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THE MATTER AND THE SPIRIT OF THE SERMON

By the Editor

HERE is a distinction, between the sermon and the message, you
know. There may be a good sermon and a weak message, or there may
be a clear, strong message and but a poor sermon. For the sermon

refers rather to the matter and form of the preacher’s address, while the mes-

sage is the heart and soul. The preacher preaches a sermon, but hie delivers
the message. It should never be said that the prcacher preaches a message.
In like manner there is a wide distinction between the matter and the spirit
of the sermon. -

@ At a conference of preachers in Cincfrihati, years ago when Wilbur
Chapman was holding meetings in that city, one of the preachers asked the
great evangelist how he; found materia! for so much evangelistic preaching.
The evangelist replied that any good preaching becomes evangelistic preach-
ing when it is permeated with the evangelistic spirit. He said he planned, to
preach on a theme that very evening which ordinarily would not be consid-
ered an evangelistic theme. But he said he felt that the theme was scriptural
and that the people needed to hear it. That evening he preached on such a
theme as a pastor might use on a Sunday morning, but there was power and
pathos in his ~ppeal and the revival continued unabated.

It is:of course necessary that the preacher shall give attention to the

matter of his preaching; It is not possible for one to preach instructively un- .
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less he is himself also a learner. It is not possible for a preacher to hold the .

attention of his people unless he himself is a thinker and comes to the pulpit
with his mind well filled as well as well trained. Still the matter of the ser-
mon is second in importance to the spirit of the Sermon.

It has long been observed that the people consciously or unconsciously
absorb the spirit of the preacher. If he is argumentative they will soon be-
come likewise “heady™ in the form of their religion. If he is Speculative and
sensational they will become likewise. If he is ritualistic and formal they will
take on his ways. And if he is truly spiritual and fervent they will give them-
selves to prayer and to searching for the will and revelation of God.
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There is something incongruous about the'situation when the pastor Conies up to
the District Assembly and reports that he is in fine shape spiritually and is .loyal to
, fhe program of (bp church, bift his people are. backslidden and will not co-opcrate.
'One would Jiave to doubt the efficiency of the pastoral office to be able to: accept this,
unless-the pastor is just a newcomer on that particular field. , 1
But it is a mistake la suppose that some particular line of instruction will estab-
fish the people and keep them spiritual and fervent. It is as true now as ever that
“the letter Killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” Who is a good preacher? Oh, there are
various standards by which it is custontary to measure preachers, but | think we have
said enough when we have said he is a good preacher who preaches “as a dying man
to dying mCn" in thij unction and fervency of the Spirit. For even-though the matter
used by such a preacher may be commonplace, the spirit which possesses hinj so large-
ly compensates that all men will testify that; a.prophet is, among them— whether they
shear or whether they forbear. May | not ask that we all look carefully once’more into
the question of the spirit of our preaching? ", t

THE PASTOR AND HIS DENOMINATION
j By Tin: Kditok

.The other day | received it letter from a preacher who has never, to my knowl-
edge, served a churcfj as pastor or made any,particular contribution in service to our
denomination. Hut his health is hot good now and he is,not employed and he wonders
if it would be possible for the General Church to help him. Of course the church
will help him, if it can, but it would bc“much more able to-.help him and others like
him if this brother had-waked up about twenty years‘ago.. If he had seen the im-
portance of co-operating witli. his denomination and had given tliat co-operation in
time, the.denomination would have known him better and would have had more ability,
to bear his burdens with him.

Of course almost any preacher expects his brethren in the ministry, especially
his superintendents, to help him get a new location when “the house falls down on
his head,*and he must “move on.”. Hut if that same pastor, in the days of.his popu-
larity, was known to be unduly given to criticism and slow to adopt the plans of the
church for the enlargement of .the work, it is just naturally .more difficult-to find him
a good location. * ' .

| speak from experience in the Church of the, Nazarcne; | have
a District Superintendent with the following speech without getting some kind of a
response: “Brother A-— ; over here on a neighboring district is going to move. He
is a loyal brother and successful in his work. He attends the District Assemblies and
District Conventions, and is always ready to contribute to the measure of his ability
to all the programs of the district and general church! He finds a way to raise his
budgets, and plays fair iiv taking on his share every limb. He is a district and de-
nominational man, as well as a good pastor.” When | have been able to say some-
thing like this, | have had a District Superintendent say, "l need that man. | do not
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have a place for him just now. Could he fit into a home rmssionary program and-raise
up a church? J have a good man'on the district who wants to move and should move,
and if | had a place for him, 1 would take this pastor of whom you speak. | do not
want to lose the man 1 have. He is not a home mission man, however, ahd.if | could
get a church started, he could take it and build it up.”

Of course 1 know there are higher motives in the Christian service than mere
denominational loyally, liut I know also that higher motives may and should involve
and include this inlermediate one. There is room for but small success for any nian

. who attempts to work alone. and the character of all “broad-gauged” service which is.

possible to undenominational and interdenominational service is such that it does not
appeal to a man who longs to see definite results: A big crowd and much publicity are
very pleasing to many. Hut our observation is tluit these are often the bribes paid for
an indefinite testimony and shallow nu'thods. And our-further observation is that they
do not satisfy a good man oii to the end of his days. And one of the pathetic sights one
sees is that of a man grown old in a form of service which was largely veneer, at-
tempting to.change to a more permanent form late in his life.

Membership in and loyalty to a denomination are not directly connected with

the'question of personal salvation. :Hut they are connected with usefulness and sue- m

cess in the service of the Lord. The difference between a mob and an army is that the
army is organized. Hut by the mere fact that there is this difference, an army of fifty

. .is equal to a mob of.a thousand in fighting ability.

In all that I am saying, | am not thinking of a mere blind and servile surrender
to “the powers that be.I No self-respecting man could submit to such a plan as that.*-
Rather | speak of that intelligent and whole-hearted co-operation winch is possible
only-when.two or more men have thought their problems through and arrived at the
same ‘conclusion -arid'have.then set in purposely “to ktiep the unity,of the Spirit in
the bonds of peace.” just let the fact become known that a‘ preacher is sour and

vgrouchy and fault-finding and noncd-operative and there is little anyone can do to
save him from himself. .He is digging a pit and the decree is that’he must fall into it,.
A preacher had better find the denomination in which he can work whole-heartedly,
and then he had better work that way from morning until evening.

DEVOTIONAL

A STANDARD F6R THE PEOPLE

/a t HIS feems to bu prophetic of us and the

By A M, Hn.is’ * | tiroes in which "we live. The banner is

. "Thou ha* givrn'-a'-binrr ta them ‘"that /«,'

truth” (Psalm 60:4), . -.truth." . ,
“Uft WP 4 standard jor the ’people. Behold, s:lIV3tion and Uslull re-
ihe Lord hath proclaim'd- unto .the. end'of (he:' in “ [*ple so distinct and peculiar that they

nurttf, Soy ye to the -daughter of.Zipn,. Behold - call .them The holy people! ,

manifestly the standard of holiness which
thee, thatU tnny be displayed brrmm of the , should he disphved to alt the earth because ot its

thy salvttthn cometh ... Ami they skull cull them, Has nol the mKosjyd of full salvation come?

The holy peopleZ. (Isa. <2l6, 11, 1J):

Has not; the .banner 'of holiness been committed
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.to 3 people to be displayed to all "the earth be- your standard of living till you arc out of har-
cause of its truth? Have not some authors, cdi- mony with God.

tors, missionaries, evangelists, publisher?, super- ' A man once lived whom God pronounced per-
intendcnts, secretaries, presidents and professors fect—it was Job. Hut the devil reviled him, “O
hat! a definite call to lift up a definite standard YOu have greatly'blessed him and he is serving
of Christian living that will in time develop a peo- YOU for what he can get out of you: but take
ple that will be called in love, orNbranded in hate, from him his wealth and he will curse you to your
“The.holy rEorLE.”? face.” The Lordf said unto Satan, “Behold, all
that he hath is’in thy [rawer;- only on himself
put' not forth thine hand.” The devil went forth
in glee and stripped him of Ins flocks and herds,
his sons and daughters. But Job stood amid the
wreck of his wealth and exclaimed, "The Lord
gave and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be
the name of the Lard I”

The devil, returned and said, “Yes, . , . blit put
forth thine band and afflict him, and he will curse
thee to thy face,” “Very well,” said God, “he is in
thy hand: Do your worst, only spare his life,"

So Job was smitten with unutterable physical
agony and suffering for many days. mHis wife,
who ought to have been a help to him, bade, him,
"“curse Gpd and die,” His friends that came to
comfort him, armed with a foolish theory that a
good man could never lie so afflicted, began to

Certainly the time has come, and the people
are here. Denominations bear witness. Vast holi-
ness conventions give evidence. Annual and
quadrennial assemblies testify. - Groups of sthrifty
and ever growing colleges, weekly. religious papers,
and vast publishing houses and missionary move-
ments that really move, are monumental facts,
proving/- that God has kept His word, and holl~ -
ness, even though maligned by Satan and hated
and opposed by the sons of Belial, is nevertheless
here:

It is certainly prpper to make plain to those
who have been misinformed or unwisely preju-
diced on this subject what God’s standard really
is. Many arc inclined to go to one of two ei-v
trcmes: either to place the standard too high, or.

too low. Jo.hn Wesl_ey once §a|d, “If 1 set the m slander him and torture his hea{t, and eihort
mark too.high | drive men'into needless fear;

X X i ", him to lay aside his hypocrisy and confess his
if | set It too low I drive men into hell fire.” ; sins.- But Job declared he would die before he
The truth lies between the extremes. m' i

would give up his profession of righteousness.
And as to his confidence jn God, he said, “Though

I. Note When the Standard Is Too Hich. he slay me yet Will | trust, him.2

L When you make it mean absolute perfec- | the end God endorsed the moral integrity
tion in the. external life as measured by human  of job, and made his accusers come forward for
judgment. | have heard it said in prayermeet- prayers. The truth is, we judge .by outward ap-
ing, “Show me an individual who has a perfcct pearances, and God judges by the heart. We see
life and | will believe the doctrine,” | know a the acts of others, affected by errors of judgment,

great theologian who has written in the same pjsinformation and limitations of faculties. But
way. There probably was never a person in the  God looks beyond all these to the inner being and
world who, in the judgment of those around him, wmhe motives of the heart. Some people cannot see
lived a perfect Ufe. There vyas a man once— ; much in the.character of Job today. His contem-
the Lord Jesus Christ—who did live before men  poraries couldnt. They thought he was an old
a faultless life—"holy, harmless, undefiied, ,sepa- - hypocrite.; The devil had no con/idencc in his
rate from sinners,” But His own brothers and perfection; but God had confidence in it, and
sisters seemed not to appreciate Him until .He that settled it.

rose from the dead and ascended to heaven. The injaUibilily is not a fruit, of grace and never
people among whom He lived and for whom He  was and never can be. Human judgments make
.died had no use for Him, and declared that He o allowance for human frailties or limitations;

had a devil and was mad. They finally nailed" pyt “God knoweth our frame and rcmembereth
Him to a cross to be rid of Him. that we are dust.” n

Now if Jesus, "the holy One" could nut Jive.a God said to Abralmm, “Walk before me and
life that Would gain the.approbation of men, m be thou [lerfect.” Why didn’t He say, “Walk be-
nobody else need ever expect to do it. The only fore Sarah and Lot and the immortal three hun-
way to secure (he applause of ail men is to lower dred servants, and the Canaanitcs,and be per-

. o Coa
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feet'l? Oh, alt, of them, even old Sarah, might,
have had their private doubts about it, but Ab-
raham might live and measure up to Gdd’s
standard, if- not to .man’s; So when you- make
the standard of holiness to.mean living an-extcr- '
cal life in which men can detect no flaw or
blemish* your standard is too high, ,

2.
holiness to mean.exemption from temptation, or
fhe possibility of falling. People are often heard
lo ask, “How can people who are free from sin
be tempted?” The question can be at least si-
lenced by asking others: how were our first’
parents, Adam ancl Eve, in their sinless ignorance,
tempted?. How was the Holy Son of God tempt-
ed who never had sin? We arc told in the blessed

.Rook, “Wc have not a high priest that can not

fee touched with the feeling of our infirmities but
one that hath -been in all points tempted like as
(we are, yet) without sin" (Heb; 4:15, 16). Wc'
may 5ny ivfjrd about' this remarkable verse.
The words in the parentheses above arc not.in
the Greek, but were inserted by.the translators,
probably a grave mistake. It makes better sense .
and is. trufr to fact: to insert 'the one word
ftliose), "He Was templed in all points'like as
(those) without sin”—Iike all holy people ajrc
tempted. “Me suffered, being tempted,” and so
ran holiness people, whether some critic can ex-
plain it or not. But He did not sin, neither do we
tired-to sin.

Oihers ask, “How is. it possible for people to
sin who have had-all depravity taken from them
by sanctifying grace?" Wc meet that question,
also by another: How was it possible for a third
part of the anEels to sin? They may have dwelt
in heaven in perfect holiness a million years, for
aught wc know: but somehow they found it pos-
sible to sin and fall. So the Bible and sad hu-
man experience make it perfectly manifest that
it is still possible for holy beings to fall.

Rut it is a matter of great joy and devout
thanksgiving that thp sanctified are'not so liable
lo fallals they were before sanctification. The
reason is plain. The carnal mind; is the devil’s
mind, It is enmity to God and everything good.
“It i> not subject to the 'law of God, neither
indeedlcan it be: and they that are in: the flesh
cannot-please God.” This devils mind is a traitor
in the citadel of one’s soul, steadily opposing ev-
ery heavenly influence of the Holy Spirit, resist-
ing every good resolution, nullifying every solemn
Vow, chilling every passionate longing for .bet--'

terment, defealing every prayer, blighting .every
aspiration, slaying every holy hope. It will not
be trained into submission to the sweet will of
God, but is forever breaking out into'stubborn
rebellion. The simple rcasonls, it is the malignity \
of hell the disposition of the bottomless pit.
Therefore, he whoilhas the carnal mind still in-

.Wc. make the same mistake when we make festing biro will fall far more easily lhan he"who.

has a clean heart, and is filled with the Holy
Spirit. ' (-

.1, .Somj; IVr Tin. Stanms/j of Holiness To0O
Low. Titnv Do It— ! 1

1. Who deny, two works of grace, and call
justification and regeneration holiness.

Justification is that governmental act of God
by which, on condition of the sinner's repentance
of sin and faith in the atoning Savior, lie par-
dons his sins, remits the penalty, restores him to
the divine favor, ami treats him as if he .had
never sinned.

