not  
have a very great  lasting value.

The next m ethod  of exposition, in  the ascend­
ing scale of values, is the using of a  certain 
phrase, taking the different places th a t  it  is found 
in the Scr ipture an d  enlarging upon its different 
uses. This is a higher form th a n  just using one 
word and  m ay  be used occasionally with  great

profit both  to the preacher  an d  to  the  audience.
The best form of exposition an d  th e  one th a t  

the w riter  is considering in these articles, is thd 
taking  of a por t ion  of Scripture, f rom  a verse to 
an entire book, and  dealing w ith  it from its se t­
ting, its thought,  its im portance  an d  its benefit. 
This  is the studying of the Bible an d  expounding 
of its doctr ines to find its most im p o r ta n t  t ru ths  
and  their relat ionship to  the rest  of the Bible and  
to their  practical  benefit today.

This  can best be explained by an  il lustration. 
Take  the wonderful eleventh chapter  of Hebrews: 
it deals with  “ F a i th ,” th a t  is the central theme, 
the main t ru th  considered, b u t  there is a splendid 
outline of faith in the entire chapter ,  w h a t  it is, 
wha t  it does, and  the place it occupies in life and 
Christian experience. Exposition does not limit 
the preacher to  just  one w ay  of using a  par t icular  
por t ion  of Scripture b u t  each passage m ay  adm it  
of a variety  of t rea tm ents ,  bu t  each one dealing 
with  it as a unit . H ere is one series the  writer  
used and  gives if as an  example of the  expository 
trea tm ent  of an entire chapter.

F a it h  (H ebrew s I t ) .
I. Fa i th  the D oor  (vs. 1-6).

II .  F a i th ’s Challenge (vs. 7-11).
III .  F a i t h ’s Vision (vs. 1 4 -2 3 ) .

IV. F a i th ’s Choice (vs. 2 4 - 2 8 ) .

V. Faith 's  Victory (vs. 2 9 - 3 2 ) .

VI. F a i th ’s E ndurance  (vs. 33-38).
VII.  F a i th ’s Present  Prospects (vs. 39, 40).

This  can be t rea ted  as a whole in one message, 
w ith  a brief discussion of each poin t  or  m ay  be 
used as a series of expositions on “ F a i th ” with 
each division as a single message. T w o  sections 
arc given as examples of fu r ther  exposition.

F a it h  t h e  D o o r  (H ebrew s 1 1 :1 - 6 ) .

I. The  D oor  to G o d ’s A pprova l  (vs. 2 ) .

11. T he  Door to  a Comprehension of Revela­
tion (v. 3 ). 

i l l .  The Door  to W orship (v. 4) .
IV. The D oor  to the Presence of God (vs. 5 ,6 ) .  

F a i t h 's V ic t o r y  (H ebrew s 1 1 :2 9 - 3 2 ) .

1. V ic t o r y  O v e r  N a t u r a l  E l e m e n t s  ( v . 2 9 ) .

a. Red Sea and  the Wilderness.
b. Brought  God down to their  deliverance.

II.  O ve r  M a n - m a d e  O b s t a c l e s  ( v . 3 0 ) .

a. The Walls of Jericho.
b. In  response to obedience.

in. O v e r  P e o p l e -  R e l a t iv e s , F r ie n d s , E n e ­

m i e s  (vs. 3 1 , 3 2 ) .

a. R a hab  an d  Gideon.
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b. By an  appreciat ion  of God.

This  is just  a small example of the g reat  wealth 
of spir i tual  t ru th s  th a t  can be b rough t  ou t  of a 
single chap te r  if t rea ted  as a  whole and  seeing 
the central them e an d  grouping th e  rest a bou t  it. 
In ano ther  article the writer  will deal w ith  “The 
Benefits of Expository Preaching to  the Preacher .” 
DALLAS, TEXAS