Regeneration is.the work of Clod and man co-
operating, for which man resolutely tusps from
a life of self-gratification and makes the supreme
choice to live for the glory of God and the good
of beifigi having been incited thereunto by the
Holy Spirit, who graciously inclined him to the
love of God and. holiness. . ,

But both of these blessings, which arc contem-

poraneous, are not all that a soul needs, nor all
that God, has provided for us. He still says to
those who have been justified and regenerated,
“This is the will o( God, even your sanctification"
(1 Thess. 4:.1). For a man can be justified and
horn again; and still fie infested with fierce ap-
petites ahd lusts, left over from his old nature
and wicked life.
. Sanctification is that work of the Holy Spirit
whereby the justified and regenerated soul is
cleansed from his depravity and "made holy. Who-
ever denies. or gpposes this second work of grace
lowers God’s standard of salvation.'

2. Those also do it .who teach in a superficial
way two works of grace, but deny that the
Holy Spirit can or docs cleanse the heart of its
-inbred sin in this life, 1

Moody taught “The Holy. Spirit for Service,”
but denied His cleansing. Torrey followed and
taught “The Holy Spirit for. Power,” and put
this in one of hisbooks; “There is a line of tcaciir
ing on this subject that leads men to expect that
if they reccive the baptism with the Spirit the
old carnal nature wilt be eradicated: There is not
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a line oi Scripture to,support this posiliog." Now
listen to Acts 15:8,' 9, “And God who knoweth

. the hrait,- bare them Witness, 'giving them the
Holy Spirit by
faitiil” Now why did that diftifr brother so rash-
my contradict the inspired Word inf God in regard
to such a vital truth? Oh, he was blindly riding

cleansing tirem hkahts

a fad, and dodging' the' scriptural doctrine oi
holiness, and pleasing' the arch enemy of all
truth | 1

1 Those, lower (he standard Uho ttvich lhe.
Keswick doctrine of necessary and continuous
sinfulness, and suppression of carnality, instead
' of teaching the removal oi it, and heart cleans-
inp. God says in Romans 6:18? 1$. V., "Bring madt
free from .the, sin (principle] ye become servants
.of righteousness.” And in Romans 6:22, R. V., “liut
now, (iriiti made free from the sin (principlel ... yi.l'
have your fruit Unto'sanctification, and the end
eternai.life." Romans 8:2, “For,the law.'of the'
spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made-me free
from Me .law.of.sin (principlel.V 1 Jiilini1:7,"If
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-we walk in the liitht*. . . the blood of Jesus his
Son clemiseth us .front'all J>” 1 John 1:9, “It
we confcss our sirisj he is faithful and righteous
to . forgive us' our sins |first blcssingl and to
cleanse us from ;il! unrighteousness |second bless-
ingl."

In contrast with the above is this from. Kep-
u-ick, "N o man con be free from 8in while in .this
life. . 4. Sin must indiyell us to the last moment
of uur lives." Another (aught, "It is ever taught
at Keswick that there arc to.the very last hour:
of our life powers nf corruption within every
man which defile his very best'deeds .and give
to. his holiest efforts the nature of sin.” Surely
liUre is a(t unbihlital lirand of holiness, “which
is not free from sin to the Very last hour of lifel” .
It certainly is not the kind 'Peter held up in 1
Peter 1:15, R. V., "l.ike <« hr who hath called
you is holy, le yc yourselves'ako holy in all man-
ncr-of living,” (Kith verse) "becailse it is written,
Ye shall he luily for I am holy.” Let us seek
.Gods kind,". .

EXPOSITION AL
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MESSAGES FRX>M ISAIAH'—THE .
STATESMAN PROPHET
By Olive M. Winchester, Tii. D.
The Prophet™ Call.
“Holy as thou, O Ltord, is none;
Thy holiness is all thine own;
A drop of that unbounded sen
, JS ?2UM* A drop derived from thee."
—Wesix V.
MONG the prophets of old there stands
one figure which rises above the others;
his vision of God is. more serene; his
sense of sin the more poignant; his outlook on
the world more extensive; his' proclamation of
salvation the more universal and his delineation
of the coming Messiah the more complete. This
was the prophet Isaiah.
' It, was in the year thal king Uzziah died that
the.prophet received his call. U?ziah hud'been an
able ruler, strong in. War. and in peace. Through
his military conquests his.fame spread abroad even
to the land of Egypt. He reorganised :his army

m :infl provided

equipment, «o-lhal. his forcca.
(- defensewere increased. He improved the
country, building towers-for the protection of
his flocks and herds and cultivating the [and for
m(he production of grapes.-. From a religious stand-'
point he was devoted to the .worship of the God
iof his fathers. While he was guilty, of. one trans-

fircssion near the close of his life, yet; throughout
his reign, the worship of.Jehovah, had becn main-
tained. Yet with the incoming'of prosperity into,
the land naturally many evils would fall in the
wake. Jeroboam Il was on the throne in the
northern kingdom which'likewise was enjoying a
period of prosperity. In both kingdoms there was
fasti developing an'itile rich class which bore it-
self in hauteur toward the poor of the lapd and
indulged itself in many luxuries; Moreover also
inboth kingdoms there was the tendency to ob-;
serve elaborate ritualistic .ceremonies while the
real essentials of righteousness and truth were
neglected. It was in the*midst of such conditions
that (he word of the i,ord came to Isaiah.
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A Vision of God

As the opening words of the vision which Isaiah
saw break in upon us, we see at once the most
absorbing thought of <he vision, We arc not told
under what circumstances this revelation was
vouchsafed. U may have been, yea, it is quite
probable, that .Isaiah har! gone lo-the temple at
one of the hourts of prayer, and lingering in com-
munion the Lord appeared unto him in” glory
and majesty. It has ever been that deeper reve-
lations of 'divine'truth have come to God's chil-
dren as they have'lingered in His presence; so
it no doubt was thus with the prophet.
. As he tarried there in the presence of Cod, his
whole soul enwrapped and lost in-wonder, his
spirit rising in exaltation to heights that it had
never experienced before, there comes befpre him
the wbndrous vision.. As Hastings describes, “The
scene which Isaiah beholds in the heavenly palace
of Jehovah’s sovereignly, .is modeled upon,' but
'mnot a copy of,-His'earthly temple at Jerusalem:
‘l saw the Lord sitting upon a throm1 high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple*’ The
comparatively small adyton of the temple bn Zion
is indefinitely expanded, the lofty throne takes,
the place of the mercy-scat, the skirts of the royal
mantle, falling in ample folds, fill the spate about
and below the throne, and conceal from the be-
holder, standing beneath,- the unapproachable’
form seated upon it. The two colossal cherubim”

" whose extendi*! wings overshadowed the ark in

m the holy of holies, arc absent, and there apjiears

. -thrgne:

' the vision for the house of God,

.instead a choir of living creatures, encircling the
'Seraphim stood above hup: each had
six wings; with twain he covered his face, and

. with twain he covered his feet, and with twain lie '

did fly." . . 1

m mWhile many of the prophets had sublime con-
ceptions of God, yet none attained to such sub-.
limity of'thought as Isaiah, A man’s view of God

colors his whole viewpoint of life. Is it not alto-

gether probable that the vision of Gild received

by. Isaiah on this day. in "the temple determined

his conceptions of deity and worship throughout

all his ministry? He saw .the Lord “high and

lifted up.l, He saw deity -transcendent, exalted

in glory and majesty. Then he saw;the train

filling the temple. God was within' thfc temple

and filling evtry part. Herein the prophet caught

It was to be

filled with the presence of God. VVhat a contrast,
to the temple at that time filled with worshipers

®

‘ft sense of sin.

who even though they brought theii sacrifices

had iniquity- abounding in their hearts!

Not .only did the visions comprehend the ma-
jesty lit God, His transcendence and also His
immanence in the midst rtt His people in the
temple,” but it revealed His glory. Thc*-angclic
figures, ever symbolic of divine glory, were inl
attendance. They called-one to another, “Hoiy,
holy, holy,‘is Jehovah of hosts." Curtis ays that
the holiness of. God is a more profound truth
than His existence anil Hastings in speaking of
holiness as an attribute of deity, observes that it
"denoted fundamentally a state of freedom from
all imperfection, specially from all moral impcr-
fection; a state, moreover realized with such in-,
tensity as to imply not only the'absence of evil,
but antagonism to it. It is more than goodness,
more than purity, more than righteousness: it
expresses beside the recoil from everything which
is their opposite. This is the scffsc which the word
bears throughout. Scripture." but it was not inL
the temple that the glory of Got! was thus mani-.
fested it extended out through the. whole earth,
The manifestatioh was not limited to' the Jewish

economy, but comprehended all men. In’ Isaiah
as in no other prophet there is expressed the
thought, of the universality of salvation. It was

here that he saw the whole earth filled with the
gfory nf Got!,1and caiipht the vision of universal
hope for mankind.

A Vision of SiS; LU -
Looking ,upon the purity of the divine right-
eousness and seeing the manifestation of the di-:
vine holiness, with the trembling of the founda-
tions \>f the temple and filling of the house with
smoke, there stole into the heart of.the prophet
When we tarry in the presence m
of God and receive’a.vision of His holiness, then
it is that we begin to see ourselves, and the hid-
den sins of our heart are revealed. He realized
his own sin and the sin of the people. He would
confc-M both. J)ut acknowledging his sin, straight-
way one of the seraphim flew with a living coal
from' off the altar and touched his mouth saying,
“Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine ini-
quity, is taken away, and thy sin purged." “The
Syriac Fathers are said lo have regarded ,the burn-
ing coal as the symbol of the Incarnate Son of
God; and we may well see a profound: fitness in
the symbolism. The burning coal in Isaiah’ vision
purged away his disabling undpanness, and in-
spired him with the will and the power to obey
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the call of God. This twofold .grace of purifica-
tion anil inspiration is the gift of the Incarnate
Snn to His brethren. The gospel-indeed includes
a narrative which might seem the Christian coun-
terpart of Isaiah's record of vocation. The Yevcla-
lion of God to an apostle is realized through the
same cycle of spiritual experiences.. First convic-
tion of sin, then consciousness of pardon; finally,
a clear, commission. Simon Peter, when lie saw
the si®n which discovered the Presence of the
. Incarnate, fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, Depart
from me, for.J am a sinful man, 0 Lord . .. and
.Jesus said unto Simon, Fear, not; from henceforth
thou shalt catch men.”—H, H. Henson.

A Vision of Service '

- With his heart prepared the prophet was now

ready to hear the call of God to service. The
fundamental requisites to prepare him for such a
call had been given, namely, a profound vision of
God, a deep understanding of the attributes of
the divine Being, and a vision of self and the inner
recesses of the heart. Thcreufjon 'he was prepared
to hear the voice of God as it comes with, its
challenge to Christian service. In this instance, the

, call was extended through a question, *Whom
shall | send, and who wilt go for us?” There lay
out! before the prophet a need summoning him

m to response. It was not a command that was
given, but the call of need. Straightway he makes
answer, "Here;am |I; send me.”

Not only did the prophet need the preparation
mfor .this call of God but lie needed such a vision
that he might be strengthened to meet the call
as it unfolded in its results. He was not called

that many might listen to his. word and hasten '

to its summons, nay, rather on the other hand,
he was called to. tell the people that 'while they
were hearing yet it was not with understanding
mheart and while they were seeing they did not
really enter into the full perception of the truth.
. His mission in proclaiming the real nature of right-
eousness- and worship would not bring response
from the people, but would make them the more
dull of hearing and their hearts the more unre-
sponsive. [ ]

mAs he views this calling, this turning of a peo-
ple from the message (hat he was sent to pro-
claim, there is little wonder that the prophet made
inquiry, “Lord, how long?” In the mind no doubt
there would be the questioning if throughout his
ministry this would be the only result that would

be attained, would there never be a turning unto
the Lord, would they never worship Jehovah of
hosts? How long would this endure.? Then comcs
the answer, "Until cities lie waste without in-
habitant, and houses vj*hout man, and the land
become utterly wasteland Jehovah have removed
men far away, and. the forsaken places he many
in the midst of the land.” There is no relief'in
the dark picture. Gnr and on'.he must proclaim
..his message but yet -the ‘people will not'bear and
this will continue until the land shall be desolate,
the people will be removed, from hencc for their
sin anil iniquity. The only suggestion of hope is
that there may be a remnant, a holy seed left
. from all the ruin and wreckage. As Kirkpatrick
remarks, it was a crushing task. Then speaking
~Anf the nature of the mission and the doom Upon;
the, people; he .says, “It is a stem sentence, But
the nation was already insensible, deaf and blind.
Gods message must fail upon urireceptive ears,1
and it is a fixed law'of the divine economy that
calls to .repentance, messages of. grace, allgood
motions and impulses,- do but harden tlic hearts
of thuse who will.not yield to them. Individual?
would no doubt hear, anti repent. But. the nation
as a whole was spiritually dead. lIsaiah's ministry

-would but confirm the obdurate mass of the peo-.

pie iii its obduracy.”

Thus the greatest of all prophets looked forth
upon his calling. He had no vision that his-mes-
sages should’go forth down .through the ages
bringing their notes of hope and faith, sounding
forth from the prophetic era like a gospel theme.
He saw visions of Zion redeemed in a future
time, but. he saw only, a few followers to listen
to his message in his own "age.. Yet he did not
shrink from the call. Being given hy God, vouch-
safed with a vision of the divine glory with a
revelation of the most profound divine attributes,
he accepts its summons no matter how great the
task. ,

I1loMiixTtcAt- Suggestions . =

This passage has many texts useful for dif-
ferent themes. There is first thtv tribute of the
seraphim, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts:
the whole earth is full of his glory.” From this'
text one might preach upon the subject, “Holiness,
the supreme attribute of Deity.” From this-
thought one could build the fact that holiness as
the supreme attribute of Deity would necessarily
demand that holiness be the goal in the’-'redemp-
tion of man,. Another text is found in verse 5,

®)
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whcre Isuiah exclaims, "Woe is mel for |.am
undone; hecausc | am n man of unclean lips.”
Here we could have as a theme, “An awakening
consciousness to sin,’”? As divisions we could note
the cause for such awakening, the knowledge that

, it entailed and the remedy. Then il .ope should -
desire a missionary text, verse 8 would serve the
purpose well. Here we have the voice of the Lord
extending thi?' challenge,- the response and thp

commission.

HOMILET1CAL

SERMONS FOR JANUARY
By L. T. CorLett

The month of January offers the pastor a
wonderful opportunity lo direct the thinking of
his people for the year, Jt is a time of making
of resolutions that, in tile majority of eases, in-
cluilc a desire and purpose to do better living
during the coming year. The preacher should
challenge .'his people (0o something definite in the
thought life for the year, New Year’s day, which
fnlls oh Sunday this year, is a golden opportun-
ity for tile pastor, to preach a Sermon that will
lift the horizon of. his people, cause them to
,forget the failures, of the- past year, and move
them to go into the new year with a determin-
ation to do more for God's causc than ever be-
fore.

January 1. Morning Sermon
The Good Freirr (1 Timothy 6:12).
I. I ntroduction
a. New Year’s day.
1. A time of making of new resolutions.
2. Time of seeking new objectives.
3. A time of stronger decisions, m
b. Christian needs to plan for better, things.
1. More progress.
2. Greater activity,
3, Advancement in spiritual things.
.c. Christian should plan to be a better sol-
dier.
II. The Good Fight of Faith .
a. Life this year will be a Bght.
1. Serious business:
2. Demands strict obedience to'orders.
3. Requires concentration in following.
m ¥ Anticipates activity in the conflict.
b. It is a' good fight.
1. Best of generals—Jesus Christ,
2. Best of helps—The Armor of God,
3 Best of promises—The Word .nf God.

4. Best of issues, and results—salvation of

« others,
5. Docs good to the soul of the'one who ‘i
fights. .

6. Does good to the world.
7. Ends in glorious-reward for all who
fight.
c. Fight,of faith.
1. Unseen foes.
2. Unseen helps.
;.3 Unseen outcome.
4 .-Unseen, rewards. -
5. An. active positive believing.
(a) Keeping God in contact with the

1 = soul
(b) Believe the promises and stand on
. .them. =

(c) No crecd, no faith; no faith,’ no
fight; no fight, no victory.
6. Weapons of faith,
m (a) Offensive warfare'(2 Cor. .10:4).
(b) Shield, of faith.
(c) Love, patience® godliness, etc., all
parts of weapons used.
d. Objective for which to fight.
1. “Lay hold on eternal life.T
(a) Get it, possess it.
(b) Get it Into the soul, be yourself
alive in God.
(c) Watch over it, guard it, value it,
2. In.fighting for God, eternal life is cer-
tain.
Ill. The Rewards
a. A Crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8).
b. Reigning with Christ (2 Tim. 2:11, 12).

> January 1. Night Sermon
Paul's Secret of Success
(1 Cor.- 2:2)
I. Intuodijjction

a. Paul gives various viewpoints in his writ-

(<)
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ings of the foundation of his success,
b. The principles that Rave him success \viU
help each person in this (lay. ,
I1.. A Setixed Determination (1 Cor. 2;2).
a, Guides the. mind.
1. Keeps God first.
..2, Gives the proper” viewpoint of human-

’

> m i(y.
b. Stabilizes the life.
11J. Obedient to Goo .(Acts 26:19; 24:16).
a. A desire to please God, and a purpose to
follow Him.
b. Kept God on His side, assured 'him of.
God's favor and blessing,
IV. Completely Hidden W ith Chkist in God
a. Recognized his body as the temple of the
Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:19,'20). ]
b! Crucified with Christ (Gal. 2.20).
c. Risen with Christ, hidden in Christ (Col:

3:1-3).
V: Proper Objectives .
a. The extent and benefit of trials, troubles,

afflictions, etc.
o o(:1?, 1HI. ,
b.'Service lo pod. ;
1. Promised strength (Phil. 4:13).
, 2, Laborers together with Christ (I Cor.
m3:0).
,3, Ambassadors for Christ.{2 Cor, 5:20),
' ¢. Scrvtec for.others (Romans 1:14, 1S),
VI. Propeh .Conceitios of Death
a. A vanquished enemy (I Cor.. 15:55-57).
b. Entrance intomheaven and rewards. (2
Tim. 4:6-8; 2 'Gor/ 5:1).

(Rom Cot.

January 8— Morning Sermon
Continual,Strength
1= ,:<isa.40:28-31) !
1, INTRODUCTION
a. Every. Christian wants to live, for God.
. 'b. God is interested.
1" He will help and assist.
2 He promises strength.
I, The Source, ot Strength—God
.a. What is.He?;
1.'Everlasting God.
2. Creator,
3. The Lord*—Sustainer, Provider.
4. He has unlimited strength both as to
power and endurance.
5. There ,is no end of .searching ot.Hi*
understanding.
b. What He has done.
1, In the universe.
(a) Created the ends of the earth.

=(10)

<ij) Measurcs the waters, in the hollow
of His hand.

(cj Comprehended .the dusl i, the
earth in a balance; weighed the
mountains'in scales and the .hills
in balances.

(d) Stretched, the heavens out as a
curtain.

m(e) Sustaining life.

2. To His people.
fa) Walked with Enoch,
(b) Gave the promised land to Abra-
. ham and his seed.

*(c) Gave Moses the details of ruling 1

i " nation.

.fd) Told Joshua how to take a strong
city and conquer a land.

(e) Many other illustrations in biblical
_history and present time exper-
iences.

c. What He promises tu do.

1, Feed His flock as a shepherd.

. 2. Gather the lambs in His arms- and
carry them in His bosom. '

3. Gives power to the faint. :

4. Increaseth strength (0. those who have
have no might!

¢JIJ. How Can.His Ciuuwkn Dwuve-Continum;

Sthknoth jkom Him?
a. Waiting upon Him.
"They that wait Upon the Lord shall re-
new tjieir strength.”
.1, Depending: upon Him.
.2,, Letting Him Jive in'and through the
life. o ! .
b. Making this devotion a daily, hourly,
momentary matter, ’
"As thy dlys, so shall thy strength lie."

Jtnutry 8— Night Sermon
Standing:or Strrw c

. (Matt. 7:24-29)

. Intsoouction

a. Closing of the Sermon on the Mount,
b. Three contrasts In the proclamation of
the laws of His.kingdom.

1, Two waysc—ene broad and leading
down to the abyss of destruction; the
other narrow and leading up to the
shining heights of life.

2. Two trees—one bearing good fruit, the
other bad fruit; by which Christ
would teach that conduct is the .mani-
festation of the character within.



Tim i
| Two houses which arc considered in
this message; . .
¢, A.person’'s'life is shaped and guided by
his attitude-toward the sayings of Christ,
"Whosoever ,henretii anti docth. and
everyone that heareth ami doeih them'
not." ]
1, A picture of all hearers of the gospel.
2. Action follows, hearing, cacti attitude
regulating the action.

Mfcs

.Houses. ' [ ]

Cgnirast® OF Two IKJIUIISG Two
a. Reveals their individual character.
1..'The houses with their foundations dis-
.dosed the condition of their hearts.
2. The outward deeds are
pose* broqght to light.

1). Revealed their vision,
1. Wliat each counted worth while in life.
2; Their attitude to orders.
eee(a) One built according to plans, the
other according to his own ideas. .
(bt The word*, the actions, the places
. .+ mvisited, the associations, all are.
signposts of the inward standard
of values. m

c. Revealed jheir truthfulness and faithful-

ness. . o .

1. One wanted what was hidden to be as
good as what was seen.

29 he other wanted the outside to seem’
good,.to appearwell, but was content

m to allo\v himself to try to deceive him-
self and others in the hidden

3. It took the storm to show’ their true
charactcr.. . L

d. Reveals their purposes of life!

1. One takes'the path of least resistance
for-present appearance and temporary
beauty,

2. The other takes time .to.dig deejj and
strike (he rock; build for eternity and.
for permanent worth.

e. Each had to
, for himself,

live in the house he built
f. Tbeir reaction to the storm.
1. The reaction to tests, trials, conflicts,
etc., is 'the real test of'character.

2. Under sii-ess, One stood, the other
slipped,

3. Under trial, the one endured, the other™
fell.

4. Here is the test oflreligion, character,

inward pur-

1"HEACHE k's maoazlw: n

and the uncovering .of what h”s been

clone in the past.
W hat Ake You Building? [ ]
a.  Will regulate whether you stanci or slip
under stress.'

f I> 'fold by. your attitude to the sayings of

Christ. .

«c. Take Christ as your foundation and fol-
low His plans for a life and charactcr
that »i!l,stand.

January 15— Morning Sermon

P rotection

1 Timothy'l:6, 11, 14, "Stir Up,” "Hold Fast,"

1

If.

\

F.

“Keep.”

IXTKODUCTION
a. Paul's desire for Tjniolhy'p progress. ,
b. Christ's desire forall Christians.
Sjih-Ui> "Stik Ui> the Gut of God” (v. d).
a. Anything can become common by con-

tinual use.

t. A tendency to

things today.

lose interest, in majty

2. Jlosi unusual things can lose their in-

terest unless something is' found in
them to awaken fresh interest.

b. When a keen sense of appreciation for

the things of God is lust, doubt, fear and

m  spiritual Weakness begin to enter.

1 This is contrary to Gods gift (v. 7).

- I, The child of 'God must continue to
find new and fresh tilings in the gospel
to be safe. - R

r: Do not depend upon the other person to

stir you, Stir yourself.
} Read the Beatitudes and standlalong-
side of them.

m 2 Jtead the 13th chapter of First Cor-
inthians, and test the temperature of
your love.

Read the book of Janies and pill the
measure on your service.

4, Shake yourself, disturb yourself, movif
yourself,
"Hotu-Fast tiie
' (v;. 13). []
a. In stirring hold fast to what you
b. Know the doctrinc and keep it.
c. Be careful of your speech for it is easy

to talk salvation-away.

d- Hotri fast to what grace you have, and

more will come,

e. Paul-precedes this with his definite knowl-

edge (v. 121.

Form of Sound W ords™*

have,
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S. Never let go—he definite in your knowl-
edge anti, then hold on.

IV. Km* \ b. There is a way that is traversed.by every

“That good thing which'was committed un- Ji/e regardless of the generation or cen-
to thee, keep by the Holy Spirit” (V. 14), tury in which they ate born.

a. Safety lies in Hie Holy Spirit, c. It is called an old road.
1.'The churches which treat the.doctrine m 1 Not in antiquity, or out ol date; but

of the Holy Spirit lightly grow cold in endurance, existing for a lone tinny
spiritually. nut worn out nor decaying.1
2. Alsq the same, is true of individuals 2. One cannot be- transplanted from one
. (Matt. 23:38, 39). to another generation. .
(a) Who iS “He that comelh in the (a) Does not refer to transplanting of
- name of the Lord?" (John 14:20; 1 customs, manner of life or work. ,
15:20). ‘ .(b) Xo one would want to go back
b. Why is it. important to place the Holy ' to the old manner of life.
Spirit ift the most prominent place? .1 Each person in his generation should
.1. He is the Executive of the Godhead in jeek to Sind the good Way that has
tile World today. satisfied those of preceding generations.
2. He is the. One who convicts (John d. Jesus siaid, "1 am .the way, the truth and
_ ;' 1l6:8). , \ the life, no man Cometh unto the Father
3. He is the One who regenerates (John ' but by me.”
.1:5; Titus 3:5). I: Also Jle promises; to bear the burdens
4. Hp is the-One who-sanctifies (Kph. and labor with them regardless ot time*
1:13, 14. Rom. 15:16; Hcb. 10:14/ "or variety of conditions (Matt. 11:28,
1S)" . " ‘. Zh DY EEE . - om
S He is the. One who.:teaches,, guides; 2. This is the way lhat leads to (he cler-

n leads, comforts, .intercedes, strengthens, * rial.

, brings-ail things 'It* the Father for u?i.. (a) “The new and living way” (Heb.
(Read John 14, 15, 16.) id: 19-25). , "

c. The Spirit of God is'the only One who .3. John said, “He is the light that light-
can make ,the individual victor over the eth every mafr that cometh "into the
spirit of the world. world” (John 1:9):

V, Doing These T hings Wiu. Dkvklaf .\ri> I1l. W here Is This'"Way?
Sustain Spiritual Life. a, Hebrew word suggests that it is a hid-
den way.
January 15-—Night Sermon L. AH; things',of worth in this life aren
" Tiie-Gooo Way little obscure. . = '
(Jeremiah 6:16) (a) Precious metals .and gems are. only
found by searching,

I Introduction 2. The command is to stop and look.

a. Life is a journey; . (a) One may pass by wiihoul seeing it,
1. There-arc a number of divisions to the* u(b) “Consider"—search/ exert an effort

journey of life. . to find it,
(a) There-are,seemingly parallel roads;’ b.’ It is near, can be seen from where you

crossroads that turn off at various
angles.
<b). The happiness of each person rlc-
pends upon the way he takes.
b. The problem in life is in choosing the
good way, [ ]

I, Wijiat Is the Goon Wav?
a. The,words of the text are as a lighthouse'
to,the weary mariner; as a star in the

.night; ns a signpost to the weary travel-'
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cr; and as a guide to direct the Journey,
of life. >

are now. ,

1 No person need'to. go away from
where he is situated to hear God’s
God’ voicc, or know His requirements.

2. Anyone who will stop, consider and
look will know what God desires, him

to do.

. They may have to quit the things they;

are doing, or the places'they are fre-.

quenling if they go.with God, but they
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see and know His requirements while-
situated ns they arc now. '
IV. Stop' Now in"'Your Perplexity and DitTi-
CtILTtES AND ASK FOR Tire GOOD W, tY

a. Consider your present situation, your’s
future happiness, and your eternal desti-
nation.

b. Ask (or.God%s plan.and then follow.
January 22— Morning Sermon -

Our Sufficiency'
(2 Corinthians 3:5)
|I. | ntroduction ® 1

a; Insufficiency, of humabhity.
1. Most dependent of God’ creation. ..
2. Dependent throughout life,

b. Especially in spiritual living.

11, “Our.Sufficiency Is in God"

Sufficient in.experience.

(, God.can Tegenerate any.and everyone
and remove sin from the actual life..

2, God can sanctify wholly.

J. No. Jack in settling the fin
aftbr God finishes.

4. Each individual can have as good ex-
periences of-grace as any of the saints
of history. 1

b. Sufficient in the hour of temptation.

1. Promises that no,one shall be tempted
beyond bis ability to resist and stand
(1 Cor- 10:13).

2. He is sympathetic to all
tempted (Hebrews 4:15,. 16).

c; Sufficient in the hour of perplexity, dis-
appointment arid affliction.

1. God promises grace ttf sustain His chil-
dren in the worst conditions {2 Cor.
4:7-9, 16, 17).

God is able to supply needed grace (2

Cor. 9:8). -

d. In the hour of conflict!

1, The Christian advised not to fear (2

mCbron. 20:15). '

2. God will give'victory (Deut. 20:3, 4).
e. Sufficient in the hour of crises and emer-

a.

problem

who are

2.
[ 1]

gency. L I
1. Luke 12:11, 12; Horn. B:28.
2. lsa. 59:19. =m: ]

f; Sufficiency in-the hour of prayer.
1. Prompts men to pray (Luke 11:1),
2. Promises that the Holy Spirit will as-
sist in prayer (Rom. 8:26).m-
g. Sufficient In the hour of death. ~

)

1. Removes the fear-of death
23:4). :

2. Christ has prepared a place for those
who love Him (John 14:1-3). !
3. Man passes through a beneficial chance

at death (2 Cor. 5:1).

h. For material, problems.

1. God challenges. man to prove Him
these matters (Mai. 3:10, 11).
2. God promises to bless man materially

(Proverbs 3:9, 10).

‘Sufficiency

ul

a.'Demands a strorjKk faith in God. m

b. Requires a partaking of God,

1 A vital God-gonsciousness,
2. Practicing the presence of God.

c.' God is always ready to do His part as
soon as man makes a start in 'hr >t
direction.