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANGES 
AND SUGGESTIONS

B y  D .  S h e l b y  C o r l e t t

C O M M U N IO N  SER V IC ES

T he  service in which the sacrament of the 
L o rd ’s Supper  is observed should be a most sa­
cred service. I t  is in its very na tu re  a r i tua l­
istic service, an d  everyth ing  connected with  it 
should be of a devotional na ture .  The hym ns 
used in the service should be those which m ag­
nify- the a tonem ent  of Christ . The special music 
should be in h arm ony  with  the nature  of the 
service. The sermon should no t  be long, but  
should emphasize the purpose  of the communion 
service. If  there is a place where lightness 
should never  be tolerated it is when people are 
being invited to  the L o rd ’s table to p a r ta k e  of 
His supper. I t  is a very sacred service indeed, 
for we are com m em orat ing  the death  of Jesus, 
we should come meditating upon His sacrifice 
and  the agony connected with His crucifixion. 
T here should be a feeling of unworthiness upon 
the p a r t  of every worshiper. We should carefully 
select the h y m n s  to be used in connection with 
the call to the L ord 's  table.  “ All Things Arc 
Ready, Come to the  Feas t ,” may be a good invi­
ta t ion  song to invite sinners to God, b u t  it is 
entirely out  of place in a com m union service in 
calling G o d ’s children to par take  of the emblems 
of His broken body  and  shed blood; so is tha t  
song, “ Come and  D ine” ; I have heard  both  of 
these songs used in a com m union  service, b r in g ­
ing to me a feeling of disgust. T here is no better  
h y m n  for such purposes as “There Is  a Founta in  
Filled W ith  B lood.” “ Break T h o u  the Bread 
of Life.” The singing of the hym ns helps p re ­
pare the minds of the people for the proper 
observance of th is memoria l.  I f  the communion 
service is properly conducted  there should be no 
service of the q u ar te r  from which the worshipers 
will secure more spir itual benefit  than  from this
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service. W hen  it is not properly conducted, 
th rough  the lack of careful p repara t ion  on the 
part  of the pastor,  the worshipers have lost what 
otherwise  w ould  have been a wonderful  means 
of grace to their souls. If Jesus thought enough 
of this service to com m and us to observe it, we 
should think enough of it to give careful and 
p rayerfu l  thought  in p repara t ion  for it.

S e r  m o n  S u g g e s t i o n s  

T h e m e — The Ins t i tu t ion  of T he  Lord 's  Supper. 

T e x t — Luke 22:14-20.

T. T h e  L ast  P a sso v er  (v s .  1 4 -1 8 ) .

This presents a wonderful picture. Here is 
Christ, the Great Paschal  Lamb, partaking of 
a feast which prefigured the very event which 
was soon to take place: His crucifixion. It is 
truly the last Passover;  for it was only a m a t ­
ter  of hours until the Lamb of God was slain 
to make atonement for the sins of the world. 
A brief study of the original Passover (Exodus 
12th chapter)  will give ab u n d an t  information 
to  show how that  iamb was the type of Christ ;  
and  how Christ in His death  fulfilled it all. 
There was no further  need of a Passover.

II . T h e  L o r d ’s S u p p e r  ( v s . 19, 2 0 ) .

Here is a new feast, a Christ ian feast. I t  
s> mbolized a finished work instead of prefigur­
ing, as  the Passover did, a future event.  The 
broken bread is a symbol of His broken body. 
The juice of the fruit is a symbol of His 
shed blood, the new tes tament in His blood. 
As we par take  of it we look back to His com­
plete and perfect a tonement,  and we are made 
to  realize as we eat and d r ink  the symbols th a t  in 
our souls we arc par taking  of His spiritual life. 
Briefly tell of these benefits, and  of the m a n ­
ner in which we should par take  of this sacra­
mental service.

1 _____

T h e  m e — The Memorial  of Christ 's  Passion.

T e x t : For as o ften as ye  eat this bread, and  
drink this cup, ye do shew  the Lord 's  death  
til! he come  (1  Cor. 1 1 :2 6 ) .

I. It is Remembering Christ.

A. Not His life, I!i-  teachings, His example, 
HI, miracles, no r  anyth ing  connected with 
His life; but His death. Show how this



30 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E

event was His p r im ary  purpose for com ­
ing into the world.

B. I t  is Remembering His Broken Body. 
The bread which is broken is a symbol of 
His body th a t  was broken. And why was 
it broken— "broken for yo u "  (v. 24). E x ­
plain the significance of tha t  broken b ody ;  
what it was that  caused it to be broken, 
and how much we owe to Him because 
of it.

C. It is Remembering His Shed Blood.
The juice of the fruit  is a symbol of His 
shed blood. W h y  was it shed? W hat  
was done for us through this ac t?  In 
w ha t  way are we dependent upon this 
shed b lood?

2. This Remembrance is an Incentive to C o n ­
sistent Christian Living.

A. By the symbols of bread and  wine we 
are taught that we must depend wholly 
upon Christ  for present salvation.

B. Because of the privilege of his remem­
brance we are urged to self-examination 
(vs. 27-28). One eats unworth ily  who is 
placing dependence for salvat ion upon 
anything  else but  the broken body and 
shed blood of Christ.

3. I t  Points To His Re turn .  “ Till he come."

A. Only those who are now par takers  of
the benefits of His broken body and shed 
blood are prepared  for His coming.

T h e m e — The Blood of the New Testament.