1, God'never (ails, but man must start.
2. God will supply the'strength, it man
supplies the'activity

(Psalm

in

1. This Depends Upon. Each

C hristian [

January 22— Night Sermon
The Heaviest Ht'KtiKV
(Maif, 27:3, 4) . = &

1. Introduction "
a. This is'a lime of, heavy burdens.

1. Economic; social, domestic, even that
of existence.

2. If one is fortunate, to escape many
persona! burdens, he is called- upon lo
sJiarc those of relatives or friends.

b. Many think that they have the heaviest
burden.
, 1. Each one is prone to feci that,his lot
. is the worst.

2. Each person is.tempted to fbrgct the
other person’s burden under the load
of his own,

11,.Life's Heaviest Burdin

.a, Not economic burdens.

1. Many people today carry their load of
*loss and poverty with a smile.

2. Possessing material goods or the lack
of. them is'not the heaviest burden or
the greatest problem 7of humanity,

b. Not pain.

.1, Martyrs at the stake, in the arena, oft
enjoyed the most joyful moment of.
their life in the midst of their pain. ,

2,.Jesus endured, the cross, but was held
up by the joy that was set before Him.
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.1 Clffisl's Ycfkwp) ion fur .'us has its own d. Thissends many to a suicide’s grave,
intrinsic compensation.. Others to an early grave.
(a)- Provides'happiness and joy in ihg IV. Jests Ciihist Is thk Oxtv One Who Can
.midst of'pain. L Lift This Hurdex
(b) Uses pain and suffering as; a', a. Me paid the penalty !ri rHeaw mankind
means of 'developing; the rspcr- - from Ihjs blindage. wi"
..iencc and, character. b. He paid the price for man's redemption.

r, Xol sorrow. ‘ i\ lie provides deliverance from all sin.

1. Majority of people soon adjust them-

selves to the sorrows of life. January 29— Morning Sermon
|. Bereavement brings sadi*‘ss and. sor- Tin: AmMwWANT Lin:
row .yet- in most cases time heals Un- (John JO:10) m =
wound.’ i. Ixreoufciiitx- '
'J) Salvation through the. Holy Spirit pro- a. All life is in Christ.
vides a Comforter. . o ' 1. lie is the Source pf life (John 1:4).
d. Not defeat., 2. He is the Kcstower of life (John
¢ i~ Many people have seemingly .been de- . :10:10).
feated only'to rise, again. m i. He is tfse Support of life (John 6:35),
2. While there is life there is hope‘of suc- J» Characteristics of lhe life lie. gives.
r.  Ccess. . » 1, Indwelling life (John 4.-14).
le, Not Jack of opportunity in life. 2, Outflowing life (John 7:3»).
1. Some seem lo have better chances in 3, Resurrected’ life (John 5;28, 20)."
life than others.. ' 4, Endless life (Hebrews, 7:1S, 16).
2. Yet many in the most unpromising 11: Thk- Abusdast Like.
'‘prospects and environment rise.to be, a. An abounding’life.- x .-
leaders of men.. > 1 lii,2!ration of disriples on the day of ,
m. Majority of people in this world have Pentecost.
had the odds against them. 1. Stephen—full of faith .and the Holy
4. Crippled becausc of accident is nol Ghost, !
heaviest burden that can-come on one .3. Itarnabas—fulfof (he Holy Ghost.
f. Life's heaviest load is not responsibility. o First chtirrfi board—full .of the Holy
.1 There are many times heavyl loads, ,'m Ghost. L
2- There arc more happy people under, 5' Paul-going to am) fro in missionary,
responsibility than among those who v ' - journeys, full of the Holy Ghost.
who do nol have any! . mb; Urines' abounding love. - <%
3. Many people carry tremendous respon- 1. Pfiul~‘The J[ovi; of Christ constrains
sibility with happiness and jov. us.”
U Life's Heaviest Durden 1s SN 2. Hrainerd wept, fasted, toihid and'died
' ) for his ,Indians, Hi* love, for them
a. Memory _Of sin. : ) ) overcoming > seemingly insurpassable
1. Something no one can escapc in this obstacles. " m
world,. ' 3. Judson is baffled again and apain in
2. Something. Chj»t staysiwith a person al his efforts to gain a hold in Burma;
all plac?s and at all times. . languishes in prison amid"Unspeakable,
J. Something nu other human being of horrors and sufferings, yet the flame
this world .can. remove. .- _ of love never abated,
@) l\/.l.a.m can find some re“?f fl-oni.all 4. Livingstone dying on his Kknees in
0|I|.er burdens t?xcept th's'_ . prayer, fove burning more intense than
4. Something that will stay'-with man in youth.
through death. oo m e 5. Schmelzenbach moves onward in mod-
All others leave him thin. ern day missions with a love that
b. Judas- fcH this. m burned-brighter until the day of his .
c. This crushes ambition, aspirations, cn- m death,
couragcments, hope. c. Brings abundant peacc.

S ;o (U>
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1. Fruit of the,Spirit (Gal. 5:22).

2. Insures protections (Phil, 4:7). =
:J. The Jjcacc of Gol! (John 14:27).
"4, Great- peate (Psalm 1IP:165).

w5 Perfect' peace (lsa.’27:3)."

'(i. Peace'seen best' in Christ's manner tic-,

lore Pilate. . !
m<L Produces abundant service.
1, "Promised power (Acts I;S

, 2i.Ovcrtinwini' with spirituality vitali-
. ity, enerny,. enthusiasm, w al..
3. Gives ;i passion for the lost. m /.

ill. AUUNtrANT I,(K; As.SI'Kf-S THK CIIRISTUN IV
Soul Umi.tii
a. Normal spiritual living'.
b, Absencc of sinful, tendencies that sap

the spiritual vitality. .
e. Essential -that a(i people should
abundant life. ]

Jj«skis

-January 29— Night Sermon
Safe Paths w. | ;
(I'rov. .1:5. (o
I. Introduction
.ij Need of the hour is certainty.
1,'Most people .ire uncertain .mil unrest-
Vv "ol '
2. Depending upon self or human leader-
ship.
b. There is a way. whereby each person can
find certainly and an assurance of saf.e-
ty. ; .
1 Lies'in a God,-directed life. ,
2. Text cives assurance ihat He will do
it~ “He .shall, direct thy'.paths"

Il. The Saff. Path
a,.-Text implies that man
chiefly through his heart,
Lord with.all thine heart.”
1.-The heart is the.center of man.
"Keep thy heart with all diligence. for
out of it are tlic issues of life.” '
2. Man'is .more apt lo be right by .fol-
A'lowing the dictates of his hearty than
that of the mind. L
. The heart, is controlled by an inner
Jdight and an inner voice.
(a) John 1:9.
(b) 'I'sa,-30:21.
(e) Christ will make every effort pos-
sible lo set every soul to listen 'to
His pleadings and His guidance.
. Dangerous lo lean to one’s own under-
.standing.

is to find safety
"Trust in the
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"Lean not unto thine own understanding."
’i. -Man's' knowledge' is limited.
1. His vision is obstructed.
mJ, His thoughts are biased.
‘4, llis judgment'is waited.
I1l. Seem ok Sakeiy Is iir Acknowltedging '
*  “In all/tliy ways acknowledge -him, and he
shall dircct thy paths.”
a. Acknowledgment means to admit,
vcede, confess, own-, .
1. Admits His. lordship.
2: Concedes Mis rulcrship.
3. Confesses personal dependence.
4. Own Him as Savior and Lord.
, b. Places God first. . -
“In alt thy ways."
; I.'Gnd cannot help or direct unless He is
civen complete dictatorship. ¢
2. Requires the individual to play fair
. with God,
(a! Obey .Him.
(b) Go into His service with the same
«tt jsreater.diligence'than was’given
to tire service of sin.
¢ .V Recognizinj; and maintaining an active
partnership, ,

con-

"(a) Consider Him in every transac-
m lion of life,
(bi Give His interests the greatest
¢ care.and respect.l
IV, Hr. Wit Do His Pakt-
“Me shall direct thy paths."” ‘
a. Ulessed safety,
b. Glorious .companionship. C
c. Pleasant journey.'
d. Happy ending of life,
1 - e. Assurance at-all times,
v. Will You Turn- Your.L ife's Control
Over to Him ?
HAVE YOU LOST?
(fy. A- H. Kwleston
i. Havk You Lost the ViskwP. (Prov. 24:13).
a. We need a clearer 'vision of the Man of
Sorrows."
b. We need a dearerlvision of our own un-
worthincss, !
1 c¢. We need a clearer vision of lost humanity,
- groping its way to hell. -
Have'you lost the vision? If so, you are in

danger of perishing,
you' (Hab. 2:.t).

and others perishing with
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mll, Have You Lost the Fire? (Rev, .1:15, 16; a. To witness (Acts 4:33).
. l.uke 24:32). " t To win others (Acts 2:4J).
a. A vision of Christ should bring a mighty 4. Unity (Acts *1:32).
cry for the baptism with the Holy Ghost 5: Boldness (Acts 4:31).
mand lire (Isa. 6:1-7). ' 6: Joy (Acts 2;46),
b. We need the fire in order to keep saved anti J. To endure persecution:
sanctified ourselves. a. Stephen.
c. We need the fire in;order to help others b. Paul. .
into the experience.'
' Have you lost the fire? If so, you arc in Thjme: “Power”
danger of being spued out from God’s mouth. I. Introduction t . -
“Repent” (Rev, 3:19). 1, Words of Jesus spoken before ascension,
1. "Have Youi,osi God? (Judges 16:20). 2, They were- to wait for power before they
ma. We iiicd God for His own sake”~ndjjur ,began work. =
sakes-(Isa. 43:7). i,: * ' church has been and was organized
rwork. \ .,

4), We need God to help us t"lcarj
sane to others (John 15:5).

Have you lost God? If so, renew your cove-
nant, calling upon the Lord (Judges 16:28).-
-Consistent, faithful, ijnd sincere* reading of
Gods Word, coupled with prayer in like, measure
will help you to. keep of regain (1) The Vision,
(2) The Fire, (3) God.

wTiiS:church is trying to work without the

What the.Tdweb W ni Do
1: Will not give, power especially to shout,
give’, make money, winlpolitical victories,
axctc. '
2. Will-bc power of religious earnestness.
i. .Wiit.be power of union.
*L ,Will be power in prayer.
5. Will be power in witnessing.
6. Will be power to. maintain experience,
7." Will be. power to live above sin.
'8, Will.be power to live like Christ.
JH The Souitcr ok the Power
1. It is not ip human manipulations.
2. It is the. baptism of the Holy Ghost:
IV.! HOW the Power Comes

SERMON OUTLINES FROM ACTS
By Emwin -G- Pknson
Theme;. “Two Baptisms™ , -
Text: Acts 1:5.
1. INTRODUCTION !
1. The occasion—just, before the ascension.
‘2. The baptism with'the Holy Ghost -given
the greater place (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8;

Luke 3:16). 1. Not in any one special way.
Il. John's Baptism ' : 2. In a variety of ways, *

1. A baptism of repentance which included: ® , 5 =\ b oce op the Power s to m
a. Confession of sin .(Matt. 3:6). * Witness -
b. Restitution (Matt. 3:8). 1, A witness to. what Christ has done and is

;¢ Works (Luke 3:11).° doing. m u
d. Honesty (Luke 3:13). Z A witness at home, in lhe community and
e. Peacc (Luke 3:14). abroad. ,

2. Was an insufficient ,baptism.
a. Sectarian spirit remained (Luke 9:49). . 'THEWX] .¢Holy Ghost Power”
b, Revengeful spirit remained- (Luke ;. .. Acts-1:8

984) I. Introduction”
c. Self-seeking spirit remained (Mark 1. Men are constantly seeking after power.
10:36). a. Physical. -
d. «Compromising spirit remained (M att. b. Mental.
26:70). ' c. Social, ' .EEEm
IIl. Holy Ghost IHitism Which Included: d. Political.
1. Purify (Ads 15:9).;' 2, Misused.power is dangerous.
2. Steadfastness .(Acts 2:42). 3. Holy Ghost power should be. sought af-
3. Power: . ter more.

@16)
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II. TinS Power Has Restrictions
1. Cannot be bought—Peter and Simon.
2. Cannot.bc the result of work.
3. Cannot be. received from another’s power.
.4. The world cannot receive it.
5. Only for those who meet conditions.

Ill. The Source of tiie Power

J. .It is not knowledge—zeal—nor enthusi-
asm. m i

2, It. is not the observance of creed, ritual
or form. ,

3. The Holy Ghost is the sole source.
4. The results of the true power cannot be
duplicated.

IV. What tiie. Power Will Not Do =
1, Will not give power for any particular

. Kift. ;
2. Will not be power.to pray loud and long

or testify long and loud. .

1, Will not be power to be free from mis-,
takes. ! !

4. Will not be power lo be frt'c /ronj possi-
bility lo sin. .

5, Will’not be power lo &e alike.

\r., What me FowrnW ill Do

1. Enable the individual lo live above sin.

2. Enable the individual to witness.,

J.- Power to dp exploits (Dan. 11:32),.

a. Men who have done exploits.
b.' Nothing greater than to do spiritual
exploits. 1

Theme: "Sccond Coming of Christ"
Text: Acts 1:11.
I..1t$ I mportance
. Prominence"in the Scriptures,
a. Mentionedlin 1, outrof 30 verses; in
. Bible.
b. Second coming mentioned 3 to 1.
mc. 318 references in 216 chapters.

d. Whole books and chapters devoted
to it.
c. Theme of the Old Testament prophets.
f.. Christ bore constant testimony.
g. Angels;bore testimony—see text..
, h. Apostles proclaimed the truth.

2, Church is biddento look and long lor it.
3, It is'a great incentive to consistent living.
4, A great comfort to believers.

Il. What Js Me.int
1. It is not death, the coming of the Holy
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Spirit the destruction o( mJeru-
salem,
2. It is a personal coming.

J. It is a visible coming.

nor

IIl. Events at the Second Coming
1. Resurrection of the dead.
2. The end of time.
The judgment of thfc w'orld.
4. The consummation of Christ's' kingdom.
IV, When It Will He . '
1. No one knows the day nor-the hour.
2. "Signs’! will indicate.the nearness.
i. Nothing.to 'prevent cotnine at any mo-
ment. !

Thelje: “The House Left Desolate”

Text: Acts'l1:20. - . . |

S, Introduction-f H
1 JMer’s speech. "
2. Life ot JUdas.
3. Scripture concerning Judas
Psa. 55:12-141 i
II. l,et His Habitation Be Desolate
1 Dcsolalt means lay W aste, deserted,
abandoned, forlorn,.without friends, sor-
rowful, afflicted, lonely.
2. Physical desolation.
3. Mental desolation. ,
® 4, Spiritual desolation.
ill. Another Shall Take Over His Work
11. It is bad enough to surrender work on
legitimate grounds.
2. Those who have failed to answer call.
3. Backslidden preachers.
4. Men who have proved untrue in.public
- trust,
5. Men who have proved untrue in spiritual
trust, ’ !

(Psa.- 41:9;

Theme: "The Meaning of Pentecost” =
Text: Acts 2:14. ., n
I. Men Stand Gazing T oday
a.. At material things.
b.-At church buildings, m-
c. At beautiful ecrcmonics,
d. At leaders.
c. At dictates of society,
f. At pseudo evangelism.
g. At the resurrected Christ,
Il. Men Seek and Find But Not Pentecost
® a Money.- ,' ®m
b. Fame. !



18 THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

c. Pleasure.
(I. Education.

HI. The Hv-PBootrirrs. or Somethin*; J.hinfi.'t
a. Gifts. $ e,
t). Fellowship; ,
c. Fearless witnessing.
d. Persecution.

JY. PiiXTKrosT *'M eans I>0t> Comes in

Dwell

.ii,. Jesusebecomes living -and real,

b. The Holy Spirit firiot's life, [xiucr, Iruilj,
love, 'm

that

T hemis: "A Promise Redeemed"’
Texts: Acts 2:17 and 2:W..
I. Ge.ven,il Cosuitjoss"'
K For all.
’ a-. Son? and daughters.
b.\ Young men and old men.
mc. Bondmen and handmaidens.-:
ft. For whosoever shall call.
Result. D
a..Prophesy or preach.
1), Visions add dreams.,
! ¢. Shew- wonders.
Il; Tiuv I'uomsE Maui-, Possible >
1. Jesus lived.
a. Son of God,
b. Approved by miracles,
Jesus crucified,
Jesus resurrected. ' -
4. Jesus exalted'to the right hand of God.
.5, Jesus had received the Holy Ghost and
shed Him. forth;
111, Tut: PnoMtsE Keukemku IN, THE iNIHVInCAl.
Kin:
1 Repent.
2. Mentioned for all,
3. Should be gladly redeemed.

Theme: YA Steadfast Continuation” . -

Text : Acts- 2:42.
1, Introduction

1, There had just been 3000 added to (he
1200 m

2.-This describes llie'ideai church life.
H. A Consistent Steadfastness
.1,- A'constant attention to a'thing.;
m 2, Alany lack in.this today, ,
I/, The Ai0iTtEs’ Doctrine
1. Spiritual life conies from doctrine as flow-
ers come from seeds,

2. Desire for’ fuller knowledge is basis for
life. _

3: A study of doctrine brings:
a. Depth of experience.
I>' Spiritual strength;
c. Spiritual health. Many sick from rid-

ing waves of doctrines.

&/ They received, retained and'acted on the

doctrine.

IV. FELLOWSHIP
1 A bond of union—cement and stones..
: 2. The Episcopal bell ringing for a Baptist
revival in a Presbyterian church.
3. Separated from the world—ship, in sea
but not sea in ship.

V .. linr.AKiN(i,or Breaij
M, The same.as saying' grace.'
2. Worship in the home.
'V A common meal brings mmenmogether.
VI: PIMVKRS
i; Spontaneous outburst. .
They prayed for 1
a. increase of grace-for. themselves..
m. Establishment of ‘lie- truth..-
c. Extension of the kingdom.

THEME SUGGESTIONS FROM MATTHEW
. Submitted .by Erwin <« Henson’ m

God with us"(1:22). -«

« ,Tiie star in the East (2:2). . K

m The gifts (2:J2). T N i
A Xazarene <2:231. , 1
*Repentance (3:2). I, 1 e m
The kingdom of heaven (J:2).
Prepare the way of the Lord (5:(m
Confession of sin (3:6). , -

m Fruit of repentanct; (3:B),

J Fulfilling all righteousness (3:15).
Tempted of the devil (4:1),
Men live by the Word of God (4:4).
Ministering angels (4:11), ' ',
Light for darkness and death (4:16).
Finding fishers of men. (4:19).
The beatitudes m'(SiZ-ii).'
The sail of the'earth (5:12).

..Hie light of the world (5:14).
The law fulfilled (5:17).
Exceeding righteousness (5:20).'
A murderer defined (5;22V.
The tmrriagc relation' (5:27-32).
Simple communication (5:37). .
On revenge (5:38-45). '

<i8)
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Almsgiving (6:1-4).

The way tii reward' (6:0, 16-1K).
The model prayer (6:9-13)..
Treasures in heaven (6:20).

The light of the body (6:22),
Du.it scrv,-m!?hipimj)ossihle 06:2 IK
The-first conrcrn (6:33).

On judging (7:1-5)-..

mResults guaranteed (7:8). o

The two-ways (7:13, 141.
Entrance'Gy deeds not words (7:21).
Be thou dean (8:3).

Infirmities; anti, sicknesses (8:17).

A Lreul calni (8:26).

Wrong conception of values (8:34).
Sinners called to repentance (9:13),
Old and new garments (9:16, 15),
The hem of,His garment (9:20).
mAccording to faith (9:29).

The plenteous harvest (9:37),

The lost sheep (10,-6).

The destroyer of.souls (10:28).
Confession and denial (10:32, 33).
Household foes (10:36).

The great paradox (10:39). =, -
A reward guaranteed (10:42),
Deedsthat convince (11:4).

lilt least in the- kingdom. (11:11).
"Kabes preferred (11:25).

NOTES AND OUTLINES
.o 'fly W. G. Scni'BWAN
Tkxt: John 3:16.

Martin sLuth'er called this text “The {.'ttle
Bible."
m 1/ God loves the world. The world may be

the battlefield of the universe, the Waterloo of
the Arcs.
1. God so loves. The measure of His
Iff. He loved so that He. Gave His Son--His
.only begotten .Son." Think of my giving my son
to ransom a criminall But God did more.
' IV. And God.offcrs His-blessings, His highest
blessings, on (erms that we can meet—“Whoso-

’

ever believeth,” Faith is a natural factor. We
believe mother, father and God. There is life
for a look, Sin makes us doubt God. Give up

sin and-you can have faith lor salvation,

m Text: lleb. 13:8.
m |

moral and spiritual demands of us,.

. tails, for aid. <Examples:' the

love.

Christ same in nature and makes the same .

mll. He is the same in power, “He can save,
and He can heal,” .

111, He is the same in. love as when He saved
the Magdalene ;tnd restored Prtrr. “Yes,Jesus,
fares,”

IV. Tie is"hc same in' readiness to respond to
rulers daughter,
ihe.thiel on the

If voii are dy-

Teter ivalliinj,”. «j!. She water,
cross. . If you are sinking; call.
ing, pray.

Theme: _U'/iy do is'tune ChurchMmilters -Art
Like, Sinnerst
. 1. -Perhaps, because they have never been con-
verted., /

If, Perhaps, bec.iusc (hey Jiave- fallen from
grace. 1

I11. Perliaps, because indwelling' sin lakes' ad-
mvantage of them.

Titr MK: “Masts."
T.'"\r: Heb. 11:24-26. . L
IstkodVcJtion: Synopsis of Children of
from Jacob to liirth oflMoses,
1. His birth.' '
2. His deliverance.
3. His education.
4. Forsaking Egypt- aniii -fleeing ;to the-desert,-.
. He'-returns for, (he children of Israel,
. The- plagues,
. Crossing the Red Sea.
Sinai. ' . | I ]

Israel

» N o u

Theme: Xtammrli, a .Sinner.

.Text: 2 Kings. 21,- 2 Chron. 33.

1. He. sinned against great light—Hezcldah and
.Hephzihah were his pious parents.

He sirinetl boldly, and openly. m

lie led others to sin.

He was a -hardened sinner..

His sin was. punished.

1.
1.
e IV.

V.

Theme: The Progression of Sin.

Tkxt: Gen, 3:3i !

1. The woman saw—slie. became interested.

She tarried to consider,

3. She. found evil pleasant,

4. She yielded her will,

5. She led another into sin.

Conclusion: Back of all was unbelief—she did
not take seriously God's.threat that disobedience
would mean death.
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.THE H
A MISSIONARY MESSAGE
By U. T. Hoi.li-niuck
Text: The harvest truly is great, but the la-
bourers artr jew. pray ye therefore the Lord of m
the harvest, that he would srtu! forth hilumrrn
into his har-Jest (Luke 10:2). 'm
Introduction: The crop is the. millions of'souls
that should be gathered into the! ftijigdom of
God. The harvest implies'that the time for llius
.gathering' is now conie-f-Jiarvest ii just before
the perishing of crops.
I. Harvest' Information ' .
I. It is great—and liy the increase of pop-
iation in the earth it is growing greater.
2. 1t 15 very late. Millions have died out-m

side the great granary of salvation al-
ready. .- [
3. 'Hie grain is-, falling down. ' Like the

wheat crop which is lost when once‘it

-falls down, so souls are lost when they ..

- fall Tiy death. [ ]
®. Some'of these “-souls are related to us
and should give us estra conccrn.
Il. AiSad Fact
The laborers .ire- fcw.( -
.Few' in number.
Few arc equipped.
Few are concerned.
IIl. Our Consequent DuUrv
I. Tray Go<i 'to>send laborers. If we ran-
go we. can pray. [ .
1. He witling lo ,go if. He calls for you to ,
-.' answer your OWii prayer.
3. Be willing to help God answer our pray-
‘crs by
a. Giving our means to send others:
b. Giving our children for laborers if re-
quired:
c. Praying God’s blessing upon 'the
borers.
4. Prayer is the greatest exercise of the soul
but is never a substitute for works.

la-

THE LOST CHRIST

By. U. T. Hollenbacil
Text: And they found him not (Luke 2:4S).
Introduction: Many have not now the joy
o[ the living Christ witliin. The church has lost
the. living prc&cnce of Christ; substituting a
fancy ritualism- and a dead requiem for the

presence of Christ.

I. Losing Christ is "Preceded and Caused bv

Presumption
They supposed .He was

in the company.

(CY)

E . S. Three days’

I'KEACHRR'S,'MAGAZINE

'8
Self-satisfaction is a sure sign of suf>po- .
sition. The salva'tiori of the soul should
never be left to guess. If one cannot af-
ford to have a.shady title to a home, so
he should never rest till he can "read
his title clear to mansions in the skies.”

I1. WANIIEHING >

They went a day's journey. The blackslid-
den life is not first, but the presumptuous
heart. The heart breaks from faith to
presumption  before the* outward life
leaves the track. Beware of the heart’s
deviations. n -,

IIl. Time Lost ‘m

The day’s journey must be returned;

another full, day lost-in seeking,.

and

1 . Sought in the wrong place. Their kins-

folk and acquaintance. They may be
m no assistance They are often a great
hindrance,
2. Time .lost can’never be recalled. Back-
slider loses,time-forever. They would
never catch the three days.,

IV- Recovery is P ossible -_
They found Christ:

1 Jiighf where they had lost Him. Your
neglected duty marks the spot of your
backsliding..- .

2. He had not left—they had left.
never forsakes first.

3. Light rejected becomes dangerous.

APersistent faith and seeking will be re-
warded. - You ,may return to the
Christ and He will return to you.

seeking .required to re-
cover one day’s loss. Christ is seek-:
.ing the opportunity to forgive.-

Christ

OUR FATHER'S BUSINESS
By U. T. Hollendack

Know. livist] ye not that I must be about
my Father’s business? (Luke 2:49)..

Introduction: WIi.it is the Father’s business?
Evidently the spreading of truth concerning the
kingdom of'Christ. ' Christ was discussing truth’
with the doctors and lawyers. So -we are called
to disscmjnatc truth in nil lands,

I, We

Text:

Must He About -Our Father’s Busi-

ness Because We Are Adopted Children, as
Christ Was a Real Son ok God.

If we are born, again our .family relationship fs
that of children. Christ is the -elder Brother.'
If He should be.about His Father's business, so

should we be.
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I. The truth needs dissemination asmuch as
ever. n

'2. Error is eterytvfi<;rc rampant awlJ increasing.

A. The Iruth is the thing that can .make men
tree. u , -m '
Il. Tur.KF. Is Individual Ki-si ONSiHiLirvZ «|"

1. Nunc can say there is.nothing we can do.
2. Wi! can speak. the. truth.

.VWCjCan live the truth.

4. We Van lu-lp print and publish tin: truth.

5. We tan assist others to spread the truth, =

IIl. Thehf, Is The Eu:mfxt of Neckssity--
“Must” . ’

1, Musi be about the business to be worthy
nl sonship,
. 2. Must be because of the'needs of the fast-
dying world.' >n '

] Because ,0f the >iior(iic.'S of our life and of
time. .

4. Because wt must give an account.
m -5 Because'oi the great rewards awaiting the
laborers.

THE DIVINE ARTIST
. Hy U, T. HoLLENBACK A

Tkxt: The.Lord tukclh. pleasure in his people:

he wilt- beautify the .meek with salvation- (1'salin.

149:4). "
]. Tin: ArtiSt at \Vork
Painting is sf/per/kwl,
outwardly and
sanctifies;

The Lord beautifies
inwardly. ‘He saves- and

Not a print, but an inlay,

Il. Tiie Amtist's M ateriais
lie needs only one—salvation;
Different colors: While linen

B eousncss.

1. Red—the blood of Jesus.
. 2* Blue is truth and loyalty.

3, Never uses yellow.

is the right-

IIl. Tiie Artist's .Raw M att-rial— the M eek
Anyone can have this Workman apply His
skill, if you,(he) will “humble yourself
therefore in the sight of the Lord."
«The -same- "meek” shall, inherit the earth.
He will beautify the meek and then'final-
ly give him the earth to roam in'to show
L the artist’s product. ’
IV. The Artist's Joy of Success
He takes pleasure in His people. God saves
and sanctifies us that He might hive joy
in.us, lie wants us to submit to the
beautifying process so that He may .ad-
mire us throughout eternity.

THE NEW BIRTH
By U, T. Hollenoack
T fat:,Ye 'must be born again (John 3:7).
I. You Have Blen
1 Infantile proof.
2. Youthful proof.
J, Adult proof.
a: Inward conviction. Many wish they
had never been born at all; everyone m
has wished he had been, born different.
1f. You Can' ASti Mai’ Be i)ORv Acu.v
The necessity proves the possibility.
Provision’ through the atonement. “As
Moses” etc. '(v. 14). .
God "is willing—“He so loved” (v, 16).
111, Krsvj.Tr; or Jiw.vc Hors Acajs
Changed heart—the witness of'the Spirit.
1 Changed life—the fruit’ of the Spirit.
Clumped destiny—children of God go. to.

Korn \VWronsg

glory. C 1 .
FISHERS OF MEN
By U. T. Hoi.len-uack
The river—life, or the life of sin.-
Till! hook” cnnviction by truth.
The twit—(he gospel of Christ.
Pulling up .the line—regeneration which is a

'translation "(jut of the kingdom of darkness
into the kingdom of God's dear Sori." Many
«fishermen in .tiie-'spiritual world stop’with
A'ctling the -Jish out of. the river and on the
hank. Holiness, preachers, go farther.’
The fish must be internally cleaned—so we preach
m entire- sanctification.

THE PERIL OF SUBSTITUTING SUPPRES-
SION FOR ERADICATION

By- U.'T. HoLtEXDACK’
: Lesson: Judges | and 1.