T e x t : This is m y blood of the new testament,  
which is shed fur many  (M a rk  14:24).

I .  I t  B r i n g s  t o  u s  a  G r e a t  H igi i  P r i e s t  (Heb. 
7:25-2 7)

II .  I t  “ S p e a k e t h  B e t t e r  T h i n g s "  t h a n  t h e  

b l o o d  o r  t h e  O l d  C o v e n a n t

1. It provides for the Forgiveness of sins 
(Heb. 8:12).

2. II brings a personal  knowledge of God 
(Heb. 8:10, 11).

3. I t  offers cleansing of the conscience (Heb. 
0:14).

4. I t  provides an approach to God. as priests 
(Heb. 10:10-2.’ !.

III .  I t  P r o m i s e s  t h e  R e t u r n  o f  t h e  R e ­

d e e m e r  (Heb. 0:28).

A N  “ A D J U S T E D ” RELIG IO N

We are constantly  being reminded th a t  Chris­
t ianity must adjust itself to the needs of a 
changing age. We are told th a t  we must  reject 
old forms for fresh and vital  principles if we 
are to hold intelligent people, especially youth ,  
in our churches. M a n y  preachers an d  churches 
have adjus ted  their se rmons and services to  meet 
the alleged situation. T hey either  have robbed 
Christianity  of its power th rough  a denial  of 
its basic principles, or have so cheapened it 
through sensational preaching an d  church “ activi­
ties" th a t  it no longer appeals to the people it 
would reach. In the process of ad ju s tm en t  m any 
churches have lost their power. This  is espe­
cially true of college churches, where adminis­
t ra to rs  and custodians of “ campus rel igion” feel 
the need of being “ intellectual” and “b r o a d ­
minded" b e fo re 'a n  audience in which there is l 
sprinkling of the “ college set." W h a t  a delusion! 
No class of people today  is more desirous of a 
vigorous and  challenging religion th a n  a group 
of coTIege students. A W estern pas to r  is quoted  
in a recent n um ber  of The Biblical Review to 
the effect tha t  the religion of our campuses is 
“ nothing more than  a sociology, a K an t ian  m o­
rality tha t  lacks the  dynamic motive of G od .” 
T h a t  writer  concludes: “ Y ou th  is sick of an 
‘ad jus ted ’ religion. They  need some challenge 
tha t  will ‘knock them  o u t . ’ ” W here  can such 
a religion be found  save in th a t  revealed in the 
N ew  Testam ent  and  tes ted by hum an  experience 
for more than  nineteen h undred  years? I t  can 
meet the needs of this age, not so much by be­
coming adjus ted  to change as by ad jus ting  this 
age to the Changeless One, even Jesus Christ,  the 
same today,  yes terday and forever.— Editorial  in 
The W atch m a n  Examiner.

W H Y  M INISTERS F A IL — A  N E W  O N E

We were lunching together  at the “ Y ,” thi.' 
elder-phvsician and I. F o r  some years  he had 
served as family doctor  to his pastor,  who had 
just resigned from Old Fa i th  church. Regretfully 
commenting as to why his gentle-hearted pasto" 
had failed in leadership and influence with a 
certain group  in his congregat ion, he said:

"You know, for financial reasons, m y  pastor  
during seminary d ay s  became a starch eater* 
avoiding the more expensive cuts of meat.  He 
has continued this grooved practice of starch diet, 
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and has rejected all advice to change hi? aversion 
for meats.

“ Note how the Chinese react to their starch 
diet.  They  lack the elements of leadership. 
They  are brainy, bu t  yielding to aggressive leader­
ship in others. Contras t  them with the Britons, 
who are great beef eaters.  They lead everywhere,  
bu t  are unwilling to be led. They  can take 
blows, bu t  also give them. They  control alien 
races and  are masters  a t  colonization.

“ M y  pas to r  could not  hit out  from the 
shoulder.  His mental  diet  was the same as his 
table fare. Brainy, bu t  lacking assertive com ­
m and."

M eanwhile  my physician table-companion and 
I dusted  off the v iands from our  luncheon plates, 
beef first. I reflected th a t  perhaps the congre­
gation of Old Faith  church liked I heir rum p  roast 
too well to share with their  pas tor.

And I th ough t  hov\ helpful this “secre t” would 
be to committees seeking a new minister. Invite  
the minister-prospect  out  to a restaurant .  Watch 
his selections from the bill-of-fare. If he selects 
beef, a n d  prefers it rare, then  you will have the 
p roper  man to get rid of th a t  enemy-elder or 
trustee th a t  you would like to see th ro w n  for 
a loss. B ut  if you like to ho ld  the whip-hand  
yourself as a “boss,” avoid such a man as you 
would a  pestilence, an d  select one th a t  orders 
squashy pota toes and  mush an d  milk. By their 
diets ye can judge t h e m ! Pass the beef.— R e v . 