Note; They let some victories and the conse-
quent gladness resulting ,therefrom keep them
from going on to’complete eradication. So
Christians seeking holiness should not let.a good
feeling or relief or blessing slop them from pur-
suing that “holiness without which no man shall
see the Lord."

Heaven gives us friends to bless the present scene;
Resumes them to prepare us for the next—

Youno. " v

The way to gain, a good reputation is to en-

.deavor to-be what you desire to nppear.—So-

CHATF.S.
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THE PASTOR’S CHURCH SCHOOL FIELD.
"tty WL -W. Ct.\v’
IV.. Leadership Contfieti *
m N THE actual swork, ol" the pastor
I church schuul field. there .are many, avenue*

through which he can exercise this leader-.

ship. [ ]

First,- there is Jiis ijiiUienre mi lhe rljurch -a> a
whole. The church must become Sunday school
minded -or it cannot succeed in building tin tf-
licient and far .reaching-Sunday/school. The pa;--
tor must bring to his people the importance of

the uwt, the necessity ior the best methods and.

for adequate equipment, and the relation which
the .success ot'the Sunday school MistaKis?’ Itr the
success oi (he church along evert' line. He must
educate and inspire his people, until they will at-
tend, ijj-uperale, and enthusiastically push thbs

part of.the .work just as they do A revival service, .

u
in ehis ¢ -miuiifiMTiMits- before- -the ¢people at
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, -sary inm~ijeal the -Sunday >choul hour lot these

thiiias lias ialien into ;i h;id habit .to fay' the least.’

Ilien too what tlie -‘preacher says'in his an*
the church
service will do much to ..how,them w}>at import-
uncc thu pastor places on Sunday, school work,
, and to- plau* -him in the r*le of leader. An em-

. ")dla>is on .Sunday school alli-nthirieo, helpful ap-

preciai.iiin ol the work being done, and tlie dcm-
onttntjpn oi his on n enthusiastic; interest will go
far-toward securing helpful co-operation and ac-
'live participation ot the whole church,” The pas-
I"r »vho will watch for opportunities; -to'show
his sincere intercut‘will find many—at rally day
.0iTaSicm.~ at holiday- times, at picnics aiid\'class
meetings, and tit iiieelings' of the'workers of the
Sunday school.

-Another important leadership contact mis the
rersonal relation that' the pastor .sustains to hi?

or a tent meeting project. / To accomplish this,/, superintendent. ' H possible mthere ought to be

:carefully prepared sermons that can lie as truly
evangelistic and rcsujt. in the salvation .of souls
as much,as a revival nicss'ige, yet presenting the
claims -of the Sunday school work, should be
preached, giving the mjwiple ;i definite, inlelli-
gent, impressive vision of the .opportunities'and
importance of the work. These will -not only
mold the thought.of the people hut put the pas-
tor before them a$ a real leader,

The’pastor might lo show his interest in tlie
wort bv attending every Sunday school conven-

tion'where liis people have some definite.respon-r '

sibility. The bigger the church and the more
-talented -the pastor, the-more reajon why he
should be there—to get help for one,thing, for
the man who doesn't' think that he gets anything
from such a convention lias failed somewhere,
either in not giving it the atienlion beforehand
to make it a success, or in lacking a vital interest
in the w-ork—but to help, to put .'emphasis, on
lhe work before,bis own teachers and workers.

Ap.-tin, he should he in attend;inre every time
at the Sunday school session, Real Sunday school
leadership'is impossible for the man who fails
to attend regularly no matter w'hat his excuse.
The preacher who has delayed his sermon prep-
aratjon. and his praying till he finds if neces-

-; tliat the stsjierintendeiit ;gcts'bui

an intimacy horn of -a;common responsibility
-that will give tlie pastor a law place in Die
management of the school, not as a dictator, but
bv counsel; and suggestion.- There- should be fre-
nuent informal conversation with the Sunday"
school superintendent, learning his plans, - and
prvfcntinu to him ivell thought .oul plans for
future aggressiveness. -In fact, every plan the
pastor has' for this work should,first;he soid to
his superintendent. : Then, too often' il happens-
little apprecia-
lion (or tvhatehe tries to do;..arid a little sincere
praise from lhe pastor wiil do more to hearten
him than anything else, and ;U the same time,
create an atmosphere of confidence that ; will
tnake it easier for the pastor to secure his en-
dorsement of your plans -and enlist, him in car-
rying them, out. , -

;The. local church school board affords a $plen-
did leadership contact. At the meeting when
this board is elected, without entering in any sense
into electioneering, the pastor ought neverthe-'
less to make the church feel that only those'who
arc the best informed, the mosl interested, and
the-most aggressive in the Sunday .school, should
"pbe elected on this board.: When the church has.
the right vision, this sort of people will be elect-

22 - *
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I'd, and cti it tyil! be your ljot officrrs and leath-
ers, who. wiU-respond lo intelligent leadership. If
it should happen that one or two unprofircssive
people should be clioscn,, it still follows'that’all
these members of the Sunday -school board are
the ones lo whom tire pastor mils! first sell his
ideas (or Icacher training, for rally days, for
vacation schools, for efficient bu*iness methods,
for Sunday school evangelism, Hpyv important
that the.pastor 'be always present, at the meet'
inps to know first hand, the plans of the utbers
for. the work, and to have some well thought out
ideas to presentf pome new vision' to place before
them.

In leadership training .work, there is larpe op-
portunity for th«., jxisffir's pcrst*nal « leadership.
'.Often-the.pastor will be asked to leath .the-clasp,,
anti in that rase he can avail himself of the op-
portunity to impart only the tacts of the
text book; but. a vision and; inspiration for the
work, Hut where he is not a teacher he can put
liis enthusiastic endorsement back'd/-it; both by
public emphasis and private counsel he can en*
courage liis people lo partidpate-in this training;
and by arranping an'appropriate uraduatinn ex-.
ercisr, for those who have earned a Certificate or
Diploma he can both emphasize its importance
and put within the hearts of others a desire for
the same--training. m

The pastor may help solve the problem
securing capable teachers by emphasizing the call
of God to this work; Every pastor should be
on the lookout “for new recruits for the teachinE
staff. We have emphasized the call of God to
the ministry with its opportunities' for service
and its rich rewards, and .through such emphasis
God lias often spoken to young people, and they
are today in llic pastorate or in the evangelistic
fiedd. We have presented the needs of the mis,
sionary field arid many as a result have'gone to
the foreipn field as missionaries, doctors, nurses
and teachers. But how seldom do iye present to

not

our people the call of God to ibe Sunday school:

work) with its tremendous , opportunities for
s&ul winning, Its wide influence on the evan-
gelistic wwk of the church, and its rich rewards
both now and in the day when God shall give
us our final reward. Not only sjiould this call
be presented from the-pulpit, but it-.ought to be
wide a subject of personal advice lo many a
young man and. woman, even to those in their
early teens', to: listen to God’s voice in the mat-
ter anti to begin to prep.-)re for this work, by tak-
ing leadership training courses, by entcrinB the

mhelpful, along many lines;

. the Preachcr's Magazine.

weekly teacher/ class, by watching others tcaeh
and by acting as -substitute teacher when oppor-
tunity offers. Of. course such meneouraj>emenl
should be given only as the pastor and superin-
tendent plan and work together. [n some schools
the pastor is.jiiven a class of those who have

offered themselves as student teachers, and the
lesson a week in advance is studied not alone
with reference .to .its spiritual content, but di-

recting thought toward leaching live lesson in the
various.classes, so the pupils will be ready at
any jimc to act as substitute teachers; not only-
will they develop skill in .lesson preparation and
teaching, but they will catch from their pastor-
teacher his vision and his passion. Of all' the
classes in 'he school this is pre-eminently the one
that affords a distinctive leadership opportunity.
In some schools it may he necessary for the pas-
tor lo be a teacher of one of the regular
.classes; and there may be in the 'pas-.
tor’s te.ichittK a class of men, or of younp peo-
ple, or even of the-juniors, a great- opportunity
for spiritual influence, but ir*such work there is
no eleilient of leadership of the work as a whole,
and it may tie the pastor down so as to detract
from his leadership. Even the class- of student
teachers will hinder him in watching over the

PREACHER’S MAGAZINE COMMENDED

; We appreciate the Magazine and find it quite
1 have just read the
editorial on “Pulpit and Worship Vocabulary =
and Intonation." It is simply wonderful, and
I trust | shall be abltr to put the advice into
practice—E. D. Simpson, Oklahoma..

You ask, "Has the Preacher's Magazine Helped
You?” | hasten to answer, “Yes,"” by sending my
subscription for the Nomine year.—Jessie V. Wil-
moh> Nebraska. -

*»
Am sending one dollar for my subscription to

Am sorry | have not
sent'it much sooner—Eunice Henry, Mich.

life time sub-
The inspiration

You cun count on me for a
scriber (Preacher's Magazine).
I received from the May issue was worth the
pricii- of ten vyears’ subscription.—Bey, J. B.
1lootc, Livingston,'Ky. '
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school as, a whole, an!) for that reason is better
taught at some time when the Sunday school is
mot in session. As far as possible be should-keep
himself ready for helpfulness and sympathetic
observation of .the school as a whole.

When it comes to the pastor acting as super-
intendent the situation is different for here he
is in a place, of real leadership, There are in-
stances where pastors have taken the position
gf superintendent and have made a splendid suc-
cess in building up their school and through it
building the church, A notable' instance is that
of the First Christian church of Canton, Ohio,
where the pastor, Rev. P, H, Welshemer, has
been.for many years (he superintendent of the
Sunday school, and "has through his leadership
been able to build up his school until it became
one of the largest in the" United States with sev-'
era! thousand pupils, and has kept it for- years
at this high mar);/ But not every pastor has the
leadership qualities that would make him .out-
standing in the place of superintendent. The fac-
"ulty of attention to details, the study necessary
to carry on the many elements of the .work, the
differing processes of transmitting truth td oth-
ers, all arc widely .different from the work of the
pastor, so that while most pastors would make
good, platform managers of the Sunday school
mon Sunday they fail to have the training, the
aptitude and the time to make it a success. How
much better if another can be found-who can
be trained for the work,.and who can give his
attention to carrying out the many details of the
work, and leave the.pastor free for the larger
work of planning and supervision.

In the Sunday school session the pastor can
find real occasion for leadership development and
activity, mHe can be an observer of-the work of
the school. If the school is deparlmentized, he
can visit it, and observe the work of each teacher
without, entering the class and iiisrupting the
.class™inferest and attention. If he is tactful, he
may occasionally sit in with a,class, keeping
himself in the background where he will not em-
barrass either teacher or pupils. He should al-
ways be prepared to serve as teacher for any
class fronj the jujiior up to. the oldest adults.
mAlways present, with a "word of greeting for
every boy and $ri, taking part reverently in the
worship services, giving a word of' encourage-
ment to each Worker, helpfully interested in
everything that is going on,- the pastor will', be
recognized, not. us a visitor, but as the real force
that guides the work of the Sunday school.

MAGAZrNE

IMPORTANCE OF LEADERSHIP
Jly Mhz.i H. Bkown

HE church of tomorrow depends upon the
leadership of today. The church of to-

day is what the leaders of yesterday have

made it. The early leaders, of the Church of
the S:u.ircnc have built Well: and have laid a
foundation for a great church but thevbuilding
‘crected will depend fipoh the leadership oi today.

The Church of the Nazarcne has within its
membership amgreat. group'(if young people of.
over forty, thousand in the Young People’s So-
ciety and many thousands more in our Sunday
school. This young life is a tremendous power
that cannot be curbed or quencfied but must be
directed into the channels of greatest usefulness
for Christ and the church. The responsibility of
directing this power falls upon the leaders of
the church:

H The leadership of yesterday .will not do* for
today. Wc are living in a peculiar age-, an age
ot hifib tension, an age of efficiency and special-
isation and a young people’s age. .

The Church of the Nazarcne demands leaders, .

: but a certain kind of leaders. A leader in the
Church of the Nazarcne must be movc than a
good man, although goodness is essential, he must
also be. more than a talented and intellectual
man. Many have been disappointed because'the
church did not seem to apptedate their ability
or learning.* The one predominant characteristic .
the Church of the Nazarcne demands of its
leaders is success. Regardless of what other fav-
orable things ma“y he said of a man unless he can
succeed the church has little time or place for
him. While this has been true as.a denomination
it must be true also locally. We must have Sun-
day schoollsuperintendents-who are mpre than
good men or women but who can succeed, Wc
must have Sunday school teachers,.Young Peo-
ple's- presidents and other leaders who can suc-
ceed, The'work is always more important than
the worker and any church that will sacrifice a
Sunday school class for the sake of keeping‘a.
would-be teacher who is a failure should repent,
for surely such .action is a sin and means the
loss of souls.

Perhaps someone, would ask, “What is success
in leadership? Is success- numerical advance-
ment?” | am sure we would airsay that just,
gaining numbers, is not success. Neither is en-
tertaining, the people a success. Many churches
seem to think if they can entertain and hold the 1
people in their services that they are succeeding

THE
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As the Church of the Nazarene we must keep
dear of this rut andrealize thn( regardless- of
hoiv many people we entertain or keep employed
we may jet fail, .for a rhurch is not for swell
work. .

Succcss in religious leadership is to fulfill our
calling or tlo Hie work (or which God gave leid-’
ers to the church. The Word tells us in liph.
4:U-17 the calling of leaders; first, (or the per-
fecting of 'saints. Leadership first does not’lead
people into a clear, definite, know-si> experience
of perfect love is a failure, . Leaders must have
this experience themselves 'before they can lead
others into the same,-so'it is absolutely necessary
fur. a religious leader to have the bnpiism with
the Spirit.. ' -

Second, for the work of.the ministry. Every

lender is to minister to (lie people. A Sunday
school teacher is to tin the work of the minis-
try in the Sunday school class. Kvery leader is
to minister to the' needs of the |>cuple in his
field; minister to the discouraged;lminister to
mJhe backslidden; minister to the saved;, minister
to the saints. This will take study and..prayer
and strength rind we are prone li? throw off the
burden and responsibility of such 'taxing work,
thus the task in many of our churches of keep-,
inj; proper leadership, ’

Third, the leadership is for the edifying of the
body of Christ. Docs our program edify? Docs
it build, up in Ibe faith?
steadfastness? Is our program constructive or
destructive? -Anything.thatldoes not edify, has
no place in the program of a spiritual church. .

Fdurth, the leaders arc t«i bring us all inio
unity of faith and knowledge.. There is a great
need of this in bur church. We are a young
denomination, we have grown rapidly, our peo-
ple have come from everywhere with all kinds
of doctrinal backgrounds, and one of the great
tasks of the leadership of our church is to bring

this people infb a unity of faith until ive aii be- .

.lieve the same thing, stand for the same doctrines,
have the same vision, and are going the same
way with the samc”objective. There is a great
need fot doctrinal preaching and doctrinal teach-
ing in our church today and the leadership of
our local churches must be qualified for. teach-
ing the doctrines for .which we stand.

' Fifth, the leaders arc given to the church for
the building of charactcr and teaching the peo-
ple-the knowledge of the'Son of God until they
can come unto a perfect, man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. We must

Does it encourage to .
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not only Jiave boys and girls, men and women,
who are -saved and, sanctified but they must be
established In the 'faith "and then
more children' tossed-to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, ljy the sleight
uf men,'and cunning craftiness whereby they lie
in waft lo deceive, bui .speaking the truth in
U»vi\ may grow- up into Him in all things, which
is the head, even Christ.
wh.it they believe aiui why they believe it. They
must be able lo give to every man .t reason for
the -Uojx which js within them. -They must be
able to stand in the faith and not be carried

away every time same false movement comes to .

the community. ,

Sixth, and last, the leaders are to organize the
church into a body fitly joined together and com-
pacted by that'which every joint supplieth, ac-
cording to tire'.effectual working in the measure
of every part, making increase of the body Unto
the edifying of itself in love;-and this body is
to be. from Christ who is the head of
Church, M ay the Lord of..the harvest give us
leaders, not only -is*a denomination in general,
but as local churches, who have a vision of.the
true object of leadership, and also a' determin-
ation to fulfill their calling. . .

SELECTIONS FROM JOSEPH PARKER
SfIfCt't! v A. Il- Ec.ci.i'stok
Titkrn jrom Dr.- Joseph Parker's book, “None.
Like h-rA 1’len jar the. Old S'.ourd,” Chapter

. VI, Ad Cleruttii ,

HE Christian preacher is largely dependent,
T upon the liible. Without it what message

has lie? what unique authority? what
stiindard of .appeal? By approaching the Bible
from the standpoint of the preacher’s actual serv~
ice ' wc may ecc bour pastoral experience may
become a critic Und an annotator.)

Discouragements and Oppositions

Are you very much disheartened just now? Are
there no friendly fares shining upon you? Gome,
then, let us talk together, and let me be ybur
older brother. | have been jltst as much cast
down as you can possibly be, yet | have lived
to sing in the warm light and late the gift of
peace from the right hand of Christ. The Savior
clearly saw that His servants would oJten be.in
trouble. So He laid up. for them a rich store
of comfort, one of the'very’first comforts being
the lesson that is to be drawn from His own
experience. The sefvant is'to be as his. Lord. If

they are no.

Our people must know .

the .



mescape vituperation

stlut

Till-

the Master nf the- house has 'been- catted Beclze-
bub, how M:nn they who are of His" household
Did not .the ptpple. takp. up
Did Hr not go lo places
refused to -receive Him? Had the “‘Son of
man where to lay His head? By .thinking .these
things over i have often received great comfort.
My sorrows are nothing to Christ's.. lit* Was tie-1
spised-and rejected of men. “He Was a reproach'-
of men’and- despised of thc'.pcopW.” The people
sneered at' His. ancestry; they questioned His
credentials, saying, "Search and look, for otjt of
Galilee 'Urlseth no prophet;ll they’said He had an
unclean spirit; “He came-unto his own, and his
own received liim not." Now, wlyre ;fte your lit-
tle troubles? -Some' man.has left your ministry 'in
a 'resentful spirit;.well, what of ii? He ivill show
his true, colors some' day, and the mystery will
l;e made plain. Do your duty; du not be affected
by his evil spirit; show, by- your forbearance -what'

stones In sfontl Him?

.-the (trace nf' God has done for you, and

-forget (lie injury-and go. on steadily ivitli your

.Yes;

work', Do iw>t-allow yourself to think of resent-
ment. “Resist the. devil and hE will flee from
you." Your enemy, or his children, will one day s . .

conie to your door to beg, “If thine enemy hun-
ger, feed him; if he thirst, gtve'him drink,” By
making a right use of the Bible; in: such experi- ,
ences, you will find, as 1 have found, how won-
derfully i( proves itself to'be the-Word of God.
It knows me altogether, It know> exactly what

1 want. When my sorrow is supreme,, it says, .
“Is there no balm in Gik'ad? Is'therrno physi-.
li.tn there?" 1 !

“Hut people are so ungrateful,” yoUTemind me,
some of them are. But, arc. not: some of-
them grateful? | am always struck with the kind-
ness of '‘people, .their rloVe, their sympathy, their -
mpatience.' '

“True; but the people 1 have done-most for
are most ungrateful.”

Very likely. Thai has been sadly illustrated in
my own experience. But even on that .point (lie
Bible gives the best comfort. It would seem, as
in the apostle's case, the more you love some peo*
pje the less you will be loved.

How wonderfully the Bible meets .this very
case. “Hear, O heavens,.and give, car, O earth!
for the Lord hath spoken, | have nourished and.
brought, up children, and they mhave rebelled
against me." N'ow will you think your case' over,
from this point of view? If youWill, 1 am sure

. (26)
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you ‘'will take heart and -begin: again. 1)o not.
give up your work. Write your letter o! resigna-
tion, and.write it very strftnglv and even vehem-
ently and then, place it*-most carefully in the mid-
dle of"the (ire, the .devil's .post office for the
devil's letter.. Why should a faithful man be-
faithless? You were not called to the ministry
by the. will, of -man, but by the wifi of God.
“In. all thy ways acknowledge .him; and he will
direct thy paths,” A minister must have ho,
self, He must be his Lord's loving'slave." In such
ease his chain is-his: liberty. What have you or
1L suffe;ed in comparison, with the aixsstle Paul?'
When 1.think myself, ill-treated or wronged in
aily way 1read Paul's record, and become ashamed
of my petulance: 'm

m"Are. they ministers of Christ? | am more;
in labors mure abundant in -stripes; above meas-
ure, in prisons more'frequent, in dcailis oft. Of
the .Jews five times received | forty stripes
Sikea one. Thrice was | beaten with rods, once
was 1 stoned/ thrice ! suffered shipwreck, a'
.ninlit and a day 1 have been in thedeep; in
journeyings. often, in perils of waters, in perils
of-rubbers, in perils by mine own countrymen,
in perils bv;the heathen, in perils in the city,
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren; in weariness
and painfulness, in hunger and thirst, in fast-
ing* often, in cold and nakedness,” '

Yet.we are tempted to resign because some man
has given up a pew! | ant ashamed, of myself
when | think of this possibility. What did the
apostle do .with all his sorrows, disappointments,1
sufferings, and infirmities? He turned them to
good account. He made capital of them. Oh,
listen.to _this hero-maftyr:.

“1 take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,,
in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for-
Christ's sake; fur when | am weak, then am

.1 strong." n e m -

If we are in the apostolic succession we will-do
(he same. “If | needs must glory-;: I wijll’glory in
the things which‘concern.mine infirmities.” Paul
thus made failures into successes. They brought
him nearer to liis Lord. They' helped him toward
Gethscmane. “He said unto me. My grace is
sufficient for Iliee; for my strength is made perfect
in weakness.” -

Our weakness gives Christ an opjvortunity to
show the power of His grace} tie does not al-
ways save us from, trouble; He always saves.us
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in il. "Wc are troubled' on every side, jet nut
distressed; wc art perplexed, biil not in .(Impair;
[icrseculed, but not forsaken; cast tliwn, but not
destroyed." That wc arc "not destroyed" is a
proof that wc shall lie ~saved® Wilh . (lie Lord,
a' negative may- mean a. positive. Arc you tie*
stroyed? Is your root consumed with fire? Is
then- mi remnant i¥ strength? Let us look to
our. Lord and expect His incoming to our hearts
every nuimcnl. “Though fie w;ls crucified thrciuph
weakness, yet he livctli by the power of God;"
"If we tic dead-with him, we shall also live wilh
him;, if we suffer, we shall also reign with him."
Now read the twenty-third".Psalm., and tell me il
it is not the Word of God uttered from the
human side.

POSSIBILITIES AND CHARACTERISTICS
OF SAINTHOOD

liy Mfi.za IlI;, Hrow n.

.HE apostle I’aul in the 'letter to the Ephesr

I ian church is trying lo show these Ephcs-.

ian Christians just what' Ilie Holy Spirit'
wants to shew us today-, '

These people were, saints or sanctified Chris-
tians. A Christian is a person uho has heun
horn of the Spirit and thereby'«made. a new
creature in Christ.' Paul says to thet-e Ephes;
ians, "Vou hath he quickened who were dead in
trespasses and sigs." This makes plain that
these people were alive i'rntn the dead and what
a glorious privilege to-, he made- a living, vital
Christian by- the Spirit of God, .tun'Paul-say;-,
these people had mfived another experience,. In
the first chapter and twelfth verse anil also in
the thirteenth .verse- he says, they first trussed in
Christ,-but,that also after this they'were sealed
with thal Holy Spirit of promise. This exper-
ience referred to by Paul isHhc sanctifying ex-
perience or.'holiness of heart perfected by the
Holy Spirit, the Scaler of hearts, m

The. fourth verse of the same chapter tells us
that we were chosen to be ‘'holy before the
foundation of the world, so this'is-no newdoc-

trine.  Hut though it is old, yet,it is gloriuus
and true,
' Now in'verse seven Paul says, “Wc have re-

demption through his bluod, the fotgiveness of
sins/’ but in verse nine he also says, ‘‘Having
mailc known unto us the mysStery. of his will."
Then in verse* ten lie gives us to kitotv What that
mystery U. thal He .planned Ur Himself, '‘That
in the dispensation of the fulness of limes, he
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might gather together in one all things in
Christ." 'This dispensation spoken of as the ful-
ness of times is the-present dispensation when-

havv the fiittic-s.i nf revelation', the fulness of
(‘'rare, (he fiilmss of rt’"dempliondhe fillncfs ofi
the; Holy Ghost, the fulness of the blessing.of
Cod. .Now lhe rnystery that He is to make
mknown unto ijs is that He is going to gather tn- .
nettier all' things in one even Christ. Jew ami
Gentile, black and white, all become one in
Christ, . Every wall of partition, is broken down.
Then verse elcVen says that in- tliis Christ we
also have an inheritance and these . Ephesian
Christians had -obtained' their inheritanre.. This
inheritance of the. Christian is the experience of
sanctification or heart purity wrought- by .the
baptism wiltt the Holy Spirit according <o other
scriptures which | will not take Ijme to cite here,

Hut now Paul begins.-to' endeavor tii get these
ranctified people to see the possibilities of‘a sanc-
tified. life. The sanctified I\fe and the possibili-
ties of a sanctified life are not .the same nor are
they identical any more than a farm and- the
possibilities of a farm are the same. One trouble
in mnrh of our preaching, which causes confus-
ionlin the mind of many of our pcoplfc and
wrecks faith is the mixing or. the confusing of,
the experience- with.the possibilities of the. ex-
perience. | am a man! though | have not all
the possibilities of man, and t may !e a sart'ti’
lied soul, without Jill the po-si'dilies of that
soul, in fact without having but very little of
:the possibilities developed,

. .. Paul does' nol want these Ephesian Christians
to >top with; the obtaining of the'experience of
sanfiiltcalion, but wants them to. jib on to-the
glorious possibilities of the sanctified life; and
to Cet them to do so he tries lo shew'them what
these .glorious possibilities are.

Notice whal he desires they shall have, as'he

- prays, in the-vt'rses seventeen to ninctcbn: e
1 Thai God may give them the spirit of wis-;

dom and revelation in the «knowledge of him.
Weymouth translates this, "Wisdom arid'pene-
tralion through the intimate knowledge of-him."
Oh that wc might.have this same that Paul
prayed for'them! That wc might knowl Him so
. intimately that we could have a-spirit of wisdom
and penetration. To be able .to understand -the--
deep things of God, to penetrate the hidden sec-
rets of His Word, to live out in the fathomless
love of.God. The most of us, as sanctified peo--
pie, live so shallow and are so easily satisfied
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spiritually -that we- never enjoy the better and
richcr thbigs oi the experience of holiness.
2. He prays that the eyes of their understands
inn mii;ht be enlightened;
..again, “Th'at the eyes"of your heart being'Cn-
lightcned.” The heart has eyes, ..is, well as the
body,- but how darkened most o[ them .ire with
the clouds of earthly things, the haze, dust and-'
smoke of the world. We allow cares, .worUtli.ncja,
associations, business, and so. many other things
to so darken our heart eyes that wc sec so- lit-

tle spiritually, : I'.nil is praying that all this may .

be -swept away and. the eyes.be enlightened.

3. Next, I»aul tolls them in this prayer why-
he wants their eyes enlightened, that they may
sec some heart' visions. “That yc'may know
\Wial is tile hope of, bis ratling.”. That ye may
know, whatns the hope which His call.brings to
your heart. Oh whal greatness there is to this
hope! The hope of living forever with Him, of
being His representative here, of-.having'eternal
4dominion reigning with Him, of oul-distandnu
. death, trouble and temptation and.-becoming a
.pillar in God's eternal kingdom, If we could
only sec tiie hope of our'railing we wouid with

THE PREACHH

Here | like Weymouthl
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weak worm of the dust,” nor will you be afraid
that Jesus is gomg to -give you up and cast you-
away on the slightest attack of the.devil.
Things are also valuable -according to the ef-
v fort put forth lo 'obtain lliem,. Things'obtained
without effort are worth wh.it (hey cost. What
effort Je.-us put forth to obtain.us even after
lie had bought Us with His blood,.

, Again things- arc .valuable according' to- the

place nr prepare for them. A slave can be housed
. in a shack, but the king’s bride must have a
palace. Well, heaven was good.enough, as. it was
for angels but Jeius Jias gone to prepare a plac>".
for His saints and is coming again to reccivc
them unto Himself. ]

May the. Lord open our eyes to'see ‘what we.
are worth lo our Lord. Man you cannot afford
to backslide. Will are worth loo much to Jesus
aml you must go through for His sake.