E m i l  B a u m a n  in T h e  Presbyterian.

A  D A N G E R O U S  H A B IT

The fault-f inding hab i t  is a bad  one. It  is 
easily acquired  and  no t  readily broken. We live 
in an imperfect  world. E very th ing  is flawed and 
defective. Inst i tu t ions all b lunder and fall 
shor t  of the ideal. Persons are all erring c re a ­
tures and  their faults give us offense. But one 
should not pay too much a t ten t ion  to the faults 
of others or to the defects of the world in which 
he lives. H e  may become a chronic fault-f inder, 
and  in th a t  case he will become a grumbler.  If 
he is not careful, he will degenerate into a 
growler. And if he growls long enough, he will 
degenerate into a snarler,  and  in the end he will 
'become a cynic. W hen  a man has become a 
cynic, he has reached the bo t tom . There is n o th ­
ing lower  than  cynicism. A cynic is of no ac­

count ei ther  to himself or to anyone else. He 
is a nuisance and  a s tumbling block. He did 
no! intend at the s ta r t  to  become a cynic. He 
began by finding fault, and the habit  grew on 
him until his mind became twisted and  his 
heart  sour.— D r . C h a s . E. J e f f e r s o x , in Gospel 
Herald.

■ '

Doran’s Ministers Manual
A Dozen Books in One

C O N T E N T S

1 0 0  S erm on  O u tlin es  
5 0  T alk s on  th e  S u n d ay  S ch o o l 

L esson  
5 0 0  C h o ice  I llu stra tion s  
2 0 0  P ra y ers and  In v o ca tio n s  

1 ,0 0 0  S u g g estiv e  T e x ts  
2 0 0  Q u o ta b le  P oem s  

5 2  S erm on s for  C hildren  
2 0 0  S eed  T h o u g h ts for  S erm on s  
2 5 0  B u lletin  Board S logan s  
2 5 0  H ym n  S e lec tio n s  

5 0  P ra y er  M eetin g  T alk s

A One-Volume Library 
For Ministers 
Price $2.50

(W e  p a y  p o sta g e )
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$1 THE DOLLAR LIBRARY <fl* |  |
ANY BOOK IN THIS LIST— $1.00 JL I

(W e pay the postage) i
T h e P rea ch er  an d  P rea ch in g

W H A T  TO PREACH— H e n ry  Sloane Coffin 
T H E  PR EA C H ER : HIS  LIFE  AND W O R K — H. 

H. J o w e t t
A GUIDE TO PR E A C H E R S— Princ ipa l  A. E. 

Garvie

I llu stra tio n s an d  O u tlin es
1001 IL LUSTRATIONS FOR P U L P IT  AND 

PL A TFO RM — Aquil la  W ebb  
10 0 0 EVANGELISTIC IL LUSTRATIONS—  

Aqui lla W ebb  
100 GREAT TEXTS AND T H E IR  TR E AT M E N T 

— F. M. Bar ton  
CYCLOPEDIA  OF SERMON O U TL IN ES FOR 

SPECIA L DAYS AND OCCASIONS— G. B. 
F. Ha l lock

CYCLOPEDIA  OF SERMON O U TLINES (S e ­
lected  Se rm ons  on all books  of the  Bible) 
— Aquil la  W ebb

C hildren’s S erm on s
300 FIVE MIN UTE SERMONS FOR CHILDREN

— Hallock
100 CHOICE SERMONS FOR C H ILDREN— G.

B. F. Hal lock

C h u rch  M ethods
PU T TIN G  T H E  CHURCH ON A F U L L  TIME 

BASIS— Beaven

D ev o tio n a l
T H E  C H RISTIAN’S SECRET OF A H A P P Y  

LIFE— Smith  
THINGS T H A T  M ATTER MOST— J o w e t t

S erm on s
T H E  W H O L E  ARMOUR OF GOD— J. H. J o w e t t  
T H E  HIGH CALLING— J o w e t t  
CONTRARY W INDS— Tay lo r  
REVIV AL SERMONS— J. W i lb u r  C hapm an  
SAM J O N E S ’ REVIVAL SERMONS 
N E W  TABERNACLE SERMONS— T. D eW it t  

T a lm age
FAST HOLD ON FA IT H — H e n ry  H ow ard  
APOSTOLIC OPTIM ISM — J. H. J o w e t t  
T H E  TEN COMMANDMENTS— H e n ry  Sloane  

Coffin
T H E  W IC K E T  GATE (S erm ons  on th e  L o r d ’s 

P r a y e r ) — G. S tu d d e r t  K ennedy 
W IT H  MERCY AND W IT H  JUD G M EN T— Alex- 

a n d e r  W h y te  
T H E  MIND OF T H E  M ASTER— Ian M acla ren  

(J ohn  W a t s o n )
100 REVIVAL SERMONS AND OU TL IN ES— F. 