These are a few of the possibilities of. a sane-.
lifittl life,.us. opened up in the first chapter' of
this book and Ihe .remainder of the book is a
continuation of the sarnp. Ifmv can we be sat-
isfied to dwell- on'Jordan's, bank with all Caanan
to be explored-and taken by just -getting our

L h p d the devil " mfeet upon the landV 'Shall we go on? Mor-t
rcjoieiVig press on heavenward and the devil's assuredlvj \
best would look worthless. .. V*1 : . n
Another of theje heart visions which Ih.e apos- “Our government'rests on religion. It is from

tle desire.4 they should have' was of;the riches of :

the glory. of Christ's inheritance in them wiio
were'saints. | wish we could all see what an
Inheritance,'Cbrist has in the saints. Whal every
saint is worth to Him. .Our cinheritance is in
Christ but His is in the saints: How can we
tell what a saint isworth to Christ? '

Things arc valuable according to cost. -What
did Jesus 'pay for saints? What did it cost
.Jesus to .make it possible for you to pet' sancti-
fied? The deepest humiliation that man could
suffer. The sacrifices of the' Old Testament were
mostly offered on the altar in'the tabernacle or
temple, but not so the sin offering. This sin of-
fering was not, fit to he bronchi in the temple,
but was carried without the city, or without the
camp to the dump and burned. Now to sancti-
fy man Jesus must bccomc a sin offering, and to
dp this He:suffered without the gate that He
might sanctify His people with His own blood,
He went without the |>alc in deepest hurhiliation.
as unfit to-die in the-city, but' without [he camp
in disgrace, and reviled, He became our sin of-
fering' to make, possible the destruction, of Sin
in us. It you ever pet a vision of what you cost
as. a saint you will hot call.yourself “a mpoor

that source that we derive our reverencc for
truth and justice, for equably and liberty, and
for the rights of mankind. . .".-The government
'of a .country never gets ahead-of-the religion of
. a country. There is no..way. by which wec. can.
substitute the. authority of-law for .the'virtue

of man," Peace, justice, humanity, . charity—
these cannot be legislated into being. They iare
the results of a Divine Grace." “Wc do not-

need more'national development,'wc need more
spiritual development. , . . Wc do not need more
government/ we need more religion. . We do
not need more of the things that are seen; wc
need more of the things that are nof seen-—
PfirSIOEN'T. Coouncr,.

"“To religion we owe-, our,civilization,:and.to ..
the Church'we owe our religion. All there is-
in the world, today that is worth while comes
from men filled with, and from groups actuated
by, these fundamentals of integrity, faith, indiii- .
try, brotherly love and olher factorswhich come
only through God. . .. The people of Amcrica
bave not the bank”~to thank for their security
and prosperity! but rather the preachers and the
churches."—R oger -Bauson."e
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HOW TO PREACH HOLINESS
[ ] . Bj.U. T. Hou-enijack

A; few times in my life there have come lo
mb such unmistakable messages from God that
doubting wouk) be. almost an impossibility. 1
was very much discouraged one' time, a few
years ago, with the work of evangelism; think*
ing there were so few. results. | went to God
for guidance; whetherl should quit or B® on in

this work-. This was in-the little city of Kenton,
Ohio. Rev. N. B. Herrell, who was then Pis-,

trict Superintendent, will recall'the circumstance.
God gave me such a spccial and fresh anoint-
ing and such floodtides of .victory *Jiat | shouted
for joy for nearly half a day. The Lord spoke
plainly, saying, "Son, | have anointed thee!"
Knowing my own ignorance, | said, “But Lord
how shall r preach holiness?” And as clearly as
if an angel'Spoke from heaven came the words
ringing in my soul: “Preach .that il is so scrip-
tural that one would have to become an infldel
to not believe in il; so plaiit .that, one cannot
keep out of the .insane asylum and nof see it;
so essential that .a'believer will backslide if he
doesn’t get, it; and.so logical, that one woidd
have to go to hell to gel around il.” My whole
soul apswered, "1 wilt, Lord, f WAll'"”

COVER MY DEFENSELESS HEAD

It was Sunday Evening.ori board an ocean
steamer, and the passengers had met in the cabin’
to sing hymns. One gentleman, hearing a.very
ricii and beautiful vbicc behind him and having
his memory stirred by it, turned suddenly around,
and asked the singer if he had been in the Civil
War. . .

“Yes," was the answer. "I was a Confederate
soldier.”

“Were you a t--------- on a certain night?”

“Yes, and a curious thing happened that night.
The hymn recalls it to roy mind.
near the edge of a wood, on sentry duty. It
was dark and cold, and about.-midnight,"when
everything was still, I found myself homesick,
tired and afraid." ,Ta comfort myself | began
to sing this hymn:

1 “ AH my trust on Thee is stayed,

All.my help from Thee | bring;
Cover my defenseless head

With the shadow of Thy' wins.”

"It brought me into a better frame of mind.
Pcace came down upon me, and all the rest of
that long night I had no more fear."

“Now,” said the other man, "listen to my
story. | was a Union, soldier and | was in the
woods that night with a party ol scouts. | saw

you. My men hail their-rifles focused upon youi
They were awaiting the word to fire. But
when you sang*' [

‘Cover my defenseless head,
“With the shadow of Tiiv wing.l
j jai”~ I))oys, lower your rifles, We’ll go home.””’
__Pittsburg Ggpctir

NOT BY MY STRUGGLING NOR YET
BY MY TEARS

A drowning boy was struggling in the water.
On shore stood his mother in ;m agony of fright
and grief. ; lly'her side stood a.strong man seem- *
ingly indifferent lo the boy’s fate. Again 'and
again did the suffering mother appeal to him
to save her boy. But he made no move. By
and by, the desperate siruggles of the boy be-,
gan to abate. He.was losing strength. Present-

l,e arose to the surface, weak and helpless..
-At once the strong man leaped into the stream,
and brought.the boy in safety to the shore.
“Why did you not save, my boy sooner?" cried
the now grateful mother.. "Madam, | .could not
save ynur boy so long as lie struggled.” He would
have dragged us both to certain death.  (flut
when he grew weak and ceased to struggle, then
it was easy to save him.”

To' struggle to save ourselves b *simply to
hinder Christ from saving, us. To come to the
place of faith, we must pass from the place of
effort to the place- of accepted helplessness. Our
Very efforts to save ourselves turn us aside'from
that attitude of .helpless dependence, upon Christ
which is the one attitude wc nee<| to take in
order that'He may save us. It is only when wc
“cease from- our own works” and depend thus
helplessly upon Him that-we realize how per-

11 .was postedm fcctly able He is to save without any aid from
.us.—j.
L r-

H. McConkf.y.

"Unless our civilization is redeemed spiritually*
it c.mnot endure materially,"—P keswent Wilson.

"The need of the hour is not. more legislation.
The need of the hour is more religion.”—RocF.n

Bauson. ' . ]

Every man has in himself a continent of undis-
covered character. Happy is" he who acts ihe
Columbus.to his own soul.—Sir J. Stevens.
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HERE AND THERE AMPNG BOOKS
By I*.H ILinn
F PARTICULAR interest al (his time ot
O Kitl yearare the annual volumes of
Minister's Manuals of which for several
years, tlitre have been two in the field. Douan's
Mixi.suks ALwI.Vj., -(Si.SO). originally ,-puh-
lishecl. liy tiie Georise H. Doran Company was
first issued in 1Q’fi. ' Since ifien i( li.is pitssed
through the hand- of several different publisher*
and is now owned liy the Round Table Press 1
newcomer irt the. JicM of religious ' publisher®
The..current volume of Doran's'Ministers Mali-'
ual offers'the usual material :(nr each Sunday of
the.year,. comprising a complete program' for the
services-of the iiay> including an exposition oi
(lie Sunday school lesson itnd .t chiklrcn'a ".<vrmon.
There.is also.a complete sermon, for the morning
service and 'several illustrations which fit into the
(Imiif'hf oi the sermon. Then there is a liljeral
collection of quotable poetry. Following this is

a. story or sermon for children.; then' we. have

«|l«li: @ number of suggestive texts and themes
for the morning sermon. "Jlien there is an out-
line. and a complete . for .the evening
service.  Nest an exposition of the ¢Sunday,
school lesson- followed Ijv' a brief outline of a

m message for (he Wednesday,nfeht prayermeeting.

concludeswilh a number .of. sus-*
gestive bulletin Ltr.ird slugans and a brief item
fnf the church calendar or bulletin. Altogether
there are 70; paces of material ami if we add-the

The' material

. phrase, "good, bad ami indifferent,"."that should

in no sense be construed as'a.reflection on.'the
book. mlIt stands tn n.tsim Ih.il any individual
collecting ./02 -paces- of material of (his nature
from which pastisrs are supposed to select ma-
terial that they can adapt to their own needs,
must of necessity include some that would be
classified ai.bcsl “indifferent,"

The Ministkii’s Annvai. published by [I'lem-
ing, Il. Kevell Company- (S3.50) now in the fifth ,
vofume, «formerly has-been known as. the .Ex-
positor’s Minister's Manual... Il differs very lil-
tie from Doran's Minister's Manual, presenting
virtually the same material. One difference is
that the former prints complete sermons from dif-
ferent outstanding preachers of the country, in-
dicating
submitted." *.Doran's -Manual which is edited I»y
Hev..Q..H. F.Tlalloi'k .uses sermons from various
sources -hut does'not indicate,the trame 'of the
preacher from' whom the sermon has been rc-

m Or.
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The Minister's Annual contains

. reived. 6iQ
pages.
T(ie value of the material in these books*is of
course a moot question but it stems to-me-that.
the suggestions, they offer would be worth at
least (he price a! the book. A pastor must needs
he unusually versatile or else have an unusual
decree of originality in order not (o be able to
trel considerable help from these volumes with
‘ .their .wealth jif suggestions.
; A book r-omewhal.along She line of the two
volumes ‘previously, mentioned is'a'recent publi-
cation by Harper and Brothers, Piannin« Youit
IVmcihw, by William L. Slid-ier, D: D.'CS2,5Q),
Stidger, as most of our readers know, is
acknowledged an expert in preaching and isal pres-
ent Professor of the Theory- of Preaching at the'
Jioslon University School of Theology. This.new-
book al Dr, Stidgerls is not an annual built along
the lines of the two preceding volumes. In other m
-words, it (toes not follow (he calendar year. On
the contrary, it is a suggestion booki or source
material hook 1(or a busy preacher that can be
used down .through the years. ; It has enough

suggestive material-in it to cover at least five’
years of constant preaching. The corttcnts may
he briefly summarized as follows: 50Q sermon

suggestions; ,1;000 illustrations and ideas; 52 pul-
pit prayers; 52 beatitudes each wilh a sermon
nugget; two complete preaching programs, each
.cowrinp- the course of a year; a number of pray-
ermeeting talks and* topics. Also a department
of .direct mail advertising and church letters for
.financial campaigns and so on. Then .there are
52 suggestions «for dramatic book sermons on.
biblical themes and sermon suggestions for every
special .Sunday of the year. The hook has an.
amazing fund of materia! but if I am lo be
strictly candid | am disappointed, especially with
reference to its adaptability to the needs of our
readers and preachers :in denominations such as.
the Church of the Nazhrene. Mv first reaction
was tri pass it by and make no mention of it in
these columns but | knowlthe book, will be given,
considerable publicity and on scconcf thought, |
felt- under obligation to our readers to make a
(rank statement of my opinion of this book.
My objection to it is that it does not give enough
thought and attention to themes and "subjects

in each case by' whom the sermon-is , of a worthwhile nature. ; The foJlow-ing items
, taken at random throughout the book- wilt give'

my readers a pretty' good idea of why ,l."am
not enthusiastic about it. Under the".cap*ton "A
Preaching Program (or Twelve Months” we find,
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. the following lifiiclinns.: A Monlli o[ Negro Spir-

itual Sermons, for I’opuLir Evening Programs;
Second Month on Some Hooltf of Yesterddy as
Antidotes lo Some Books of Today; A Month
of Drama Sermons for EarJi Year's .Preaching;
A Month of Sermons on the Great Scientists; A
Series of a MonlliV Sermons on the Great Es-
says, of Emerson. | wuuld nut mind if Dr.
Slidger in his" book had leaned a little in favor

‘of .popular .privuhityr but il. seems that he' has'

gone entirely to Ihat type and has very little

. of value, to offer to a preacher who is in tin' habit

of preaching old-fashioned sermons of a strictly
evangelistic nature to his Sunday evening .con-
gregations anil sermon” of, a. deeply devotional
nature .-based on the OlIld tiook and the Old
Faith at his morning «fcrvices.s |
most if nut uU ol my rearicrs will uphold me in
‘this attitude. -

V NOw IS THE ACCEPTED TIME

One Sunday night in Chicago Dwight L.
Mqgody chose for his text "What shall I do with
Jesus which is called Christ?" and his closing
words to his 'immense congregation were: "1
wish you would take this test home .with you and
turn it over in your minds, during the week, and
next Sunday we.will.decide what (o do with
Jesus of Nazawth." That night the great fire
broke out and many of his audience perished.
-Mr. Moody. never forgot lhe impression thus
madc'upon him. of the lost opportunity, and in
all his work afterwards lie never said, “We will
decidc next week," but.rather "Wc must decide
now that thy God shall be my God.”

THE VALUE OF STORM AND STRESS

Wc were going through a great furniture factory
mvhen our guide, the superintendent, pointed put
to us a superbly grained and figured sideboard
"in the natural wood. "I want you to observe
the beauty of -this oak,” he said. “It is the
finest selected timber of its kind, and the secrct
of the intricate and beautiful graining (I doubt
if you would ever guess il) is lust this: that the
trees from" which it was taken grew in a spot
where they were exposed to almost constant
conflict with storms.""

What a suggestive fact!. How nature is con-
stantly contributing mo the true interpretation
of human life. The storm, beaten tree develops
the closest and finest and most intricately woven

(3D

believe timt'

preach ICRS magazine . , =

fillers.  When it if, cut down and, the paws lay
bare 'its-ejquisiltfy figured (Train, the cabinet-
maker selects it as the material for <his finest
work. mSo with the human life beset .by sorrows,
tests and trials. If it stands the storm, how the
winds of God strengthen and- beautify it! What
fineness; of feeling and character grow out of'the
tossing and straining to which it has been suj-
jectcd! There can be no.such rare pattern of
fiber in souls that grow, in the shl'l®ertd places of
life. We need life's stress. “Character cannot be
developed into its strongest and most beautiful
forms without it.—H. jAMEij.

“The message of the Church; to .the world is
and must always remain the gospel of - Jesus
Christ. The gospel is the Joyful message of re-
demption, Doth here and hereafter, the gift o!
God to sinful man in Jesus Christ. , . . The
gospel is more than a philosophical-theory;, more
lhan a theological system; ;more than a pro-
gram for material betterment. The gospel is .
rather the gift of a new world (rom God,, to this
old world of sin and dentil, . : :, The gospel is
tiile prophetic,call lo sinful man to turn to God,
the joyful tidings of justification and of sancti-
fication to those wfio believe fn .Christ,-'.. . ..Thu
gosjlel brings peace and joy to;the heart, and
produces in mi;p self-denial, rcadiriesi for broth-
erly service and mcompassionate love' It offers
the supreme goal for aspirations of youth, strength
to-the toiler, rest to the weary and the .crown .
of life to the martyr.” —Report of the Lausanne
Conference of Faithland Order (August !<)2rj.

"The gospel is tlie sure source of power for
social regeneration. It proclaims the only way by
which humanity can escape from those class-and
race hatreds which devastate society at present,
into the enjoyment of national well-being and
international friendship and peace."—Report of
the Lausanne Conference of Faith arid Order.
(August 1927)..

"If service clubs consistently securti- 70-P0">
attendance at weekly luncheons, why cannot,the
Church sccure the same attendance at.its meet-
ings when, spiritual food is supplied H ehuekt
A. lJoscn.

Christ, who has been my perfect sun by day,
Will be my star by nigh.t;
On my deep rest the Lord shall shine alway,
An everlasting Light.
—U. M aCANdHKW.
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