M. Bar ton
HIGHW AYS OF T H E  H E A R T — M orrison  
T H E  G ATE W AYS OF T H E  STARS— M orrison

E v a n g e lism
T H E  EVANGELISTIC  CYCLOPEDIA— G. F. B. 

Hal lock
300 EVANGELISTIC  SERMON OU TL IN ES—  

Aquil la  W ebb  
T H E  PASTOR HIS OW N EVANGELIST 
100 REVIV AL SERMONS AND OU TL IN ES— F. 

M. B ar ton
P ara b les and M iracles

T H E  PAR ABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR— William 
M. T a y lo r

T H E  MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR— W illiam 
M. Tay lo r

P ra y er
LORD, TEACH US TO PR A Y — A lexander  

W h y te
T H E  W IC K E T  GATE (S erm ons  on  the  L o r d ’s 

P r a v e r ) — G. A. S tu d d e r t  Kennedy.
W H A T  DID JESU S R E A LL Y  TE ACH A B OU T 

P R A Y E R — Pell

T e n  C om m an d m en ts
TH E TEN COMMANDMENTS- 

Coff in
- H e n r y  Sloane

F o r  S p ec ia l D a y s
100 BEST SERM ONS FOR SPECIAL DAYS 

AND OCCASIONS— G. B. F. Hal lock  
CYCLOPEDIA  OF SERMON O U TL IN ES FOR 

SPECIAL DAYS AND OCCASIONS

F u n er a l H elp s
FU N ER A L SERM ONS AND OU TL IN ES— W il ­

liam E. K e tch am  
1000 TH O U G H T S  FOR FU N E R A L  OCCASIONS 

— F. M. B ar ton

F o r  th e  M id -W e e k  S erv ice
100 PRA Y ER MEETING TA L K S AND PLANS 

— F. M. B ar ton

F o r  th e  C om m u n ion  S e r v ic e
HOLY COMMUNION C Y CLOPEDIA— G. B. F. 

Hallock
IN T H E  BREAKING OF BREAD— J am e s  I. 

Vance

Bitale C h aracters
SERMONS ON BIBLICAL C HARAC TE RS—  

Clovis G. Chappell  
MORE SERM ONS ON BIBLICAL CHARACTERS 

— Clovis G. Chappell  
TH E  TRAIN IN G OF T H E  T W E L V E — A. B. 

B r r c e
R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  MEN OF T H E  BIBLE—  

George  M atheson  (3 Volum es)
MEN W H OM  JESU S MADE— W. M ack in to sh  

M ackay
BIBLE TY P E S OF MODERN MEN— W. M a c k ­

in tosh  M ackay  
BIBLE T Y P E S  OF MODERN W O M E N — W.

M ack in to sh  M ackay  
PA U L  OF TAR SUS— T. R. Glover 
DAVID KING OF ISRAEL— W ill iam  M. T a y lo r  
PA U L  T H E  MISSIONARY— W. M. T ay lo r

Jesu s C hrist
T H E  TRIAL AND DEA T H  OF J E SU S CHRIST 

— J am e s  S ta lk e r  
T H E  CROSS IN CHRISTIAN E X P E R IE N C E —  

W. M. Clow 
G R EA TE ST T H O U G H T S A B OU T JESU S 

CHRIST— J. G i lch r is t  Law son  
T H E  HUMILIATION OF CH RIST— A. B. B ruce

T h e S u n d ay  S ch o o l
T H E  SUNDAY SCHOOL TE A CH E R  AND T H E  

BOOK— W. F. Berger  
H O W  CAN 1 LEAD MY P U P IL S  TO  CHRIST?

— E. L. Pell 
T H E  SUNDAY SCHOOL TE A CH E R  AS A 

SOUL W IN N E R — W. F. B erger  
MY MESSAGE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL W O R K ­

ERS— M arion L a w ran ce
Y o u n g  P e o p le

JU S T  OVER T H E  H IL L— M a r g a r e t  S la t t e ry
M isce lla n e o u s

PE RS O NA L P O W E R — Stidger

N aza ren e  P u b lish in g  H o u se , 2 9 2 3  T r o o st A v e ., K an sas C ity , M o.


